P  HARM  A  COM  ASTI  X; 
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OR,  THE 

OFFICE,  USE,  and  ABUSE 

of  Apothecaries  explained;  the  prefent 
degenerate  State  of  Pharmacy,  with  its* 
manifold  Corruptions  and  Adulte¬ 
rations,  coniidered  ;  and  fome  ESSAYS* 
on  reforming  thereof  : 

Humbly  addreflfed  to 

i 

A  Member  of  PARLIAMENT* 

with  Intent  to  fhew  the  neceffity  of  amending 
and  continuing  a  temporary  Statute,  for 
preventing  Frauds  and  Abufes  committed  in  the 
waking  and  vending  unfound ,  adulterate ,  dnd  bad 
Drugs  and  Medicines ,  now  near  expiring. 


By  the  A  u  t  h  o  r  of  the  ScHtMEon  which 
the  faid  Statute  was  founded. 
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PHARMACOMASTIX: 

OR,  THE 

OFFICE,  USE  add  ABUSE 

of  APOTHECARIES  explained,  &ct 


SIR, 

SINCE  Physic  alone  among  all  the  ufe- 
ful  fciences,  has  at  this  time  the  rrlisfortune 
to  be  unreprefented  in  Parliament,  and  as  the 
Statute  for  preventing  Frauds  and  Abufes 
in  the  making  and  vending  unfound ,  adulterate ,  and  bad 
Drugs  and  Medicines ,  is  now  near  expiring,  I  hope 
it  may  not  be  improper  to  fhew  the  necefiity  of 
continuing  that  Ad,  and  to  offer  fome  Amendments 
thereto,  which  the  artful  evafions  and  corruptions  of 
mercenary  artificers  have  rendered  abfolutely  necef- 
fary. 

If  our  early  acquaintance  with  the  nature  and 
conftitution  of  Parliaments,'  your  weight  in  our 
national  Aflembly,  and  your  extenfive  benevolence, 
have  pointed  you  out  the  fitteft  patron  and  advocate 
for  a  Scheme  wholely  calculated  for  the  public  Be¬ 
nefit,  to  corred  the  many  enormous  Abufes  in 
Pharmacy,  and  confequently  to  promote  the 

A  a  health 
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health  and  temporal  happinefs  of  a  confiderable  part 
of  mankind.  Therefore  J  fliall  venture,  without 
any  farther  apology,  to  fubmit  the  following  lines  to 
your  ferious  confideration. 

There  is  no  well  regulated  country  where  the 
Legislature  has  not  made  fome  provilion  for 
the  prefervation  of  the  health  of  the  Body  natural , 
as  well  as  for  that  of  the  Body  politic  ;  yet  pity  it  is, 
that  in  moil,  for  want  of  due  Information,  all  the 
Laws  hitherto  ena£ted  in  regard  to  Medicine ,  have 
fallen  far  ihort  of  ids  good  intentions.  For  as  an 
Evil  wliofe  fource  or  caufe  is  unknown  muff  be 
remedilefs;  fo  is  it  fcarce  poffible,  that  the  Frauds 
or  Abufes  in  any  art  or  trade,  tho5  ever  fo  pernicious 
to  fociety,  can  be  prevented  or  puniilied  by  law, 
until  they  are  firft  difcovered  and  made  apparent  to 
the  law- givers.— If  fome  of  the  honed:  artifts  or 
tradefmen  of  every  occupation,  would  ingenuoufly 
difclofe  the  fecret  corruptions  of  their  refpedtive 
callings  (without  which  they  may  for  ever  efcape 
the  cognizance  and  cenfure  of  the  Legislature) 
we  might  then  hope  for  a  general  reformation. 
But  alas  !  we  are  too  like  the  Ephefian  fmitb  in 
fcripture,  ready  upon  every  attempt  to  purge  us 
from  iniquity,  to  cry  out  with  him,  Ehe  craft  is  in 
danger . 

The  natural,  fragile  ftrufture  of  the  human 
Frame,  which  has  rendered  it  fubjed:  to  fundry 
inevitable  viciflitudes,  from  the  force  of  external 
bodies,  from  the  alterations  of  the  air,  the  nature 
of  the  aliments,  and  from  the  very  vital  addons, 
has  made  the  healing  art  in  genera],  of  all  others  the 
molt  ufeful  and  neceiTary  for  the  fupport  and  well¬ 
being  of  mankind,  and  nearly  coaval  with  the 
Creation  *f\  So  fenfible  were  men  in  all  ages  of  the 
ufefulhefs  and  dignity  of  Phyfic,  that  it  has  ever 
been  held  in  the  utmoft  reverence  and  efteem. 

The 
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The  inventors  or  improvers  of  this  noble  art  were 
by  the  antients  ranked  among  the  Gods,  and  ftiled 
fons  of  Gods,  and  the  hands  of  Gods.  It  was  a  long 
time  praCtiled  by  heroes  only,  or  the  ions  of  Gods, 
f  being  deemed  too  facred  for  prophane  hands. 
The  Heathen,  Jews  and  primitive  Chriftians  agreed  in 
paying  the  utmoft  refpeCt  to  the  healing  art,  be¬ 
lieving  it  of  divine  and  heavenly  origine  +.  Hence 
we  find  the  greateft  honors  poffible  were  conferred 
on  theantient  phyficians  in  the  moft  wife,  polite,  and 
politic  ftates.  They  were  generally  careffed  or  en¬ 
vied  by  kings  and  princes  who  defigned  to  ftudy, 
and  endeavoured  to  acquire  and  practice  their  in- 
eftimable  art.  Many  natural  productions  as  well  as 
artificial  preparations  to  this  day  retain  the  Name  of 
a  royal  difcoverer  or  inventor.  And  two  §  of  the 
moft  confiderable  antient  phyfical  writers  whole 
works  are  extant  at  this  time,  were,  one  the  fon  of 
a  king,  the  other  a  fovereign  prince.  The  Athenians 
fo  juftly  prized  the  worth  and  excellency  of  the 
divine  Hippocrates ,  that  they  initiated  him  into  their 
grand  myfteries ;  they  prefented  him  with  the  free¬ 
dom  of  Athens  in  a  crown,  (a  royal  diadem)  to 
the  value  of  a  thoufand  pieces  of  Gold,  and  fet¬ 
tled  a  confiderable  ftipend  for  his  maintenance  during 

life,  at  the  public  expence-. - —They  likewife  made 

a  law  prohibiting  all  women,  bondfmen,  or  fiaves 
meddling  with  Phyfic  :  as  they  did  likewife  in  Locris, 
which  decreed,  that  difobedience  to  the  directions  or 
prefcriptions  of  Phyficians  fhould  be  punifhed  with 
death.  ‘Julius  Csefar  made  all  Phyficians  that  fhould 
fettle  in  Rome ,  freemen  and  denizens  ||  j  and  when, 
for  fome  reafons  of  ftate,  a  fucceeding  emperor 
banifhed  the  Greeks  that  city,  yet  the  Phyficians, 
thoJ  all  Greeks ,  were  exempted.  It  is  alfo  obfervable 

A  3  that 
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that  the  firft  alien  known  to  obtain  his  freedom  of 
that  once  glorious  city  was  a  Phyfician  The 
Phyficians  of  the  college  of  Milan  are  dignified 
with  an  order  of  knighthood,  and  wear  to  this  day 
golden  Collars  *f\  Innumerable  other  inftances 
might  be  produced,  if  neceffary,  to  fhew,  that 
medicine  and  the  medical  ftages  were  ever  refpedted 
and  efleemed,  admired  and  encouraged,  all 
the  World  over.  See  Celfus ,  Senert.  Inft .  Med . 
Mosebii  Synopf  epilem .  Inft.  Med.  Le  Clerc  Hift . 
de  la  Medecine.  Friend’s  Hiftory  oft  Phyjic.  Harris’s 
P bar  mac-ant  i-empyr.  and  Preft.  to  Fuller*  s  Pharmacop . 
ex  temper. 

If  the  healing  art  was  thus  honored  in  the  ruder, 
early  ages,  how  much  does  it  deferve  our  regard 
and  attention  with  the  many  confiderable  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  moderns,  which  were  to  the  antients 
utterly  unknown  ? 

There  can  hardly  be  any  one  infenfible  of  the 
value  of  Health  and  Life,  fince  the  very  firffc 
impulfe  of  nature  prompts  every  creature  to  ufe  all 
ways  and  means  to  preferve  them  :  And  nothing 
but  an  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  health  can  render 
any  man  regardlefs  of  lb  invaluable  a  blehing.  It 
was  the  dreadful  contagion  which  raged  in  Rome 
about  the  joifl  year  after  the  building  that  city, 
where  there  were  not  then  found  Phyficians  enough 
to  attend  the  fick  t ,  that  firft  made  the  robufl  Ro¬ 
mans  fenfible  of  the  Ufe  and  Excellency  of  Physic, 
which  they  afterwards  fo  generoufly  incouraged,  and 
fo  amply  rewarded.  Salas  populi  ftuprema  lex  efto ,  is 
a  precept  which  was  once  religioufly  obferved^,  in 
its  fulleft  extent,  by  every  worthy  Roman  fenator. 
And  tho*  it  might  not  have  been  originally  pro¬ 
nounced  or  received  in  this  fenfe  literally,  yet  I  ap¬ 
prehend  the  application  of  it  merely  to  the  bodily 

health 
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health  of  the  people,  can  be  no  wide  deviation  from 
the  fenfe  of  the  wife  author  •,  fince  the  general  well- 
fare  of  the  community  depends  upon  the  health  of 
it’s  Members. 

Physic  or  Medicine  is  the  art  by  which  our 
lives  and  health  are  preferved  and  reftored.  And 
abufes  or  mal-adminiftration  in  any  branch  thereof 
in uft  neceflarily  prejudice  or  fubvert  the  whole. 
This  cannot  be  charged  upon  Phyfic  or  Chirurgery , 
for  it  may  in  truth  be  affirmed,  that  this  Kingdom 
was  never  fo  happily  provided  in  that  way,  as  at 
prefent,  with  men  of  both  profeffions  inferior  to 
none  m  Europe,  in  erudition,  judgement,  and  probity. 
But  Pharmacy,  or  the  apothecary's  art  in  parti¬ 
cular,  which  minifters  in  an  efpecial  manner  to  the 
two  former  branches,  namely  Phyfic  and  Chirurgery  ; 
tho9  the  good  fuccefs  of  both  moft  confiderably 
depends  thereupon,  is  left  neglected  and  un¬ 
cultivated,  over-run  with  errors ,  abufes  and  frauds. 
And  tho9  there  are  no  corruptions  in  any  art  fo  per¬ 
nicious  and  deftrudtive  to  the  public,  as  thole  of 
Apothecaries ,  yet  (melancholly  confideration  !)  none 
are  fo  little  liable  to  difcovery  or  puniffiment. 
Deceits  in  moft  trades  are  perceptible  to  the  gene¬ 
rality,  and  are  not  only  in  fome  fenfe  cognizable 
by  law,  but  as  they  muft  fooner  or  later  be  difcover- 
ed  by  the  cuftomers,  common  policy  will  diredt 
moft  tradefmen  to  fgme  integrity  in  their  callings. 
But  as  the  moft  baneful  frauds  in  Pharmacy ,  being 
never  fufpedted,  are  feldom  or  never  perceptible  to 
the  public,  tho9  often  felt,  (few  or  none  befides 
Phyficians  ,Chirurgeons ,  or  Apothecaries ,  being  fennbla 
of  the  evils  in  this  way,)  fo  none  tranfgreffes  with 
more  eafe  and  fecurity,  than  the  difhoneft  apothe¬ 
cary.  He  may  deftroy  the  reputation  of  the  moft 
careful  and  judicious  phyficians  and  chirurgeons,  and 
murder  thoufands  of  their  patients,  his  bill  is  never- 
thelefs  paid,  and  he  is  ftill  unfufpedtedly  entertain¬ 
ed  careffed  and  employed  by  the  furviving  Fami- 
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lies.  A  little  artifice  can  tinfel  or  varnifh  over  the 
moft  vile  frauds  or  perfidious  negleffs  of  the  unjuft 
v  apothecary.  If  he  can  command  a  brazen  front, 
with  an  hardened,  fervile  confidence,  it  is  enough^ 
all  is  fafe.  For  his  vaffal  apprentices ,  who  only  can 
be  privy  to  his  villainy, are  hufhed,they  are  obliged  to 
keep  his  fecrets  without  diftinbfion. 

As  Pharmacy  is  a  molt  uleful  and  necefiary 
art,  nay,  according  to  one  of  the  fathers  of  phyfic 
the  moft  ufeful  branch  of  medicine ,  when  in  a  ftate 
of  purity  and  perfection,  fo  it  is  the  moft:  pernicious 
and  deftruZUve ,  when  it  is  not  exercifed  with  the 
utmoft  integrity,  care,  fidelity  and  good  under- 
Handing,  No  knave  fo  vile,  fo  dangerous  to  fociety 
as  a  bad  apothecary.  The  rapacious  highwayman, 
apro  felled  enemy  to  mankind,  bids  the  unwary  tra¬ 
veller  ftand  and  at  the  peril  of  his  life  part  with  his 
money  :  But  the  difhoneft  apothecary,  a  more  fubtil 
kind  of  robber,  pretends  a  friendjhip  for  his  Cufto- 
nier,  yet  takes  the  fame  opportunity  with  the  former 
(which  the  love  of  life  and  health,  and  dread  of 
death  that  human  Nature  is  pofteiTed  with,  amply 
affords  him,)  and  fo  robs  thoufands  of  their  fortunes, 
giving  them  only  fonie  vile,  ufelefs  drug  in  ex¬ 
change  *,  by  which  their  lives  are  always  endan¬ 
gered  and  often  deftroyed.  And  yet  notwithftand- 
ing  the  apothecary  is  never  in  the  leaft  fufpedted  ;  fo 
that  the  orphan  may  oft  pay  him  for  the  death  of 
his  parents,  parents  for  that  of  their  children,  wi¬ 
dows  for  their  husbands,  and  fo  forth  :  and  perhaps 
gratefully  acknowledge  the  great  care  and  tendernds 
of  their  worthy  apothecary ,  tho9  he  might  have  been 
more  inftru mental  to  their  death  than  the  difeafe. 

For  thefe  reafons,  the  apothecaries  have  no  tem¬ 
poral  advantages  in,  nor  any  incitements  to  honefty 
or  integrity  in  their  calling.  For  while  men  can 
buy  the  moft  bafe  and  worft  commodities,  and  may 

without 
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without  dete&ion,  fubditute  them  for,  or  fell  them 
at  the  fame  rate  with  the  bed  and  mod  genuine,  we 
fhall  probably  be '  infeded  with  fuch  mercenary 
wretches  as  will  prefer  their  own  ill-gotten  gain,  to 
a  clear  confcience  and  the  fafety  and  welfare  of 
their  neighbours  ;  the  far  greater  'profit  arifin?  from 
illegal  trade . 

I  would  not  be  hereby  thought  to  charge  all  the 
worthy  apothecaries  of  this  kingdom,  with  igno¬ 
rance,  difingenuity,  or  difintegrity ;  far  be  it  from 
me  !  I  am  well  allured  that  we  have  fome,  as  ju¬ 
dicious,  as  fkilful,  and  as  honed:  in  their  way,  as 
any  in  Europe.  But  as  it  may  not  be  allowable 
to  point  at  the  indentical  guilty  perfons,  either  by 
naming  the  one,  or  exempting  the  other,  fo  I  am 
obliged  to  make  the  charge  in  general  againd  the 
whole  fraternity,  my  felf  not  excepted.  So  let  him 

whom  the  cap  fits  wear  it- - *  let  the  galled  jade 

wince.—" . It  is  thro5  a  real  concern  for  the  judj 

good  men,  that  are  indifcriminately  blended  with 
the  unjud,  and  fo?*  the  fcandalous  difrepute  which 
the  excellent  art  of  Pharmacy  is  fallen  into,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  long  train  of  evils  which  attend  the 
public  in  general,  from  the  bafe  craft  and  corrupti¬ 
on  of  avaricious  falfihers  of  medicines,  that  I  am 
urged  to  this  work. 

I  have  a  long  time  had  a  conflidt  with  myfelf 
about  this  important  undertaking.  I  mud:  confefs  I 
fome  time  feared  the  united  powers  of  the  wicked  a- 
gaind  me,  having  on  the  like  occaflon  heretofore, 
fatally  experienced  the  drength  of  the  confederate 
Opponents  of  reformation  :  And  above  all,  I  avoided 
taking  upon  me  a  task,  to  which  I  am  confcious  of, 
and  confefs  my  inequality.  But  at  length  laying  a- 
fide  all  felfifh  fear,  and  finding  none  of  the  many 
more  capable  inclined  to  engage  in  fuch  a  jud  and 
necedary  warfare ,  I  have  ac  all  hazards  prefumed: 

to, 
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to  give  you  the  following  informations,  and  (o  fub- 
mit  thefe  juft  (tho*  indigefted)  Gbiervations  to  the 
wifdom  of  the  Legislature  ;  from  whofe  pater¬ 
nal  care  and  benevolence  alone,  we  may  expe6l  the 
due  encouragement  of  Virtue ,  and  the  fupprefllon 
of  Vice  of  every  kind.  If  my  weak  endeavours 
anfwer  any  ufeful  purpofes,  I  have  my  full  recom- 
pence  in  being  but  ever  lb  mean  an  Inflrument  of 
effecting  a  public  good.  I  hope  the  merits  of  the 
Caufe,  for  which  I  am  but  a  Hinder  advocate,  and 
the  fimplicity  and  honefly  of  mine  intentions,  will 
gain  your  attention,  plead  for  the  weaknefs  of  my 
performance,  and  fupply  the  want  of  Rhetoric  and 
Oratory . 

In  order  to  lay  this  matter  properly  before  you,  I 
judge  it  expedient, 

I.  To  confider  the  rife  and  primitive  flate  of 
Pharmacy ,  and  from  the  beft  authority  to  point  out 
the  proper  Office  and  Duty  of,  and  the  requifite 
Qualifications  for  an  Apothecary.  In  which  I  fhall 
curforily  endeavour  to  explain  the  difference  between 
Apothecaries  and  Druggifis. 

II.  To  fliew  the  prefent  ftate  of  Pharmacy ,  and 
how  far  the  modern  deviate  from  the  proper  Office 
and  Dutyy  and  fall  fhort  of  the  qualifications  of  the 
antient  true  Apothecaries ;  in  which  fatal  degeneracy 
it  will  appear,  that  it  is  fcarcely  poflible  for  a  man 
to  learn  that  Art  fully ,  and  then  to  get  an  honeft 
livelihood  by  that  profeffion  folelyy  let  his  know- 

-  ledge  and  understanding  in  it  be  ever  fo  confider- 
able,  unlefs  he  had  the  good  fortune  of  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  genius,  which  may  lead  him  to  ftudy  it  properly, 
and  of  gaining  a  let  of  cu homers  who  pay  un¬ 
common  deference  to  his  judgement  and  integrity. 

III.  To  lay  open  feme  of  the  molt  inconfidera- 
ble  and  obvious  Frauds  and  Ahufes  in  this  way,  whe¬ 
ther  thro*  ignorance  or  defign  of  Apothecaries  or 
Drug ghls  ^  and  to  point  out  tome  of  the  moil  per¬ 
nicious 
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nicious  fophiftications  of  Medicines,  with  the  evil 
confequences  thereof.  And 

IV.  and  laftly,  To  offer  fome  means  to  prevent 
filch  horrid  mal~pra£lices  for  the  future;  whereby 
the  King  is  not  only  bafely  defrauded  in  his  juft 
Revenue,  by  which  every  Subje6t  muff  fuffer  *,  but 
alfo  the  Public  is  robbed  of  the  chief  blehing 
of  this  life,  Health,  and  the  means  of  reftoring  it ; 
and  the  fair  and  honed  Apothecary  is  crampt  and 
redrained  in  the  lawful  difcharge  of  his  fundtion  j 
being  underfold  by  the  fraudulent  and  difhoneft. 

I.  In  the  pure,  primitive  ages  of  the  healing  Art , 
the  phyfician  not  only  preferihed ,  but  collected,  pre¬ 
pared ,  difpenfed ,  and  adminiftred  medicaments ,  as  well 
as  performed  chirurgical  operations .  For  "the  now 
three  didined  branches  of  Medicine ,  called  Phyfic9 
Pharmacy ,  and  Chirurgery ,  were  (till  about  the  time 
of  Herophilus  and  Erafiftratus)  managed  by  one  and 
the  fame  hand  *.  But  finding  it  too  laborious  and 
burdenfome,  and  according  to  a  trite  aphorifm  of 
the  father  of  Phyfic ,  that  the  life  of  man  was 

too  Jhort  to  comprehend  fully ,  or  to  compleat  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  that  fublime  Art ,  it  was  judged  expedient 
to  divide  it  into  thefe  three  different  parts,  that 
having  lefs  to  fludy  in  each,  it  might  become  lefs 
tedious  and  prolix,  infomuch  that  every  ftudent 
may  hope  to  arrive  at  a  competent  degree  of  know¬ 
ledge  in  that  hranchwhich  he  chofe  for  his  peculiar  (la¬ 
dy  :  Whereupon  the  three  didindt  offices  of  Phyfician , 
Apothecary ,  and  Chirurgeon ,  were  indituted. 

Thz  Phyfic i an s.)  on  account  of  feniority  and fuper- 
lative  erudition ,  are  jufliy  allowed  the  pre-eminence 
of  the  two  other  brethren,  which,  indeed,  I  think 
that  profeffion  merits  of  all  others,  divinity  only 
excepted.  A  Phyfician  muflhave  a  rnofl  liberal  edu¬ 
cation  :  He  mud  be  well  verfed  in  all  the  learned 
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languages ,  in  natural  hiftory ,  in  all  parts  of  Phi- 
lofophy ,  in  Anatomy ,  the  animal  (Economy,  the  hifto - 
r/Vj  '<?/  diftempers ,  their  natures,  Jigns ,  Symptoms r 
caufes ,  diagnofiics ,  progno flics,  indications  of  Carf*. 
&c.  He  molt  like  wife  be  well  grounded  in 
the  theories  of  the  Chemic  and  Galenic  pharmacies 
and  of  chirurgery .  For  according  to  the  wife  author 
of  medicine ,  natural  endowments ,  learning,  a  proper 
place  for  ftudy ,  education  from  infancy,  induftry  and 
time,  are  requifite  to  conflitute  a  phyfician  •,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  we  find,  the  education  of  fetch  is 
in  fchools  and  univerfities,  feminaries  of  polite  lite¬ 
rature^  where  all  things  are  learned  to  compleat  the 
phyfician  and  the  gentleman.  Thus  muft  a  phyfician 
Ik  qualified  before  he  can  undertake  the  care  of  the 
lick  in  any,  the  flighted:  diforder  :  And  he  who 
made  the  greatefl  progrefs  in  that  admirable  art, 
even  the  divine  fage ,  T  is  not  afhamed  to  confefs, 
that  thoy  he  was  now  advanced  in  old  age, and  got  to  the 
extremity  of  life,  he  had  not  yet  arrived  at  the  end  of 
phyfic .  Whence  it  follows  that  phyfic  is  the  deep¬ 
ed:  and  mofl  extenflve  ftudy,  and  it’s  pradlice  the 
weightieft  and  mofl  important  charge,  that  human 
nature  can  poffibly  undertake, 

Chirurgery  now  ufurps  the  fecond  rank9,  and 
tho*  it  has  had  a  worfe  fate  than  phyfic,  in  falling 
ibme  time  into  the  hands  of  ignorant  and  illiterate 
men,  yet  it’s  knowledge  is  again  happily  revived  a~ 
mong  us,  and  all  thofe  who  make  a  figure  in  that 
profeffion,  are  not  only  men  of  learning  and  erudi¬ 
tion,  but  inferior  to  none  in  Europe  in  judgement  and 
underltanding  in  that  excellent  art. 

For  feme  centuries  Chirurgery  i  as  well  as 
Pharmacy ,  z  was  fnbfervient  and  minifterial  to  Phy¬ 
sic.  The  firfl  Chirurgeons  j"  and  Apothecaries  after 

the 
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the  divifion  of  Medicine  into  thefe  three  branches, 
being  taught  by  the  Physicians,  t  were  by  them 
folely  dire&ed  and  conduced  in  the  exercife  and 
difcharge  of  their  relpedive  functions.  So  that  the 
then  Cbirurgeons  never  bled,  opened  tumours, 
amputated  limbs,  nor  performed  any  other  opera¬ 
tion  in  their  profeffion  5  nor  did  the  Apothecaries 
apply,  or  adminifter  any  medicine,  but  in  con- 
fuitation  with  or  by  the  advice  or  approbation 
of  the  Phyficians .  Yet  as  it  is  now  eflfentially  ne* 
ceflar y  to  compleat  a  Chirurgeott ,  that  he  be  a  man 
of  learning,  a  perfed  matter  of  anatomy  and  of 
courfe  well  acquainted  with  the  animal  ceconomy,  and 
his  objed  being  one,  and  his  pradice  being  grounded 
on  the  lame  principles  and  rationale  with  Phyfic, 
(with  this  only  diftindion,  that  one  treats  the  ex¬ 
ternal,  the  other  the  internal  difbrders  of  the  human 
Body,)  it  does  not  feem  unreafonable,  that  fuch 
Cbirurgeons ,  fliould  bleed  and  perform  other  opera¬ 
tions  in  that  way,  and  even  prefcribe,  efpecially  ex¬ 
ternal  applications,  upon  their  own  Judgement 
folely. 

But  the  cafe  is  quite  other  wife  with  Apothecaries : 
For  aitho*  they  ffiould  be  good  fcholars,  and  ne- 
cefTarily  converfant  with  the  writings  of  the  learn¬ 
ed  who  treated  on  their  profeffion,  yet  does  their 
requifite  Readings  no  where  inftrud  them  in  anato¬ 
my,  or  the  animal  ceconomy,  nor  in  any  of  the 
many  other  neceffiary  qualifications  of  phyficians,  or 
cbirurgeons,  the  knowledge  of  the  Materia  medica 
only  excepted^  the  apothecary 9s  office,  his  very 
appellation  in  all  the  known  languages  denotes. 
Thus  among  the  antients,  Medicus  fellularis 
implied  an.  apothecary  or  one  who  prepared  and 
difpenfed  medicines.  As  did  likewife  Pbarmaceuta 
and  Medic  ament  arius .  in  like  manner  Apothecarius 
an  apothecary  from  Apotheca ,  a  ffiop?  ware*  hoy fe  or 

re* 


I.  %££%tTfxrwiKw  vu  Medic  las  Architect  ibid. 


(  14  ) 

repofitory*  or  (in  the  more  common  acceptation,) 
a  place  where  drugs  or  medicines  are  kept  or  fold; 
and  he  may  be  aptly  called  a  Phyfic -Shop-keeper: 
alfo  PharmacoptfiiS)  a  maker,  preparer  or  compound¬ 
er  of  medicines.  And  likewife  Seplqfiarius ,  from 
Seplafia ,  a  market-place  in  Capua%  once  a  famed 
mart  for  drugs  and  perfumed  ointments.  And 
the  foie  proper  bufinefs  and  office  of  an  Apothecary* 
is,  to  colleCl  or  procure  at  due  times  and  feafons,  from 
the  proper  places,  the  fever al,  ufual  medicinal  pro¬ 
ductions  of  Nature ,  the  fimples  of  the  Mineral ,  ve¬ 
getable  and  animal  Kingdoms  ;  to  feleSt  and  prepare t 
to  decompound  or  compound  them  according  to  Art ,  by 
the  di regions  of  Phyficians ,  and  by  their  prefcripti- 
ons  only,  to  difpenfe ,  adminifter ,  or  apply  them .  *  To 
qualify  him  for  which  undertaking  he  fhould  be  well 
verfed  in  natural  hiftory,  as  far  as  it  regards  Mine¬ 
ralogy  ,  Bdtonalogy9  or  Zoology ,  and  rationally  as  well  as 
experimentally  grounded  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
Galenic  zn&Chemic  Pharmacies  %  which  is  a  large  Field 
for  a  man  to  exercife  his  talents  in  learning  ;  and  it 
mud  well  employ  his  time  every  feafon  of  the  year 
after,  if  he  intends  difcharging  the  duty  of  his  office 
drkdly  and  faithfully.  Pharmacopola  is  an  injurious 
name,  improperly  given  to  an  Apothecary.  The 
Pbarmocopol ie  of  the  antients  feem  to  have  been  fuch 
as  were  employed  by  artidsin  collecting  or  procuring 
the  fimples ;  they  were  mere  venders  of  drugs,  and 
pretended  to  no  art  or  knowledge  beyond  that ;  but 
as  thefe  men  in  time  degenerated  into  knaves  or 
quacks,  they  became  hateful  tofociety,  and  the  name 
of  Pharmacopola ,  with  mod  writers  fince  implies,  a 
canting  hawker ,  a  falfe  quacks  or  a  deceitful  mounte¬ 
bank.  How  applicable  this  appellation,  in  the  worft 
fenfe ,  may  be  to  fome  dealers  in  medicine ,  who  call 
themfelves  Druggijls ,  I  fhall  not  here  determine  *  but 

we 
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w t  have  the  fatisfa&ion  to  obferve,  that  that  trade  is  a- 
gain  revived  ;for  in  London, Marfeilles,Awjlerdani,Rot'+ 
terdam ,  Leghorn ,  Hamburgh ,  and  moil  other  regular 
trading  cities  \nEurope,thtDruggift  is  none  other  than 
a  mere  Merchant  of  Drugs ,  and  in  the  foy? y£/7/£  of  the 
word,  Pharmacopola . 

So  different  a  profeffion  from  Phyfic  was  Pharmacy 
deemed,  that  not  above  a  century  paffed,  fince  the 
Grocers  Company  in  London  dilpenfed  medicines. 
But  it  was  at  length  found  expedient,  that  feme 
fhould  feparate  from  that  body,  who  fhould  take 
upon  them  the  entire  management  of  the  medicinal 
part  of  that  trade,  that  by  applying  themfelves  foie- 
ly  to  an  affair  of  fo  great  importance  to  the  public* 
they  might  cultivate  and  attain  to  a  competent  know¬ 
ledge  in  fo  ufeful  and  neceffary  an  art.  Whereupon 
Pharmacy  was  revived,  and  the  Apothecaries  throw¬ 
ing  off  all  incumbrances,  betook  them  to  their  pro¬ 
per  profeffion,  in  which  they  foon  became  eminent*, 
were  taken  notice  of,  and  encouraged  by  the  learned* 
and  grew  into  fuch  favour  with  King  James  the 
Firft,  that  he  incorporated  them  by  Royal  Charter* 
and  ufed  to  call  them  his  own  company .  Thus  they 
became  a  diftinet  fociety  from  the  grocers. 

The  illuftrious  college  of  phyficians  of  Augfburgh , 
which  was  the  firft,  that  I  find,  who  took  the  pains  of 
compiling,  and  publifhed  the  celebrated  Auguftane 
Difpenfatory ,  has  moft  minutely  andjuftly  laid  down 
the  qualifications  for  and  the  office  and  duty  of  an  Apo¬ 
thecary,  from  whom,  with  fome  few  amendments 
from  other  authentic  writers,  I  make  the  following 
abftradh 

As  Pharmacy  is  a  mod  confiderable  branch  of  the 
He  a  ling  Art,  being  the  phyficiaii  s  chief  agent,  fo 
the  apothecary  fhould  be  a  juft  good  man ,  and  principally 
grounded  in  the  knowledge  of  his  profeffion. 

He  fhould  in  general  be  untainted  in  his  morals,  and  of 
a  perfect  found  underftanding,  endowed  with  a  juft  reve¬ 
rence  for  the  Supreme  Being,,  and  the  true prmiples 
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of  the  Christian  Religion;  pious  and  faithful , 
juft  and  equitable  ;  humane ,  benign ,  affable ,  placable , 
merciful  and  ready  ;  bountiful  to  the  poor  and  indi¬ 

gent  ;  preferring  publick  to  private  gains  ;  vigilant 
and  regardful  of  the  dangers  and  necefftties  of  the  fick  ;  in 
adls  of  mercy  and  charity ,  diligent  and  unwearied  ; 
covetous, penurious, or  mercenary,  for  in  buying  of  drugs,  he 
is  to  prefer  the  teftimony  of  a  clear  confcience ,  the  good 
of  his  neighbour,  and  his  own  credit  and  reputation,  to  ill 
gotten  riches  or  lucre .  JVherefore,  he  is  to  procure  ge¬ 
nuine  good  drags  and  medicines  at  any  rate,  rather  than  by 
buying  at  the  vileft,  difpenfe  adulterate  or  bad  medicines , 
and  deceive  his  unwary  cuftomer  to  the  peril  or  prejudice 
of  his  life  or  health.  He  jhould  be  fiber  and  regular  in 
all  his  conduct ;  no  gamefter ,  fit,  or  drunkard ;  nor  prone 
to  libidinous  concupifience  or  venery. 

Thefe  premifed,  Ills  capacity  is  next  to  be  conil- 
dered.  He  muft  not  only  have  a  ftrong  natural  genius  to 
lead  him  to  this  art,  but  he  muft  be  a  good  fcholar ,  to  ina- 
Me  him  to  read  the  ordinary  prejeripts  of  phyficians  and 
chirurgeons,  which  (from  the  difficulty  of  translating 
them  with  any  certainty  into  the  vulgar  tongues, 
and  for  other  obvious  reafons,)  are  all  over  Europe 
wrote  in  Latin,  and  efpecially,  that  he  may  acquire  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  his  profeffion,  by  confulting  the 
works  of  the  learned,  who  treat  ,  upon  the  fiver  a  l 
branches  thereof. 

The  Authors  recommended,  are  Diofiorides,  Galen, 
Mgineta,  Mims,  Me  fie,  Nich.  Preepojitus  and  Myrep- 
Jius,  Pliny,  Corn.  Celfiis,  A.  M.  Brafavolus ,  Valer .  Cor¬ 
pus,  Anut.  Fcefius,  Fuchfius,  Garcias  ab  Florto,  Nich. 
Monaries,  J.  B.  Sylvaticus,  Fernelius,  Joubertus ,  Re¬ 
no  daeus,  Melichiits,  Coudenbergius  •,  alfo,  Mathiolus,  Lo¬ 
ttie  er  us,  Tragus,  Lobelius,  Poena,  Do  dome  us,  Taberrn- 
mo nt anus,  Sjuercetanus,  Joh.  jac.  JVeckerns,  Heurnius , 
Qfwald.  Crollius,  &c.  To  which  muft  now  be  added 
if.  Agricola,  Fer.  Imperatus,  B.  Qeftus,  Worm, 
Cafp.  &  Joh.  Bauhin,  Saimafius,  Schroeder,  Zwelfer, 
Morrifon,  Rav,  Tournefort,  Ang.  Sal  a,  J,  Hartman, 
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Mynfkht,  the  Hoffmans*  Clulius,  Pifo,  Bontius* 
Marcgravius,  Wedelius,  Le  Mort,  Dale,  Stahl, 
Boerhaave,  and  many  others  ;  befides  the  feveral  col¬ 
legiate  difpenfatories  of  Augfburgh,  London,  Brux- 
els,  Edinburgh,  Paris,  Leyden,  Hague,  Ghaunt,  EdV. 
from  thefe  the  apothecary  can  heft  learn  the  medicinal  parti 
of  the  mineral,  vegetable ,  and  animal  kingdoms ,  with  their 
proper  names  and  fynonyma  in  the  Arabic,  Greek,  Latin, 
and  vulgar  tongues  :  Thefe  will  teach  him  to  difcern  th& 
good  from  the  had ,  and  to  feleffi  the  true  and  genuine y 
from  the  falfe  and  fophifticated :  and  in  jhort ,  from  them 
he  can  collect  the  generic  marks  and  cha  rabieriftics  of 
the  Jimple ,  with  proper  inftruff'ions  for  preparing ,  and 
neceffary  animadverfions  on ,  the  compound  medicaments . 

Having  laid  thefe  (olid  foundations  for  his  future 
practice,  his  (Economy  comes  next  under  conside¬ 
ration.  ,  ... 

His  [hop  Jhould  he  Jituate  in  a  convenient ,  openy 
temperate  place ,  not  expofed  to  damps ,  winds ,  dufty 
Jtnoke ,  or  flench.  And  as  it  contains  fundry  diftilled 
liquors,  wines  or  vinous  infufions,  tinCtures  and  fi- 
rups,  electuaries,  confections  and  conferves,  which 
too  much  heat  will  render  vapid  or  mothery,  fer¬ 
ment,  four,  orotherwife  fpoil  ;  and  which  exce fit vd 
cold  will  chill  and  freeze,  congeal,  cryftallize,  or  o- 
therwife  prejudice  :  A  vintner  need  hardly  obferve 
a  greater  exadtnefs  or  regularity  in  adjufting  the 
temperature  of  his  cellar  or  vault,  than  an  Apo- 
thecary  fhould  in  that  of  his  iliop  or  it  ore- room. 
Wherefore  he  fhould  avoid  the  extreme  heat  of  the 
fun,  which  on  one  hand  he  is  expoied  to,  all  the 
fummer  months,  and  on  the  other,  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  cold  of  the  winter  :  For  which  reafons,  that 
afpeCt  is  moft  eligible  which  affords  the  greateft 
mediocrity.  Nor  fhould  it  be  expoied  in  any,  to 
the  many  inconveniences  and  evils  of  open  un- 
glaffed  windows  and  doors,  nor  made  more  intern^ 
perate  by  fires  made  on  particular  occaiions  only* 

cither  in  fummer  or  winter.  _  ; 
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And  that  the  medicines  may  he  handled  cleanly  and 
neatly ,  (thofe  for  internal  ufe  more  efpecially ,  which 
are  taken  with  the  greater  reluctance  and  difdain ,  the 
more  fordidly  they  are  ohferved  to  he  treated)  the  Apo¬ 
thecary  is  to  keep  his  fhop  and  utenfils  fweet ,  pure,  and 
clean  •,  and  with  indefatigable  diligence ,  furnifh  it  with 
the  ufual  commodities  at  due  feafons,  and  preferve  them 
for  future  ufe  in  fit  receptacles  and  convenient  places . 

He  is  not  to  fell  or  adminifter ,  nor  fuffer ,  or  caufe 
to  he  adminiftered  to  any ,  ( without  the  immediate  li¬ 
cence  of  a  Magiftrate ,  or  the  prefer iption  of  a  judicious 
fhyfician )  any  fort  of  poyfon  or  poyfonous  druggy 
philtres ,  provocatives  of  terms  or  abortion ,  opium  or 
laudanum ,  ftrong  vomitives  or  purgatives , 
fuch  like  powerful  medicines ,  efpecially  the  Chemical 
preparations  of  Mercury  and  Antimony . 

He  fhould  he  ftriftly  juft  and  faithful ,  cautious  and 
circumfpeff,  in  the  difpenfmg  and  preparing  the  ordina¬ 
ry  preferiptions  of  Phyficians ,  as  well  as  the  officinal 
competitions .  i\for  fhould  he  rajhly  or  conceitedly , 
ftitute  any  one  thing  for  another  in  a  medicine,  truft- 
ing  to  his  own  judgement  or  knowledge,  nor  omit  the 
leaft  or  meaneft  ingredient  in  any  compofition  what fo ever, 
without  the  advice,  confent,  or  approbation  of  the  pre- 
feriher ,  or  fome  other  skilful ,  prudent  phyfician.  But 
with  religious  fidelity ,  care  and  integrity,  difpenfe  all 
preferipts  in  quality  and  quantity,  truly  and  exactly, 
according  to  the  literal  fenfe  of  fuch  prefer ipt  or  recipe . 
He  is  to  keep  an  exaEl  regiftry  of  all  fuch  recipe's ,  and  the 
originals,  carefully  filed.  He  is  to  keep  fuch  as  are  for  fe- 
cret  complaints  from  being  expofed.  He  is  to  repeat 
no  medicine  without  the  direction  of  the  preferiher . 
See  prolegom.  Ifagog.  in  pharmac.  Auguft.  Cap. 
l.  I.  D.  Horftij  Inft.  pharmac  eut.  Part.  i.  Cap.  ii. 
Hoffman.  Clan),  pharm .  Schroed.  p.  29. 

So  fenfible  were  the  wife  fenate  of  Augshourg  of 
ttie  ufe  and  neceffity  of  thefe  rules,  that  they  made 
fome  excellent  laws,  as  well  to  inforce  the  obfervati- 
m  thereof,  as  to  regulate  the  practices  of  phyfic, 
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pharmacy  and  chirurgery  in  every  other  inftance  : 
And  the  fenate  of  Ghaunt  alfo  took  much  the  like 
method. 

Among  other  ftatutes  it  is  ena&ed,  “  That  no 
cc  apothecary,  fiiall  fo  far  fwerve  from  his  duty, 
<c  as  to  interfere  with  the  proper  office  of  a  phyfi- 
“  cian  or  chirurgeon  j  and  that  none  prefumes  to 
tc  fell  or  adminifter  medicines  (ftrong  purgatives 
“  and  provocatives  efpecially)  without  the  prefcripti- 
“  on  of  a  phyfician ;  left  by  the  raffi,  ill-judged,  or  un- 
64  timely  ufe  of  the  moft  efficacious  remedies,  the 
“  health  .  of  the  public  may  fuffer,  and  the  belt 
“  medicines  fall  into  contempt  and  difrepute  ;  phy- 
“  ficians  only  being  the  proper  judges  of  the  fit 
M  fubjefts  and  juft  times  of  adminiftering  fuch 
“  remedies.5*—  “  The  apothecaries  are  obliged  to 
56  prepare  and  compound  all  their  medicines  by 
“  the  college  difpenfatory,  *  and  to  fell  them  at 
“  the  rates  fixed  by  the  fenate.”  “  All  quacks,  em- 
<c  pirics,  mountebanks,  and  fuch  like  impoftors  and 
u  pretenders  to  medicine  whatfoever,  not  found  le- 
44  gaily  qualified^  are  expelled  the  ftate.”  See  the 
decrees  and  ftatutes  of  the  fenates  of  Augsbourg  and 
Ghaunt ,  annexed  to  their  feveral  difpenfa  tones. 

The  apothecaries  of  Paris  are  obliged,  not  only 
to  conform  to  the  difpenfatory i  ftrifily  and  literally , 
but  are  likewife  prohibited  to  Vend  or  adminifter  a - 
ny  medicines  whatsoever ,  without  the  prefcription  of 
one  of  the  faculty  of  medicine  or  one  of  the  King’s 
phyficians.  See  an  arret  of  parliament  prefixed  to 
the  Parifian  difpenfatory. 

Nothing  affuredly  can  contribute  more  to  the  im¬ 
provement  and  benefit  of  the  healing  art,  than  the 
profefforsof  the  different  branches  thereof,  applying 
themfelves  entirely  to  the  ftudy  and  practice  of  their 
refpe&ive  callings.  And  this  was  certainly  the  wife 
defign  of  our  predeceffors  in  dividing  it  into  thofe 
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three  federal  parts and  were  it  yet  further  fubdivided,' 
it  is  probable  it  might  be  brought  to  greater  certain¬ 
ty  and  rendered  more  generally  beneficial  to  man¬ 
kind,  than  it  can  be  in  an  aggregate  flate  ;  fmce  the 
meaneft  branch  can  fufficiendy  employ  the  whole 
attention  and  imderftanding  of  a  man.  We  find 
that  many  of  the  antients  were  of  this  opinion  **  and 
that  it  was  approved  by  the  late  celebrated  dodbr 
Harris  of  London  ~f\  What  con  fide  rable  difcoveries 
and  improvements  have  already  been  made  in  phy- 
fic  in  genera!  by  thefe  divifiohs,  are  very  obvious  to 
all  that  are  converfant  with  the  hiifory  of  medicine. 
Phyftcians  by  appointing  proper  agents  for  the  more 
operofe and  mechanic  parts of  their  profeffion,  threw 
off  ail  incumbrance  and  obtained  more  time  and 
leifure  for  fludy.  Chirurgery  was  cultivated  un¬ 
der  the  fame  management  and  both  have  arrived 
at  the  extraordinary  pitch  of  eminence  we  now  fee 
them  in,  under  thefe  wife  Regulations.  Pharmacy 
too,  while  it  kept  within  the  proper  bounds,  fhone 
and  dourifhed  \  for  it  is  obfervable,  that  no  fet  of  men 
made  a  better  figure  in  their  way  than  the  apothe¬ 
caries  that  retained  their  integrity  and  kept  within 
the  jufl  limits  of  their  Occupation ;  which  the 
works  of  many  of  them  amply  tefliry.  Of  thefe 
are  Ferr antes  Imperatus  a  Neapolitan j  who  wrote  a 
moil  excellent  natural  hiilory,  28  books  in  folio  ; 
John  Parkinfon  of  London ,  who  wrote  the  The  at  rum 
Botanicum  and  Paradifus  Terreftris  ;  Thomas  Johnfon 
of  the  fame,  who  emaculated  and  augmented 
Gerard's  Herbal ,  all  in  large  folio ;  Mofes  Char  as  of 
Parisy  who  wrote  a  very  ufeful  difpenfatory,  in  large 
quarto  *,  Peter  Pomet  of  the  fame,  a  mere  druggifty 
who  wrote  a  hiflory  of  drugs  in  folio  ;  M.  Lemery , 
v/ho  wrote  a  courfe  of  Chemy  in  odfavoy  an  univerfal 
difpenfatory,  and  a  didionary  of  drugs  in  large 
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quarto  ;  and  M.  Homberg ,  who  made  many  improve- 
ments  and  difcoveries  in  the  Pharmacies  who  were 
both  honoured  for  their  eminence  with  the  degree  of 
doff  or  of  medicine.  At  prelent  Mr.  Jefepb  Miller 
and  Mr.  Ifaac  Rand  of  London ,  deferve  honourable 
mention  ♦,  as  do  Meffieurs  Bolduc  and  Geoffrey  of 
Paris ,  whole  worth  and  merit  none  can  be  a 
ftranger  to,  who  reads  the  memoirs  of  the  Aca* 
d  my  Royal  of  Sciences.  I  have  referred  to  bring  up 
the  rear,  the  brightefl  ornament  of  his  profeffion, 
the  late  learned  and  ingenious  Mr.  Samuel  Dale, 
whole  excellent  Pharmacologia  has  rendered  him 
well  known  to  all  the  phyfkal  world.  For  tho*  he 
lived  in  Brantry  in  Effex,  yet  v/as  his  merit  fo  well 
known  to  the  illuftrious  college  of  phyficians  of 
London ,  that  before  he  publifhed  the  Jail  edition  of 
his  works,  which  he  greatly  augmented  and  im¬ 
proved,  he  was  honored  with  a  licence  to  praclife 
phyfic.  With  him  let  me  remember  that  great  and 
laborious  artiffc  and  curious  naturaliil.  See  a  of 
Amfterdam  *,  whole  prodigious  Muffum  with  the 
hiftory  thereof,  five  large  volumes  in  folio ,  mud 
render  his  memory  famous  to  lateft  poflerity. 

II.  While  Pharmacy  was  praclifed  by  fuch  able 
hands  as  thofe,  Phyfic  which  has  fo  great  a  depen¬ 
dence  upon  it,  mull  have  flourifhed.  But  fuch  be¬ 
came  the  infatiable  avarice  of  mod  of  the  apotheca¬ 
ries ,  that  they  could  not  long  content  themfelves 
with  the  ample  profit  that  arofe  upon  the  fale  of 
their  proper  commodities  and  manufactures  •,  but 
envious  of  their  elder  brethren  of  the  faculty  of 
phyfic,  they  now  endeavoured  to  imitate  them,  as 
the  frogs  in  the  fable  did  the  oxen,  (and  indeed 
with  much  the  fame  fuccefs)  and  fought  alter  new 
methods  of  increaling  their  fordid  gains.  This  they 
e deeded  by  treacheroufly  and  furreptitioufly  invading 
the  provinces  of  phyficians  and  chirurgeors ,  and 
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alluring  the  populace  under  the  fpccious  pretence  of 
giving  advice  in  phyfic  and  chirurgery  gratis . 
Which  fatal  delufion  readily  infnared  the  ignorant 
vulgar,  who  could  not  be  fenfible  of  their  grofs  ig¬ 
norance  and  manifeft  incapacity  for  fuch  an  under¬ 
taking,  nor  apprehend  that  thefe  very  bountiful 
gentry,  took  care  to  tax  their  medicines  with  their 
invaluable  advice ;  fo  that  their  prefcriptions  (of 
which  it  muft  be  confefied  they  are  always  moft  li¬ 
beral)  are  now  charged  infinitely  more  than  their 
real  value,  or  what  thofe  of  phyficians  and  chirur- 
geons,  (tho5  of  more  intrinfic  worth,  being  certainly 
better  adapted  to  particular  exigencies,  to  the  con- 
Hitution  and  the  indications  of  cure,)  might  be  made 
lip  and  fold  for.  And  thus  by  iniquitoufty  enhancing 
the  prices  of  remedies  and  giving  them  in  unnecef- 
fary  abundance,  they  clandeilinely  acquired  unme¬ 
rited  fees,  equal  to  thofe  juftly  due  to  the  moft 
regularly  educated  and  moft  experienced  phyficians 
or  chirurgeons. 

That  this  is  the  prefent  cafe,  every  intelligent, 
candid  apothecary  muft  confels.  And  thefe  fallacies 
might  be  further  evinced  beyond  difpute,  were  the 
generality  to  be  made  fenfible  of  the  juft  rates  of 
medicines  and  the  moft  monftrous,  extravagant 
bills  they  are  frequently  charged.  To  fee  two 
drachms  of  Sal  prune!  not  worth  a  penny,  difguifed 
with  fome  iniignificant  color,  and  an  unintelligible, 
pompous  title,  and  fold  for  fixteen  pence,  muft  furely 
move  your  contempt  and  indignation !  Who  with¬ 
out  abhorrence  and  v 'prize,  could  fee  fham -Gafgoin’s 
powder ,  without  .  a  grain  of  bezoar,  fold  at  five 
fhilling  the  drachm,  when  (by  omitting  that  only 
dear  ingredient)  it  could  not  have  coft  the  maker 
one  penny  ?  Yet  thefe  and  many  fuch  like  impofi- 
tions  are  daily  practifed  by  mercenary  quacks,  and 
by  them  judged  neceflary  and  their  undoubted 
right,  on  accompt  of  their  extraordinary  skilly  great 
care ,  frequent  vifits }  and  trouble  in  attending  and  pre~ 
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fcribing.  I  have  known  a  gentleman’s  bill,  who 
fickened  on  Monday  and  died  the  Wednesday  follow¬ 
ing,  amount  to  above  five  pounds,  tho’  his  careful 
apothecary  had  but  a  ftreet’s  breadth  to  crofs  be¬ 
tween  his  fhop  and  the  patient’s  lodging.  It  is 
more  than  probable,  that  if  the  unhappy  fuff erer  took 
to  the  value  of  his  bill  in  medicines,  it  was  the 
caufe  of  his  death,  and  would,  tho5  he  had  the  molt 
athletic  conftitution  ;  but  to  acquit  his  apothecary  of 
this  murder ,  every  one  of  the  profeflion  mud  con- 
fefs,  that  no  man  could  well  require  or  con  fume 
medicines  to  that  value  in  the  time.  Then  what 
phyfician  could  expedt  fo  much  for  his  attendance  in 
the  ordinary  manner  for  fo  long  ? 

It  muft  be  allowed  that  all  artifts  have  a  juft 
right  to  charge  upon  their  wares,  the  neceftary  ex- 
pences  and  trouble  that  attend  the  preparing  and 
vending  them  ;  but  thofe  of  apothecaries  in  the  fale 
of  their  commodities  without  doors,  they  have 
unneceffarily  and  unjuftly  brought  upon  themfelves, 
for  the  moft  part  ;  fo  let  the  world  judge  their  me¬ 
rit,  in  im poling  fuch  an  iniquitous  tax  upon  the 
public. 

Some  perhaps  will  in  good-nature,  urge  in  favour 
of  their  worthy  apothecary,  that  for  a  bill  of  ten 
pounds  he  is  often  put  off  with  five  or  fix.  A  modeft, 
humble  creature !  His  merit  as  well  as  demerit,  is 
beft  known  to  himfelf. - It  is  true  fome  apothe¬ 

caries  may  think  themfelves  well  paid  with  half  their 
bill,  and  it  is  not  improbable  they  often  are  too 
well.  For  while  they  can  fwell  their  accounts  to 
what  fize  they  pleafe,  by  the  quantities  of  medicines 
they  prefcribe,  and  charging  what  they  will,  it  is 
likely  care  will  be  taken  to  fuit  the  bill  to  the  humor 
of  the  cuftomer,  fo  that  if  he  ftiould  pay  but  a 
fourth  part,  they  are  lure  to  be  no  lofers.  Buc 
which  of  them  will  remit  one  penny  of  their  bill  on 
their  own  accord,  be  it  ever  fo  highly  rated,  to 
fuch  as  do  not  wrangle  for  it  ?  And  is  not  whatfo- 
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ever  they  receive  over  and  above  the  real  value  of  the 
medicines  juftly  difpofed  of,  the  rrioft  bafe  and  wicked 
extortion  ?  — —  Such  apothecaries  would  probably 
join  in  the  impious  breathings  of  Garth ' s  Diafenna^ 
if  they  thought  their  goods  were  too  low  rated. 

Thrice  happy  were  thofe  golden  days  of  old* 
When  dear  as  Burgundy  ptifans  were  fold  ; 

When  patients  chofe  to  die  with  better/will. 

Than  live  to  pay  th5  apothecary’s  bill. 

And  cheaper  than  for  our  affiftance  call. 

Might  go  to  Aix  or  Bourbon  fpring  and  fall. 

Difpenfatory ,  Can  t.  i  i  i . 

The  extraordinary,  unlimited  gain1  arifing  from 
thefe  horrid  ufurpations,  has  now  tempted  the  apo¬ 
thecaries  utterly  to  forfake  their  proper  and  imme¬ 
diate  office  and  duty.  For  inifead  of  purfuing  the 
true  means  of  learning  pharmacy ,  (reading  the 
Works  of  die  celebrated  writers  upon  that  fubjeft, 
fuch  being  generally  in  Greek  or  Latin ,  languages  to 
which  moft  dealers  in  drugs  are  entire  ftrangers,) 
they  have  totally  negledted  and  forfaken  it,  and  in 
the  room  of  fuch  authors  furnifhed  themfelves  with 
only  feme  vile  Englifh  difpenfatory ,  the  defpicable 
tob-webs  of  fome  poor  illiterate  wretch,  who  quacked 
for  a  livelihood  and  fpun  thefe  paultry  traps  for  ig¬ 
norant,  unwary  Flies .  Such  were  the  memorable 
ft ar -mongers  and  voluminous  quacks ,  Culpeper  and 
Salmon ,  and  the  erroneous,  conceited  fcriblers , 
Quincy  and  Alleyne  ;  whofe  difpenfatories ,  practices 
of  phyftc ,  and  other  fuch  like  fallacious  quack-books , 
(which  will  not  bear  reading  by  any  that  have  read 
the  originals,  being  calculated  only  for  fuch  mean, 
illiterate  reptiles,  as  addidt  themfelves  to  that  vile, 
pernicious  Trade  of  quacking,)  can  but  prompt  a 
man  to  think  he  underftands  phyfic,  and  pradtile  it, 
when  a  better  education  muft  convince  him  of  the 
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contrary,  and  make  him  tremble  at  the  thoughts  of 
the  Fupendous  task. 

Thus  has  Pharmacy  been  perverted  and  debafed . 
For  tho*  held  by  the  antients  in  the  fecond  rank ,  yet 
is  it  now  deemed  the  laft  and  meaneft  of  the  three 
branches  •,  and  indeed  under  the  prelent  mifmanage- 
ment  and  depravity,  it  may  of  all  trades  be  reckoned 
the  vileF  and  moF  defpicable  ;  and  inftead  of  being 
ufeful,  it  is  become  apparently  deftru&ive  to  fociety. 
A  footman  or  porter  may  now  a-days  pafs  for  an 
apothecary,  we  fee  fliops  daily  ferved  and  attended 
by  fuch,  or  ignorant  women.  I  have  known  an. 
apothecary’s  fhop  ferved  by  a  journey-man  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  mean  mechanic  trade,  who  knew  not  a  letter 
in  the  alphabet.  Nay,  a  wretch  who  converted 
more  with  brutes  than  men  \  the  Fable- tender  or 
groom  of  a  certain  eminent  apothecary,  has  been 
exalted  from  rubbing  of  horfes  heels,  to  attending 
his  maFer’s  table,  and  thence  to  wiping  of  compters 
and  pounding  mortars  •,  and  being  tranFated  from 
his  maFer’s  to  a  fhop  of  his  own,  acquired  fa  much 
craft  as  to  pafs  for  an  apothecary,  lived  in  repute 
among  his  neighbours  for  many  years,  and  died  not 
long  Fnce  in  very  confiderable  circumFances. 
Hence  the  calling  is  become  fo  vile  and  fcandalous* 
that  few,  befides  the  meaner  fort,  put  their  children 
to  learn  it,  and  fo  contemptible  are  thofe  after 
a  moF  fervile  and  tedious  apprenticefhip,  that  a 
journeyman  taylor,  or  fhoemaker,  or  any  of  the 
meaneF  handy-craft  trades,  Fiall  get  better  wages 
than  a  journeyman  apothecary,  of  ever  fo  good  un- 
derFanding  in  his  profelTion,  the  moF  ignorant 
being  capable  of  ferving  moF  of  our  common  Fops, 
which  conFFs  chieFy  in  retailing  medicines  made  up 
by  a  nominal  druggift ,  as  incapable  of  preparing,  as  an 
apothecary  of  prescribing  them  juFly  i  or  bought 
from  a  poor,  ignorant  herb- gatherer,  who  both 
frequently  fell  one  thing  for  another  of  ever  fo  dif¬ 
ferent  qualities,  which  impofitions  are  implicitly 
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©ver-looked  by  mafter  and  man  j  neither  thinking 
the  knowledge  of  fimple  or  compound  medicines 
material,  or  neceffary,  nor  their  preparation  or 
compofition  his  proper  occupation,  they  lay  them- 
felves  out  for  pradtifing  phyfic  and  chirurgery  s  for 
which  as  well  as  their  own  profeflion,  the  reading  a 
falfe  Engli/h  difpenfatory  is  reckoned  a  fufficient  qua¬ 
lification.  So,  quacking  being  the  principal  bufinefs 
of  a  modern  apothecary ,  he  generally  goes  thro1  that 
himfelf,  therefore  needs  no  judicious  emanuenfts ,  any 
raw-boy  being  foon  made  capable  of  the  ordinary 
bufinefs  of  his  fhop ;  for  which  reafon,  rather  than 
pay  journeyman’s  wages,  apprentices  are  multiplied 
at  any  rate,  and  at  all  hazards.  Whence  we  come 
to  have  more  apothecaries’  [hops  than  any  city  in 
Europe  in  proportion  :  We  are  within  eight  or  ten 
equal  in  number  with  thofe  of  Paris ,  which  I  think 
is  allowed  to  be  fix  times  as  populous  as  Dublin, 

But  this  fatal  degeneracy  has  now  made  fuch  a 
progrefs,  that  we  really  forget  or  know  not  what 
we  fhould  be.  For  regardiefs  of  the  worth  and 
dignity  of  our  art  and  of  the  public  benefit,  the 
apothecaries  have  negledted  and  abandoned  it,  and 
in  the  vain  purfuit  of  another,  (like  Alfop* s  dog) 
quitted  the  real  fubftance  for  an  empty  Jhadow  ;  fo, 
lofing  their  art,  have  dwindled  into  vile,  fallacious 
quacks,  vain  and  audacious  pretenders  to  phyfic  and 
chirurgery,  and  deftrudlive  hawkers  of  medicine. 
The  very  method  of  educating  youth  in  this  calling, 
is  either  quite  forgotten,  or,  fo  far  perverted  and 
changed  from  what  it  mull*  have  been  heretofore, 
that  it  is  by  great  accident  if  ever  we  happen  to  fee  any 
one  of  common  underftanding  in  that  profeflion  ; 
few  having  more  than  the  undeferved  name  of  apo¬ 
thecary 5  and  that  only  becaufe  he  lived  in  fome 
mean,  fervile  ftation  for  a  time,  with  one  of  that 
appellation.  Thefe  pretenders  are  above  the  ordinary 
bufinefs  and  attendance  of  a  fhop  ;  that  with  them 
is  quite  out  of  the  queltion  *  they  fly  at  higher  game. 

You 
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You  may  fee  fome  of  thefe  would-be  do 51  or s  in  all 
parts  of  the  town  in  queft  of  prey.  One  dreffed 
with  all  the  formality  of  a  prig,  another  affedting 
a  dirty  flovenly  mien,  and  an  unnatural,  fullen  grim- 
mace,  inftead  of  the  natural  gravity  which  mult 
neceflariiy  poflefs  men  of  underftanding  in  the 
important  pra&ice  of  phyfic.  The  firft  lliall  affume  a 
moll  pedantic,  dogmatic  air  ;  the  fecond,  an  ill- 
feigned,  awkward,  hippocratic  leer  :  and  either  fhall 
fmell,  tafte^  or  infpedt  excrements,  examine  the 
vifage  and  tongue,  and  feel  the  pulfe  with  great 
folemnity  *,  then,  in  a  long  fpun,  uncouth  jargon  of 
ilhchofen,  unintelligible,  technical  words,  enough  to 
raife  the  admiration  and  puzzle  all  the  nurfe- keepers 
in  Chriftendom ,  (hall  ask  a  poor  languifhing  patient* 
a  fet  of  tedious,  impertinent,  common-place  quefr 
tions,  which  he  cannot  poffibly  underftand,  and  con- 
fequently  cannot  anfwer.  But  the  wily  quack,  with 
a  felf-fufficient  look,  and  a  weighty,  revolving 
humb !  —  cries,  fo ,  —  ay ,  —  very  well ,  —  hemh9 
I  thought  jo ,  —  I  apprehend  you ,  and  fo  forth. 
Then  armed  with  fatal  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  he  pre- 
fcribes  largely,  fome  flunking,  mothered  waters, 
fermented  firrups,  pernicious  burning  fpirits,  in¬ 
grateful,  medicated  brandy -juleps  *,  or  at  beft,  unwhoU 
fome  and  unfavory  punch ,  which  the  prelcriber  (to 
whom  indeed  their  worth  is  folely  known)  calls 
fpi;czfic  or  alexipharmic ,  and  takes  care  often  to 
repeat,  becaufe  he  would  not  have  his  patient  die 
for  want  of  a  cordial ,  (as  it  is  termed)  or  rather, 
that  he  may  fell  his  wares  and  have  an  opportunity 
of  charging  for  his  vifits ;  tho5  he  does  not  know, 
but  he  hereby  in  effect  figns  the  poor  fnfferet’s 
death-warrant,  tho*  he  meant  only  to  draw  a  / mall  bill 
in  his  own  favour.  Yet  ask  this  mighty  jham-do5lor , 
how  the  meaneft  Gompofitions  in  his  fhop  are  made  ? 
whence  this  or  the  other  fimple  ingredient  ?  what 
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it’s  diftinguifhing  marks  and  ch a  rafter ittics  ?  or  the 
like;  I  will  venture  to  anfwer  for  him  rather  than 
betray  his  ignorance,  he  will  confefs  he  bought  them 
from  feme  honefi  druggift.  No,  no;  he  does  not 
ftoop  to  fuch  mean  things,  he  pratlifes  phyfic ;  like 
Garth’s  Colon, 

In  trifling  (hew  his  tinfel  talent  lies. 

And  form  the  want  of  intellects  fupplies. 

In  afpeft  grand  and  goodly  he  appears. 

Revered  as  patriarchs  in  primaeval  years. 

Hourly  his  learned  impertinence  affords, 

A  barren  fuperfluity  of  words. 

The  patients  ears  remorfelefs  he  affails. 

Murders  with  jargon  where  his  medicine  fails. 

Difpenf  Cant.  ii. 

Let  us  now  take  a  further  view  of  fuch  an  apo¬ 
thecary  and  fee  how  he  can  teach  pharmacy. 

The  apprentice  of  fetch  a  wafter%  begins  with  a 
fmall  fmattering  of  grammar  rules,  and  lome times 
none  ;  which  he  (lead  Tyro  fhould  foon  difeover 
his  ignorance  and  il literature,  or  in  time  out  do  him) 
judges  diffident.  His  fund  of  fenfe,  genius,  or  o- 
ther  abilities,  are  never  confldered,  being  indeed  but 
trifling  to  a  modern  Apothecary ,  for  a  little  acquired 
craft  may  make  a  mere  block-head,  or  even  an  /- 
deoty  pafs  for  an  Apothecary.  His  apprenticefliip  com¬ 
mences,  with  the  fervile  drudgery  of  the  moft  abjedl 
Have  *,  as  for  inftrudlion  of  any  kind  he  muft  not 
expedl  it,  his  mailer,  who  fhines  among  his  nurfe- 
keepers  and  co-equals,  had  none :  So  that  to  learn 
his  trade,  the  only  profpedtle  ft,  is  to  follow  the  good 
example  of  matter,  which  in  this  inftance  is  not  at¬ 
tended  with  much  difficulty,  and  therefore  requires 
but  few  documents.  For  altho5  he  deigns  to  fuffer  his 
vaffal  to  make  up  fome  few  phyficians  preferip- 
tions,  (out  of  pure  complaifance  to  the  elder  bro¬ 
thers  of  the  faculty  of  phyflc5  or  infuperable  love  of 

pelf,) 
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pdf,)  yet  he  never  lullies  his  own  delicate  hands 
v/ith  any  preparation  •,  his  fingers  are  made  for  no¬ 
bler  purpofes,  feeling  of  pulfes^  fin  other  words)  pick- 
ifig  of  pockets .  Nor  does  he  think  it  needful  he 
jfhould,  when  from  certain  half  bred  or  mungrel  apo¬ 
thecaries,  falfely  called  druggifts ,  he  can  buy  almoft 
every  preparation  or  compofition,  or  rather  JubHitutes 
for  any ,  ce?2t.per  cent,  cheaper  than  any  honeit  man  can 
make  them  *  nothing  need  be  v/anting  while  there  is 
any  thing  of  the  fame  or  like  appearance  in  the  fhop. 
The  poor  deluded  boy  is  told,  that  mailer  by- 
experience"  knows  this  or  the  other  bafe  and  foreign 
fubftitute  to  be  equal,  if  not  the  fame,  with  whatever 
he  is  pleaied  to  vend  it  for.  I  nus  is  he  to  learn  his 
future  occupation ! 

At  length  the  fiavifh  apprenticefhip  ended,  the  mi- 
ferable,  unedified  drudge  of  a  vile  quack  is  now  be¬ 
come  a  mailer.-— Of  what  ? - rWhy  of  a  fhop  only 

forfooth.— See  him  already  by  example,  if  not  by 
precept,  thorough  paced,  not  only  in  the  little  mean 
infinuating  artifices  and  tricks  oi  quacks  and  ordinary 
haberdafhcrs  of  drugs  *,  but  likewife  imbued  with  the 
bafe  penury  and  fordid  craft  of  pinching  on  the  one 
hand  the  induftrious  wretch,  who  for  want  of  better 
employment  feeks  a  miferable  livelihood,  by  gather¬ 
ing  the  herbs  or  reptiles  of  the  earth,  and  extorting 
on  the  other,  an  exorbitant  profit  from  tne  pitiful 
farthing  of  the  moil  neceflitous.  Having  obferved 
it  needful  while  an  apprentice,  he  chiefly  ftudied  the 
ajlucia  me  die  a,  the  querks  and  artifices  of  phyjic - 
jobbers ,  rather  than  the  neceffary  qualifications  of  a 
good  apothecary ,  to  which  he  is  yet  a  fc ranger.  He 
therefore  apes  fomething  of  the  Grefs  and  mien  of  a 
phyfician,  well  knowing,  that  etfeem  is  oft ener gained 
by  artifice  and  outward  appearance ,  than  by  real  worth 
cr  merit  \  and  then  by  fawning,  cringing,  diffimulati- 
on,  and  the  like,  gains  a  fet  of  acquaintance  and 
cuilomers  in  low  life,  by  whom  he  is  extolled,  till, 
by  degrees  or  accident,  he  riles  a  ilep  higher,  and  io 
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is  foon  (like  Moliere’s  faggot-maker*  tho*  not  al¬ 
ways  by  ftripes)  perfuaded  to  think  himfelfaDottor.  His 
cuftomers  he  now  calls  patients ,  in  imitation  of  his 
fuperiors,  and  had  he  called  them  fufferers^  the  appel¬ 
lation  would  be  fhill  more  expreflive  and  fignificant. 

His  foie  care  is  now  to  vend  the  deftrudive  maga¬ 
zine  of  perifhable  fhop- trumpery,  which  is  not  very 
difficult  to  effed,  when  the  quack  has  puflied  him- 
felf  into  fome  repute  with  the  vulgar,  among  whom 
he  mud  have  many  Jack-calls ,  by  whom  the  skilful 
phyficians  and  chirurgeons  are  artfully  decried  and 
falfely  vilified,  who  might  by  abftinence,  diet*  air*1 
or  exercife,  or  by  dexterity  of  hand  or  bandage, 
perhaps  without  the  ufe  of  a  fhop-medicine,  cure 
fundry  maladies,  for  which  the  phyftc-fhopkeeper  bears 
them  mortal  enmity,  as  they  do  not  promote  his 
trade  unneceffarily,  with  the  ufual  fallacious  infinua- 
tioti  of  his  unparallelled  skill  and  judgement  in  phyfic  and 
thirurgery ,  and  his  thorough  acquaintance  with  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  both ,  from  the  number  of  recipes ,  which  come  in¬ 
to  his  hands:  but  above  all,  the  cheapnefs  of  his  advice 
and  attendance ;  being  faid  to  charge  no  more  than 
the  bare  prices  of  a  few  necejfary ,  cheap  Remedies  \  which 
is  the  principal  recommendation.  His  character  thus 
eftablifhed,  he  has  frequent  opportunities  of  putting 
off  his  commodities  at  any  rate,  and  this  he  takes 
care  to  improve  by  raifing  fo  many  dangers  and  dif¬ 
ficulties,  that  he  keeps  his  poor  fufferers  in  as  wretched 
a  ftate  of  dread  and  dependence,  as  the  wicked  and 
ignorant  quack  Cottier  did  the  timorous  king  of 
France  *.  Thefe  abjed  vaffals  of  an  ufurping  apo¬ 
thecary. ,  (to  palliate,  cure,  or  prevent  fome  imaginary 
or  fiditious  diftemper,)  are  never  to  ceafe  taking 
medicines,  being  perfuaded  they  cannot  live  an  hour 
longer  than  they  are  crammed  with  fome  unneceffary 
naufeous  part  or  other  of  his  decaying  f hop -lumber^  till 
after  many  filthy,  expenfive  drenches,  harraffed  nature 
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finks  under  the  oppreflive  weighty  or  by  her  own 
ftrength  breaks  the  bonds,  and  he  is  pleafed  to  take 
the  honor  of  the  cure,  and  to  pronounce  them  in 
iiatu  fano.  If  a  bleeding  or  any  chirurgical  operati¬ 
on  fhould  be  wanting,  provided  it  be  fuch  as  his  ig¬ 
norance  and  incapacity  may  not  too  plainly  appear 
in,  and  wherewith  he  may  confume  plenty  of  Styptics s 
Litus's ,  Balfams^  Liniments ,  Ointments  and  Plaftersr 
it  is  done  by  the  apothecary,  cito,  into \  £s?  jucunde ,  and 
that  too  without  the  leaft  help  of  a  chirurgeon  ;  which 
the  Tick  are  told  to  be  quite  unneceffary,  as  phyficians 
in  other  cafes  the  fees  of  both  being  pretended  to  be 
faved  by  the  quack.  As  a  thrifty  ale  wife,  .to  avoid 
excife,  gave  her  cuftomers  ale  gratis ,  paying  two 
pence  for  the  toad  and  nutmeg  put  into  each  quart* 

Moreover  to  confirm  the  populace  in  their  vain 
notions  of  their  apothecary’s  judgement  in  phyfic,  he 
has  generally  the  artifice  to  become  the  baled;  pla¬ 
giary,  For  among  the  cuftomers,  he  ufes  on  every 
occafion,  or  rather  abufes ,  the  prefcriptions,  and  even 
borrows  the  very  words  of  the  fa  mi  1  y  -  phy  fie  ian* 
Thus  he  fteals  the  docftor  from  himfelf !  (if  I  may 
be  allowed  the  phrafe)  infomuch,  that  when  by  force 
he  is  called  in  and  confulted,  it  is  ten  to  one  the  pre¬ 
judiced  patients  will  fay,  that  the  debtor  J aid  and  di¬ 
rected  the  very  fame  things  'which  the  worthy  apothe¬ 
cary  did  before ,  in  this  or  fome  other  cafe,  which  they 
think,  or  perhaps  are  told,  was  the  fame. 

I  cannot  here  overlook  that  molt  abominable  prac¬ 
tice  of  fome  apothecaries  and  druggiftsy  who  not  only 
perfonate  one  another,  by  afifuming  the  name  of 
their  neighbouring  brethren,  in  order  to  fteal  their 
cuftomers,  but  a  certain  audacious  quack  has  been 
known  to  perfonate  a  late  phyfician  of  his  name ,  and 
to  recommend  himfelf  after  as  an  apothecary.  Thefe 
bafe  artifices  lead  them  to  make  repetitions  of 
prefcriptions  which  they  never  law,  being  on  ano¬ 
ther’s  file.  How  fatal  fuch  horrid  guefs-work  muft 
qften  prove.,  to  the  patient  and  pretcriber,  is  eafity 
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judged ;  and  how  late  a  gentleman  of  figure  fuffer-* 
ed  by  this  fort  of  chicane ,  as  well  as  his  phyfician,  I 
lhall  not  fay,  left  it  fhould  too  far  injure  a  certain 
pert,  young  quack  apothecary,  whole  rafhnefs  in  this 
inftance,  will,  I  hope,  prove  a  warning  to  him  for 
the  future. 

Thus  admirably  equipped  with  craft  and  artifice, 
arid  with  impudence  and  afifurance,  (the  infeparable 
attendants  of  ignorance)  this  monftrous ,  amphibious 
animal ,  this  Welched  cobler  in  medicine ,  who  has  not 
in  reality  a  fingle  qualification  for  a  'phyfician  or 
thirurgeon ,  nor  perhaps  even  for  an  apothecary ,  vainly 
pretends  to  the  knowledge  of  the  three ,  and  fd 
takes  upon  him  the  foie  care  and  management  of 
the  fick  in  all  diftempers  and  diforders  *,  acute  or 
chronic ,  phyfiical  or  chirurgical  cafes  are  all  alike  to 
him,  well  knowing  that  his  incapacity  is  not  obvious 
to  the  unhappy  parties  concerned  !  he  hardily  perfifts  in 
his  malpractices,  being  blinded  with  ignorance , 
prompted  by  avarice ,  and  having  his  confcience 
hardened  by  an  early  contracted  habit  of  iniquity^ 
till  he  has  rendered  the  unhappy  fufierers  immedica¬ 
ble  ^  and  then  (feldom  or  never  before)  permits  a 
phyfician  or  chirurgeon  to  be  called  in  *,  or  rather, 
if  he  can,  brings  in  fom t  poor  pretender  to,  or  mercena¬ 
ry  tool  of,  either  profeiTion,  to  juftify  his  apparent 
mifconduct,  or  to  take  the  honor  of  giving  the  tor¬ 
tured  fufferer  the  Coup  de  Grace . 

I  (hall  beg  leave  to  give  one  melancholy  inftance 
of  this  kind  out  of  many.  A  certain  unfortunate 
man,  who  too  much  confided  in  the  boafted  fkill 
of  a  bold  prefumptuous  quack,  committed  himfelf 
to  his  care  for  a  certain,  (light,  fecret  diforder:  The 
apothecary  judging  it  the  only  way  to  make  a  penny 
of  the  patient,  proceeded  to  adminifter  medicines 
by  wholefiale .  For  within  the  compafs  of  three 
months  he  gave  him  above  forty  doles  of  mercurial 
phyfic,  with  fundry  other  coftly  drenches,  which 
brought  a  confiderable  flux  of  humors  upon  the  af- 
feCted  part :  to  which  he  then  made  divers  unCluoui 

appli- 
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applications,  till  at  length  it  became  Cancerous. 
Laflly  he  had  recourfe  to  falivation,  but  with  no 
better  fuccels,  the  patient  grew  fenfibly  worfe  :  Yet 
the^Quack  to  difpel  the  growing  doubts  and  fufpici- 
ons  of  the  poor  abufed  man,  called  in  a  reputed  phy * 
fician,  to  juftify  his  mal-pra£tice,  and  aflift  him  in 
the  cure.  The  do 51  or  being  unable  to  fatisfy  the 
unhappy  fufferer  in  his  diftruft  of  the  pack ,  he  call¬ 
ed  in  better  afliflance,  and  had  his  life  with  great 
difficulty  faved,  by  the  amputation  of  the  diftem- 
pered  member,  Notwithstanding  all  this  grofs 
abufe  of  the  miferable  patient,  this  unworthy  apo* 
thecary,  who  may  be  prefumed  to  be  the  principal 
caufe  of  the  greateft  evil  attending  this  cafe,  makes 
a  moft  extravagant  large  bill,  with  a  charge  of 
twenty  /hillings  to  his  coadjutor  the  do&or,  annexed. 

By  thefe  and  fuch  like  unnatural  tranfgreftions,  is 
the  apothecary  led  out  of  the  way  of  his  duty,  and 
bred  an  utter  ftranger  to  all  parts  of  his  proper 
calling.  By  this  vile  craft  he  gets  his  bread,  no 
wonder  then  he  fhould  be  firmly  attached  to  it* 
This  is  all  he  learns,  all  he  knows,  all  he  pradifess 
all  he  teaches  :  And  this  he  finds  fufficient  to  re¬ 
commend  him  :  He  indeed  generally  takes  care  to 
fecure  an  intereft  in  fome  party  or  club,  whether 
religious  or  politic,  no  matter  with  how  little  reafon, 
provided  he  efpoufes  and  defends  their  principles 
with  a  good  flock  of  blind  zeal  and  violence,  he  is  litre 
of  the  Society's  favour*  fo  he  may  fecurely  negledt 
his  true  profe/Jion.  He  therefore  employs  his  whole 
time  in  quacking  or  firoling  over  the  town  in  quefl 
of  prey.  For  to  avoid  the  dangerous  imputation  of 
having  nothing  to  do,  no prablice,  (as  the  phrafe  is,) 
he  mu  ft  never  be  found  at  home  *  not  to  be  feen 
in  his  noifome  fhop  except  by  accident  to  preicribe 
for  fome  fudden  emergency,  or  perhaps  fometimes 
to  edify  by  reading  over  his  own  ilUchofen ,  Jlolen  re*  ’ 
cipe's ,  there  carefully  filed  more  for  jhew  than  ufe  * 
That  done,  he  muft  hurry  forth*  and  rufh  thro*  ~ 
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the  ftreets  as  if  he  had  fo  many  calls,  that  he  c.anffot 
tell  which  flrft  to  anfwer  :  While  the  principal  part 
of  his  btifinefs,  furnifhing  the  fhop  and  ferving  the 
wretched  alftomers ,  is  left  to  borne  mercenary  fleam- 
druggift 5  a  miferahle  herb ■gatherer  ^  and  a  raw  appren¬ 
tice.  The  very  Druggift ,  who  in  all  other  nations 
in  Europe  is  but  Pharmacopola ,  a  mere  drug-mer¬ 
chant,  is  with  us,  not  only  a  phyfician  and  chirurgeon , 
but  alfo  a  Galenic  and  Chemic  apothecary  ;  a  feller 
of  druggs ,  medicines ,  nsernices ,  ci/j,  paints  or  colour s, 
poyfons ,  &c.  ^  of  all  trades ,  and  in  truth,  02#- 

jler  of  none - —For  bad  as  the  ufual  education  of  an 

apothecary  may  be,  if  it  could  be  yet  worfe,  he 
may  make  a  good  modern  druggift  enough.  And 
it  is  demonftrable,  that,  among  the  many  who 
aflame  that  name,  there  are  not  above  two  in  Dub¬ 
lin  that  have  any  right  to  it.  Thefe  who  are,  if 
poflible,  worfe  quacks  than  the  apothecaries,  and 

fenerally  worfe  qualified  in  every  refpehi:,  were  the 
rft  who  introduced  that  blackeft  villainy  of  fbphi- 
fticating,  and  debating  of  medicines  to  gain  fame  and 
appiaufe  by  underfed ing  their  honeft  brethren  $ 
and  you  fhall  no w  find  moft  of  them  ready  to  make 
up  the  preferiptions  of  phyficians  and  chirurgeons, 
brought  to  them  by  the  ignorant  vulgar,  (who  alone 
indeed  intruft  them  with  fuch,)  at  any  rate  they  are 
offered,  even  tho5  they  cannot  read  them,  and  tho* 
they  may  be  compofed  of  fundry  medicaments  to 
them  utterly  unknown.  How  muft  the  unhappy 
patient  and  preferiber  fuffer,  whole  preferiptions 
fall  into  fuch  unworthy  hands  ? 

-  Thus  wretchedly  is  pharmacy  taught  and  prabtifed 
now  a- days.  Flow  foreign  to  the  manner  of  the 
antient ,  true  apothecaries ,  is,  I  hope,  evident  from  the 
foregoing  ;  and  how  contradictory  to  reafon,  juftice9 
and  common  fenfe,  is,  I  believe,  to  every  rational 
unprejudiced  man,  obvious.  Yet,  that  under  the  pre- 
fent  fatal  mifluanagement,  it  is,  and  muft  continue  fo9 
is3  I  think 3,  moft  decnonftrable^  For  a  man  who 
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takes  the  greateft  pains  to  learn  that  art,  and 
acquires  the  molt  extraordinary  knowledge,  and  all 
the  requifite  qualifications  therein,  and  ever  fo  ftrid- 
iv,  and  diligently  attends  to  the  regular  calls  of  his 
profeflion,  and  difeharges  the  duty ,  and  proper  office 
of  an  apothecary ,  if  he  does  not  moft  audacioudy 
and  adventuroufiy,  quack  in  all  cafes  without  dif- 
tind'ion,  he  is  furely  deemed  but  a  blockhead ,  and 
may  remain  to  the  generality  unknown,  and  ftarve  j 
or  perhaps  have  the  comfort  of  being  reputed,  in 
his  narrow  circle  of  acquaintance,  a  good ,  honeffi 
fellow ,  but  no  apothecary  ;  that  is  to  fay,  no  quack  5 
and  is  therefore  defpiled,  becaufe,  he  has  the  candor 
and  integrity,  not  to  intermeddle  with  any  bufinefs, 
but  his  own,  nor  to  attempt  things  beyond  his 
fphere.  In  fhort  it  is  not  fucli  a  man  that  is  with 
us  deemed  an  apothecary ,  no,  it  is  the  moil  defpica- 
ble  of  all  human  beings,  a  wretch  ignorant  of  all 
arts,  yet  pretending  to  the  greateft  5  a  falfe,  dif- 
fembling  lycophant,  that  pooh*  (hallow  mirnick,  or 
untowardly  ape  of  a  phyfician,  chirurgeon  and  apo¬ 
thecary,  the  vile,  deluding  quack  !  Where  then  is 
the  encouragement  to  excel  in  this  art,  when  the 
mod:  ignorant  of  it,  are,  by  the  generality,  preferred, 
and  moft  efteemed  ? 

I  am  well  apprized  that  thefe  will  appear  flrange 
innovations  to  fome  of  the  brethren,  as  well  as  fa 
thofe  who  have  not  only  let  the  pretended  apothe¬ 
caries  into  the  fecrets  'of  their  families,  but  alfo  in- 
difcreetly  committed  the  care  of  their  health  and 
lives,  into  fuch  unworthy  hands,  and  fuffered  them- 
felves  to  be  blindly,  and  implicitly  governed  by 
them.  Yet  even  thofe  upon  impartial  examination, 
and  feriou.s  coniideration,  will  find  them  literally 
juft  and  true.  It  requires  no  great  depth  of  faga- 
city  to  found  thefe  ambitious  pretenders,  and  to 
find  how  unfit  and  incapable  they  are,  to  practice 
the  profeflion,  whole  name  they  unddcrvedly  bear, 
and  how  much  more  that  of  phyfic  and  chirurgery, 
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How  many  are  there  among  us  fo  palpably  ignorant, 
in  a  moft  material  branch  of  their  profeffed  art,  as 
to  be  daily  impofed  upon,  not  only  by  their  drug- 
gift,  but  even  by  the  fimple  herb-gatherer,  who 
both  frequently  impofe  upon  them,  one  thing  for 
another,  tho*  ever  fo  different  in  their  nature  and 
properties  ?  Is  it  not  notorious,  that  thapfia  or 
deadly  carrot,  for  turpeth,  gout- wort,  or  herb  gerard, 
for  mafter-wort,  Englijh  black  maidenhair,  for  the 
black  and  true  maidenhairs,  fpurious  germander, 
for  ground-pine,  burnet,  for  faxifrage,  male  fern, 
for  ofmond-royal,  fig-wort,  for  folomon’s  feal,  wall- 
pepper  or  ftone  crop,  for  fmall  houfeleek,  cyprefs 
for  favin,  {linking  black  horehound,  for  the  white, 
bugle,  for  betony,  and  many  fuch  like  pernicious 
impoftures,  are  daily  palmed  upon  the  ignorant  a- 
pothecaries ,  notwithftanding  the  mo  ft  apparent 
difparity  in  their  outward  appearance,  as  well  as  in 
their  virtues  and  effedts  ?  And  is  not  the  common 
excufe  of  our  apothecaries ,  upon  the  examiners  con¬ 
demning  any  drugg  or  medicine,  in  their  fhops,  that 
they  bought  it  at  an  high  price  from  Mr.  fuch  an 
one,  a  druggift?  Did  not  about  lixty  apothecaries 
and  druggiits,  oppofe  the  Bill  for  preventing  Frauds 
and  Ahufes  in  Pharmacy ,  and  jointly  affert  many 
grofs  abftirdities  and  falfhoods,  and  make  many 
moil  frivolous  equivocations,  in  their  cafe  offered  to 
the  Houle  of  Peers,  in  the  year  1735  ?  did  they  not 
therein  call  caftor  a  cod ,  and  caffia  fruit  a  cane ,  like 
a  fugar  cane  ?  and  what  lefs  than  the  darkefl  ig¬ 
norance,  or  the  moft  confummate  perverfity,  could 
thus  .prompt  them  to  trifle  with  fo  auguft  an  af— 
fembly  ?  Did  not  two  apothecaries  of  fome  emi¬ 
nence,  in  the  year  1739,  advertife  Mrs.  Stephens’s 
medicines ,  for  fale,  long  before  the  materials  couid 
poffibly  be  had,  or  prepared  ?  and  did  not  thefe 
worthy  brethren  afterwards  employ  a  certain,  aban¬ 
doned,  infamous  quack,  (once  well  known  to  watch- 
mn7  and  mid-night  magifirates #  to  bailiffs ,  proftorsy 
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church-wardens ,  &c.)  to  vilify  him,  whom  they  only 
fttfpeftedy  to  have  detected  their  abominable  deceit  ? 
In  charity,  I  hope,  and  am  willing  to  believe,  all 
this,  and  more,  the  effects  of  pure,  confirmed  igno¬ 
rance  ;  which,  tho*  equally  pernicious  with  defign, 
there  is  not  at  prefen t  the  lead  profpecf  of  re¬ 
moving  :  For  fince  it  is  not  worth  while  to  fpend 
any  time  or  pains,  to  learn  a  difregarded  profeffion, 
by  which  fo  little  profit  is  to  be  gained,  as  by  true 
Pharmacy ,  (the  bare  name  being  enough  to  garnijh 
the  quack ,  nay,  to  dub  him  a  dottor  in  his  own ,  and 
the  vulgar  eyes ,)  it  can  hardly  be  otherwife  expedled, 
as  the  livelihood  of  moil  apothecaries,  now  a-days, 
depends  upon  their  hawking  about  and  quacking 
with  fuch  of  their  weak,  unguarded  neighbours,  as 
buffer  themfelves  to  fall  a  prey  to  their  perfidious 
craft  and  avarice. 

It  is  mod  wonderful,  and  to  thofe  who  are  not 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  proper  office  and 
duty  of  an  apothecary,  inconceivable,  what  an  ab- 
jedl  date  of  depravity  and  degeneracy  the  apothe¬ 
caries  of  this  age  are  fallen  into ;  and  fuch  in  time 
mud  be  the  cafe  of  phyfic  alfo,  from  the  necedary 
mutual  connection  of  each  art,  with  the  other :  But 
moreover,  it  cannot  belong  worth  any  man’s  while 
to  fpend  the  heft  pari  of  his  life ,  and  much  of  his 
fortune ,  in  tedious,  laborious  dudies,  deep  and 
accurate  re fe arches,  into  the  mod  hidden,  and  re¬ 
mote  receffes  of  nature,  when  no  didjn&ion  is  made 
between  him,  and  fo  bafe  a  pretender  to  phyfic,  as 
an  illiterate,  unbred  apothecary ;  more  efpecially 
when  it  is  in  the  power  of  fuch,  to  prevent  his  doing 
the  good  he  feeks  in  his  profeffion,  to  elude  his  bed 
skill,  and  frudrate  all  his  hopes  and  intentions  of 
cure,  by  ignorance,  diffionedy,  or  negled,  which 
mud  loon  bring  him,  and  the  whole  art,  into  the  ut- 
mod  contempt. 

But  it  is  yet  more  furprifing,  that  thefe  very  men 
Ihould  fo  far  have  deceived  the  public,  as  to  have 
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their  pernicious  quacking  and  tampering,  with  the 
health  and  lives  of  the  people,  dill  countenanced 
by  many  perfons  (in  other  refpe&s)  of  good  fenfe, 
and  home  of  the  beft  families.  To  fee  an  hawking 
apothecary ,  that  word  kind  of  mountebank ,  in  dearth 
of  trade,  run  drolling  thro’  the  dreets,  gaping  for 
prey,  mud  furely  move  the  contempt  and  indigna¬ 
tion  of  every  confederate  man,  who  knows  how  he 
Jloould  he  employed.  Yet  purfue  him  but  a  little  fur¬ 
ther,  you  will  find  the  cringing  vagrant,  a  dill 
greater  object  of  your  difdain.  That  learned  phy- 
fician,  and  ingenious  humorid,  Dr.  Mandtville ,  gives 
the  following  true  and  lively  portraits  of  one  of 
thde  mercenary  feekers.  *  I  have  feen  (fays  he) 
an  apothecary  in  an  idle  afternoon,  go  to  the  houfe 
‘e  of  a  perfon  of  quality,  who  made  ufe  of  him  ; 

there  happened  to  be  none  at  home,  but  children 
<c  and  fervants,  who  from  the  highed  to  the  lowed 
were  in  perfect  health  ;  if  here  he  came  for 
“  bufinefs,  (youdl  fay)  he  was  difappointed,  but  you 
are  midaken  ;  the  courteous  gentleman,  with  an 
“  engaging  familiarity,  aceods  every  fervant  in  the 
*c  houfe,  and  puts  off  a  purge  to  the  cook,  a  vomit 
to  the  butler,  a  box  of  pills  to  one  of  the  foot- 
*c  men,  and  a  pot  of  Lucatellus* s  balfam  to  old 
nurfe.  The  children  abfolutely  refudng  to  take 
any  phyfic,  at  lead  inwardly,  he  coaxes  little 
-  mader  into  the  ufe  of  a  charming  dentifrice, 
and  a  fweet-fmelling  collyrium,  to  rince  his 
mouth  with  after  it,  that  fhall  preferve  his  teeth, 
and  make  them  look  like  ivory,  tho9  he  fhould 
<c  eat  nothing  but  fugar  and  fweet-meats  all  the 
day  long  ;  to  pretty  mifs,  he9ll  fend  a  lotion  for 
her  hair,  and  a  (cofmetic)  pade  for  her  hands, 
<e  that  fhall  render  one  as  bright  as  diver,  and  the 
*c  other  whiter  than  fnow  with  a  beautifying  wadi 
y  to  the  maid,  that  affided  in  perfuading  them. 
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c*  The  affable  Gentleman  has  every  body’s  good 
4C  word  ;  the  children  are  pleafed,  the  fervants  com- 
44  mend  him,  my  lady  is  obliged  to  him  :  and 
,c  ten  to  one  but  the  fir  ft  opportunity  of  driving 
<c  that  way,  her  coach  flops  at  his  door,  and  flie 

thanks  him  for  the  care  he  took  of  her  family  in 
Ci  her  abfence.5’  — - —  Admirable  encouragement  to 
vending  the  flop  trumpery  at  any  rate ,  unnecejjdrily  ! 
Sure  every  rational,  unprejudiced  man,  mu  ft  judge 
this,  and  fuch  like  mean  artifices  of  apothecaries, 
more  culpable  and  more  pernicious  to  the  public, 
than  the  paltry  harangues  of  a  brawling  mounte¬ 
bank,  to  a  rude  rabble,  as  fuch  only  will  hear  him  ; 
whereas  the  former  have  recourie  to  all  ranks  and 
degrees  ol  men. 

How  the  more  rational  and  better  fort  of  people 
come  to  acquiefce  under  thefe  heavy  grievances,  in 
the  moft  tender  point,  and  fuffer  the  greatell  impo¬ 
sitions  in  matters  of  the  laft  moment,  without  ever 
having  even  attempted  a  redreis,  is  aftonifhing  :  But 
as  it  muft  now  be  owing  to  their  not  knowing  the 
abufes  and  cheats,  long  citftom  having  made  them  fa¬ 
miliar,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that,  when  the  evil  confe- 
quences  thereof  are  laid  open,  every  good  man 
will  concur  in  taking  fome  meafures  to  prevent  them 
for  the  future. 

Sure  there  is  nothing  more  inconfiflent  with 
common  reafon,  than  'the  taking  apothecaries 
from  their  proper  office  and  flation !  I  never  faw 
a  patient  that  was  not  defirous  the  apothecary 
fhould  himfelf  prepare  whatfoever  medicines  fhould 
be  preferred  for  him  *,  and  if  he  is  employed 
in  quacking,  and  his  time  devoted  to  that  alone, 
how  is  it  poffible  he  can  fee  his  cuftomers  juftly 
ierved  ?  But  if  none  other  evil  had  arofe  from  the 
taking  apothecaries  from  their  occupation,  and 
encouraging  them  to  quack,  and  thereby  to  negled 
their  immediate  office  and  duty,  than  fubje&ing  the 
public  to  the  grievous  tax,  of  confuming  as  much 
of  the  apothecaries  drugs,  and  at  fuch  a  late,  as 
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they  think  proper,  methinks  that  fliould  have 
deterred  men  from  it  fufficiently.  Should  any  of 
the  molt  reputable  and  creditable  artifts,  or  traded 
men  befides,  be  employed  in  furnifhing  a  family 
with  their  goods,  will  any  one  fay  to  fuch,  come  and 
fee  me ,  examine  mine  houfe ,  and  fend  me  as  much  of 
your  commodities  as  you  think  requifite  for  me  ?  I  be- 
lieve  no  man,  in  his  fenfes,  could  be  fo  weak  :  And 
yet,  why  fhould  people  repofe  more  confidence  in 
apothecaries,  than  in  other  tradefmen,  in  the  like 
inftances  ?  they  are  but  men,  and  altho*  there  may 
yet  be  among  them  fome  not  unworthy  of  Sparta,  in 
her  primitive  purity ,  yet  this  is  too  great  a  truft,  to 
be  repofed  in  mere  mortals  :  For  they  have  (hops 
like  other  tradefmen,  and  thefe  too  furnifhed  with 
perifhahle  wares ,  which  they  muff,  therefore,  vend 
the  more  expeditioufly <  Had  they  capacities  for 
prattifing  phyfic  or  chirurgery ,  they  ordinarily  have 
no  gratuity  allowed  them  for  the  fuppofed  good 
they  do,  or  for  their  trouble,  but  what  they  procure 
for.  themfelves,  by  charging  it  on  their  medicines, 
which,  with  giving  them  in  great,  unneceffary  abun¬ 
dance,  they  afTuredly  take  care  of,  being  left  en¬ 
tirely  their  own  carvers.  And  were  they  as  well 
qualified  for  that  weighty  undertaking  as  Hippocrates , 
it  is  hardly  to  be  expedled  that  they  fhould  be  fuch 
faints ,  as  to  refufe  or  negledt  procuring  payment  or 
recompence  for  their  extraordinary  labours,  or  what 
they  call  their  art ,  efpecially  while  it  is  left  at  their 
option  *,  the  ready  way  to  effe£l  which,  is,  by  fluffing 
the  unhappy  fufferer  with  much  naufeous,  and 
(probably)  unneceffary  or  improper  medicines, 
even  in  fuch  flight  diforders,  as  nature,  without  their 
impertinent  interruptions,  could  better  throw  off, 

by  her  unaffifted  powers. - “  If  a  fifh-monger, 

or  poulterer,  (fays  Mandevillef)  fhould  go  to  a 
cc  cuflorner’s  houfe  after  dinner,  when  the  mafter  and 
**  miftreis  were  abroad,  advife  the  fervants,  one  to 
it  *  fine  &lmon,  the  other  to  a  dozen  of  turkey 
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pouts,  and  fend  them  home  accordingly,  would 
you  not.  think  them  very  impudent  rafeals 
Mofl  certainly  :  And  yet  the  officious  quack  apothe¬ 
cary  is  equally  guilty  with  either,  both  having  put 
off  their  wares,  where  they  knew  they  were  not  at 
all  wanting  or  neceffary,  with  this  aggravation, 
that  the  former  gave  fome  things  ufeful,  and  of 
known  value,  but  the  latter  things  entirely  ufelefs, 
at  beft,of  fmall  intrinfic  worth  •,  to  the  taker, of  none, 
unlefs  by  accident,  and  perhaps  very  dangerous  and 
hurtful. 

The  caufe  of  the  groundlefs  notions  ufually  en¬ 
tertained,  cf  the  skill  and  judgement  of  apothecaries , 
in  phyfic  and  chirurgery ,  and  the  cheapnefs  of  their 
advice ,  is  a  vain,  vulgar  prejudice,  induftrioufty  pro¬ 
pagated  by  artful  quacks,  and  their  fervile  tools  and 
emiffaries.  From  the  apothecaries,  feeing  the 
practice  of  phyficians  and  chirurgeons,  in  lundry 
diftempers  and  diforders,  with  the  great  numbers 
of  the  preferiptions  of  both,  which  neceffarily  come 
into  their  hands,  it  is  infinuated  and  imagined,  that 
they  muft  underftand  the  whole  art  of  healing  in  all  if  s 
parts ,  as  well  as  thofe  who  have  made  it  their  fok 
Jluay  and  prafl ice,  for  many  years :  And  this  is  the 
reafon,  why  apothecaries  are  ufually  fir  ft  called  to  the 
fick,  by  which  means,  they  are  in  fa6f  rendered  the 
jack-calls  of  phyficians  and  chirurgeons ;  in  as  much 
as  it  is  manifeft,  that  they  often  make  work  for  both, 
by  multiplying  patients,  and  rendering  many  cafes 
worfe,  and  more  inveterate,  than  when  they  were 
firft  confulted,  if  the  unhappy  fufferers  have  the 
good  fortune  to  outlive  their  expenfive,  injudicious 
tamperings  for  any  time. 

It  may  now  perhaps  be  advanced  as  heretofore, 
upon  another  occafion  *,  and  it  muft  be  allowed, 
that  a  thorough  bred ,  experienced  apothecary ,  who 
knows  the  faces ,  qualities ,  and  vertaes ,  of  fimple  and 

compound 


*  See  Obferv.  on  the  phyfician’s  Bill,  172.5. 


*(  42  ) 

compound  medicines ,  (to  which  I  muft  add,  who  un~ 
derftands  anatomy,  and  the  animal  ceconomy,  and 
knows  the  jiiftories,  caufes,  and  diagnoses  of  dif- 
tempers,  without  which,  he  can  never  be  capable  of 
making  juft  obfervations  on  the  effeds  of  remedies, 
or  curing  difeafes,)  may  be  as  fafely  confided  in ,  as  the 
graduate  of  any  univerfity :  And  the  fame  may  be 
laid  of  an  old  nurfe-keeper. — -—It  is  certain,  a  gang 
of  lawlefs  thieves  and  vagabonds ,  founded  the  greateft 
common-wealth  in  the  world,  and  promulged  the 
wifeft  human  laws  For  the  punifhment  and  fup- 
preffion  of  vice,  and  the  encouragement  of  virtue 
But  lure  we  are  not  to  exped  the  like  from  every 
•fet  of  Banditti  ?  Nor  fuffer  any  evil  to  be  done,  that 
good  may  accrue  ?  Why  then  fhould  the  prefen t 
race  of  apothecaries,  who  neither  have,  nor  can  pre¬ 
tend  to  the  requifite  qualifications  of  phyficians,  or 
chirurgeons,  be  allowed  to  fport  with  the  health, 
lives,  and  fortunes  of  the  public,  at  their  dileredon  ? 
When  it  is  evident,  they  fhould  not  be  trolled  with 
the  care  of  the  Tick,  in  any  diforder,  nor  even  in 
their  own  profeffion,  till  they  have  firft  given  open 
proofs  of  their  underftanding  it.  .  Nothing  fhould 
induce  you  to  give  any  men  fuch  an  unreafonable, 
and  unjuft  toleration.  Our  happy  conftitution  is 
fuch,  that  no  man,  or  body  of  men,  can  make  a 
monopoly  of  any  art,  feie nee,  or  trade  :  For  a  meri¬ 
torious  perfon,  amefnable  to  the  laws,  may  be  ad¬ 
mitted  to  profefs,  or  praclife  any  occupation  what- 
foever.  If  any  man  is  confcious  of  his  knowledge, 
or  capacity  in  medicine,  he  may  prelent  himfelf  to 
the  college  of  phyficians,  and  lue  for  a  licence  to 
pradife,  which,  having  anfwered  the  proper  exami- 
tions,  they  are  obliged  to  grant,  they  cannot  refufe  : 
So  that  an  apothecary 5  or  any  other  perfon,  found 
duly  qualified, may  obtain  a  licence, to  pradife  phyficr 
But  we  find  none  of  our  apothecaries  have,  in  any 
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Indance,  legally  qualified  themfelves  for  fueh  a 
weighty  undertaking,  mod  contenting  themfelves 
with  no  better  a  Diploma  than  a  fro  op,  garni fhed 
with  fundrj  empty ,  painted ,  and  labelled  vejjels ,  with 
it’s  windows  adorned  with  monfir ous ,  or  ftrange , 
ujelefs  animals ,  as  tortoifes ,  toads,  &c.  how  then  are 
they  to  be  trailed  in  matters  of  fuch  importance? 
.Are  they  not  rather  to  be  induftrioufiy  avoided,  and 
judly  defpifed  ?  ✓ 

To  attain  to  a  competent  knowlege  in  pharmacy, 
and  afterwards  to  difeharge  the  'office,  juflly  and 
faithfully,  muft  require  more  time  than  apothecaries 
can  properly  fpare,  who  attempt  arts,  for  which 
they  have  laid  no  fort  of  foundation  :  And  as  none 
of  them,  have  performed  any  of  the  requifites  for 
a  phyfician ,  or  chirurgeon,  and  few,  or  none,  even 
thofe  for  an  apothecary,  I  think  it  as  arrogant,  and 
as  impudent  in  an  apothecary,  to  prefume,  to  prac- 
tife  phffic  or  chirnrgery,  or  to  pretend  to  any  skill 
or  judgement  in  either,  as  it  would  be  in  the  mod 
illiterate  printer  or  bookfeller,  to  pretend  to  the  Ma¬ 
thematics,  or  any  other  branch  of  Philofcphy  or  Li¬ 
terature,  merely  becaufe  he  printed  fundry  learned 
books,  in  thefe  fciences,  for  fide  ;  or,  for  a  colom 
grinder,  (to  ufe  MandeviU e*s  words,)  to  painting, 
only  becaufe  he  grinds  the  feveral  colors,  and  per¬ 
haps  prepares  the  pallate  and  pencils  for  his  mailer, 
and  fees  him  frequently  paint.  The  apothecary,  it 
is  true,  may  frequently  fee  patients  in  all  manner  of 
diflempersand  diforders,  hear  and  fee  the  mod  judici¬ 
ous  phyficians  and  chirurgeons,  accurately  examine  their 
various  complaints,  may  perufe  their  feveral  pre- 
feriptions,  nay  prepare  and  .adminifler  them.  The 
printer  likewife  may  fee  the  bed  manuferipts  of  the 
mod  celebrated  authors  in  all  branches  of  Philo] ophy , 
<may  print  and  reprint  them,  and  have  thoufands  of 
•impreffions  to  difpofe  of  :  And  the  color-grinder 
alfo,  may  daily  fee  his  mafier  execute  his  bed  skill 
and  paoft  fulplim^  deiigas  iq  dptiwipg,  and  may  (by 
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his  directions)  make  up  and  lay  out  in  due  order  up¬ 
on  the  pallate,  the  feveral  proper  colors,  and  alfo 
provide  the  feveral  neceflary  pencils  and  tools  for 
fainting  the  fame.  And  yet,  notwithftanding,  each 
muft  probably  remain  in  the  darkeft  ignorance,  and 
continue  utter  ftrangers  to  phyfic ,  philofophy ,  and 
paintings  until  regularly  initiated  into  the  rudiments , 
and  duly  and  methodically  inftruCted  in  the  feveral 
rules  of  the  refpeCtive  arts ;  and  all  that  fuch  may  be 
faid  to  know  in  them,  are  a  few  technical  words, 
learned  by  rote  or  accident,  which  can  ferve  only 
to  impofe  upon  the  ignorant.  Thefe  impoftorsfxX.  is 
certain,  may  fhine  among  their  kind,  and  even  de¬ 
ceive  men  of  fenfe  and  learning  in  other  matters  for 
a  while,  but  they  can  never  Hand  the  teft  of  proper 
judges.  Happy  indeed,  were  it  for  the  public,  had 
the  pretenders  to  thefe  three  arts,  been  equally  con- 
fpicuous  to  the  world.  If  fo,  it  is  more  than  pro¬ 
bable,  there  would  be  more  botches  obferved  in  the 
practice  of  the  pretenders  to  phyfic  and  chirurgery, 
(to  fay  nothing  of  downright  murders ,  which  are 
ufually  hid  by  the  friendly  grave-digger)  than  there 
are  to  be  feen  in  the  nocturnal  works  of  the  printers 
of  loft  fpeeches  and  ballads,  or  in  the  vile,  infignifi- 
cant  daubings  of  th t  pretenders  to  painting  on  the 
paltry  figns  in  all  the  ftreets  in  town. 

As  to  the  cheapnefs  of  the  advice  of  apothecaries  in 
phyfic  or  chirurgery ,  it  is  a  moft  falfe  and  deceitful 
insinuation.  It?s  value  will  beft  appear  by  con- 
fidering  their  qualification.  If  it  appears  they  have 
none,  as  I  think  it  muft,  what  is  their  advice  worth  ? 
Should  it  not  be  avoided  as  a  peft  ?  I  know  it  is 
objeCled  by  fome,  and  made  a  handle  by  quacks , 
that  the  fees  of  phyfcians  and  chirurgeons  are  too  high, 
and  that  people  in  low  life ,  cannot  pur  chafe  their  atten¬ 
dance  or  advice.  I  have  in  fome  meafure  anfwered  thefe 
objections  already,*  I  fhall  endeavour  to  obviate  them 
further.  It  is  true,  there  is  no  nation  in  the  world 
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at  this  time,  that  fo  juftly  prizes  the  merits  of  phyfi- 
cians  and  chirurgeons,  or  fo  nobly  rewards  both,  as 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland :  For  from  our  natural 
freedom,  no  reftraint  has  been  laid  on  rewarding  juft 
deferts  in  any  inftance.  Yet  notwithftanding,  there 
are  no  people  in  Europe ,  even  where  fees  are  loweft, 
that  may  be  better  attended  than  thofe  of  thefe 
Kingdoms,  did  not  officious,  felfiffi  quacks  inter¬ 
fere. 

There  is  no  fet  of  men,  who  deferve  better  of  the 
public,  than  phyficians  and  chirurgeons  •,  none  have 
been  and  are  more  publicly  and  privately  beneficent. 
The  extraordinary  munificence  of  Dr.  Radcliffe ,  and 
Sir  Hans  Sloane  in  England  •,  of  our  Sir  Patrick 
Dun,  and  Dr.  Stevens  •,  with  many  others,  are  mo¬ 
numents  which  muft  atteft  this  truth  to  futurity. 
And  I  can  affirm  on  the  other  hand,  that  I  never  met 
with  an  objecft  fo  defpicable,  that  could  not  com¬ 
mand  the  advice  and  attendance  of  numbers  of  phy¬ 
ficians,  and  chirurgeons  of  the  firft  rank,  upon  its 
own  terms  :  And  that  I  have  often  known  phyfici¬ 
ans  to  refufe  fees  from  tradefmen  of  good  circum- 
ftances,  and  yet  attend  them  conftantly  for  many 
days  after,  without  any  other  obligation  that  that  of 
humanity.  Is  not  this  much  better  than  to  be  fub- 
je£t  to  pay  rigoroudy  the  fmaller  fees,  and  to  have 
the  bodies  liable  to  be  detained,  dead  or  alive,  for 
payment  •,  as  we  hear  it  is  in  forne  neighbouring  na¬ 
tions  ?  Our  poor  have  no  reafon  to  complain  in  this 
inftance,  of  any  thing  more  than  the  oppreffion  of 
quacks.  The  houfes  of  our  phyficians  and  chirur¬ 
geons  are  open  to,  and  they  are  as  ready  to  fuccour, 
the  poor  fick  as  the  opulent.  Are  not  our  Infirmary 

and  Hofpitals  attended  gratis  ? - It  were  well  for 

apothecaries,  as  well  as  chirurgeons  in  low  life,  that 
none  but  real  objefts  could  partake  of  thefe  Chari¬ 
ties. ^ — ■ 
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HI.  I  now  come  to  my  third  head,  namely* 
to  lay  open  fome  of  the  moll  confiderable  frauds  and 
abufes  of  apothecaries  and  druggifts,  and  to  point 
out  fome  of  the  moll  pernicious  fophiftications  of  me¬ 
dicines^  with  the  evil  confequences  thereof. 

It  is  commonly  laid,  that  phy ficians  and  apothecaries 
kill  more  than  they  cure. — -However  ludicrous  or  fatyri- 
cal  this  phrafe  may  found,  it  is  a  melancholy  con¬ 
sideration,  that  the  ill-natured  farcafm  often  proves 
juft,  and  is  likely  to  continue  fo,  until  the  apotheca¬ 
ries  and  druggifts ,  are  brought  under  fome  proper 
regulations,  which  may  reftrain  them  from  hawking 
and  quacking ,  and  confine  them  within  the  juft  limits 
of  their  refpebhve  callings.  For  into  fuch  an  abyfs 
of  depravity  and  degeneracy,  are  thefe  men  fallen,, 
by  their  grafping  at  matters  beyond  their  fphere  *, 
that  now  (thro5  ignorance  or  diftionefty)  there  is 
fcarce  a  medicine  of  any  worth  to  be  had  genuine  * 
the  knowledge  of  many  of  the  moft  valuable  fimples 
is  utterly  loft,  and  in  their  room,  fome  vile  and  fo¬ 
reign  counterfeit,  as  quacks  for  apothecaries,  foifted 
upon  the  unwary  Public.  For  corruption  by  long 
impunity  hardens  the  offenders ,  multiplies  the  number  of 
the  guilty,  and  is  now  fo  far  from  being  deemed  fcanda- 
lous  in  this  way,  that  it  is  really  become  fafhion- 
cible . 

Before  I  proceed  to  wilful  errors,  it  may  not  be 
impertinent,  firft,  to  expofe  fome  ariling  from  the 
ignorance  and  illiterature  of  apothecaries,  being 
probably  the  principal  caufes  of  many  more,  and 
which  may  produce  as  evil  confequences  as  any  o- 
thers. 

ft  he  works  of  the  moft  authentic  medical  writers, 
are  in  Arabic ,  Greek ,  or  Latin.  ft  die  beft  known 
names  ot  diftempers,  as  well  as  of  medicines,  the  ex¬ 
otic  druggs  efpecially,  are  in  thefe  or  fome  other  fo¬ 
reign  Languages ,  often  compound ;  and  moft  of  the 
technical  words  in  medicine,  are  alfo  compound ,  tho* 
mufti y  of  Qreyk  and  Lath&f  "Vyft:  dq  not  as  yet 
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know  an  Englifh  name  for  one  vegetable  in  twenty. 
For  as  phyfic  took  it’s  origin  in  the  eaftern  parts  of 
the  world,  and  is  not  as  yet  truly  naturalized  to  our 
tongue  and  idiom  ;  it  has  hitherto  been  found  fo  urn 
certain  and  difficult,  to  reduce  the  terms  of  art ,  and 
riames  of  medicaments ,  into  any  other  tongue  than 
the  Latins  properly  and  expreffively,  that  all  the 
colleges  of  phyficians  in  Europe ,  have  not  only  been 
obliged  to  give  their  difpenfatories  in  Latin ,  but  in 
many  to  admit  an  entire  Greek  word  or  phrafe*  a$ 
being  lead  ambiguous,  moil  expreffive  and  fignifi- 
cant.  And  this  is  the  principal  Reafon  for  writing, 
extemporaneous  preferiptions  alio  in  Latin.  This 
made  it  neceffiary  for  apothecaries  to  underftand  the 
learned  languages  *,  and  they  were  in  all  ages  fenii- 
ble  of  it ;  until  of  late,  fome  hirelings  fprang  up, 
who,  finding  what  a  propenfity  people  had  to  quack¬ 
ery  ;  judged  they  might  fcrihble  that  way  for  the 
vulgar,  to  gain  a  livelihood,  and  fo  prefumed  to 
tranfiate  the  works  of  the  learned  in  phyfic,  into 
the  vulgar  tongue  ;  which  falfe,  pretended  truncations , 
being  feidom  or  never  read  by  any  that  underftand 
the  originals,  have  palled  with  their  manifold  errors 
unobferved  to  this  Day.  Among  thefe  erroneous, 
hackney  tranfiators,  the  moil  celebrated  among  the 
apothecaries  at  prefent,  I  may  fay  the  moil  in  faffii- 
on,  is  the  late  famous  Dr.  Quincy ,  a  Quondam  apo¬ 
thecary  of  London.  Who  iris  faid  wrote  for  bread  in 
a  Jail .  What  right  he  might  have  had  to  annex  M. 
D.  to  his  name,  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  learn 
with  any  certainty  ;  unlefs  he  followed  the  good  ex¬ 
ample  of  his  worthy  predeceffor  Salmon ,  who,  being 
called  to  account  for  putting  thefe  letters  after  his 
name,  upon  the  fpecious  title  pages  of  his  many 
volumes  of  fulfome  falfhood  and  nonfenfe,  it  is 
faid,  declared  he  did  not  meant  them  for  Medicine  Doc¬ 
tor^  but  for  Medic  ament  orum  Donator.  In  which  fenfe 
Mr.  Quincy ,  and  every  other  apothecary ,  has,  no  doubt, 
without  leave  of  an  Univerfity,  a  right  to  ufe  them. 

The 
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The  ignorance  of  the  prefent  fet  of  apothecaries* 
and  their  unacquaintance  with  the  learned  languages, 
puts  them  under  a  neceffity,  inilead  of  obferving  the 
original  London  Difpenfatory,  and  preparing  and  dif- 
penfing  their  medicines  thereby,  as  the  King’s 
Proclamation  prefixed  to  it  enjoins ,  to  ufe  a  fpurious 
translation  of  that  Difpenfatory  by  the  aforefaid 
Quincy  ;  in  which  he  has  committed  the  moll  grofs 
and  dangerous  mistakes.  For  imtance,  in  the  Sirup 
of  MarSh-mallows,  a  compofition  of  foftening, 
cooling,  pedtoral,  and  diuretic  Herbs,  He.  He  rem 
ders  Adiantum  album  &  nigrum  (capillary  herbs,  called 
black  and  white  Maiden-hairs)  black  and  white  Hel¬ 
lebores^  an  harili,  drallic,  purgative  root,  and  an  acrid 
and  almoll  cauftic  and  vomitive  one,  in  the  room 
of  mild,  fafe,  balfamic  Plants,  fo  plainly  repugnant 
to  the  intended  virtues  of  that  medicine !  He  has 
rendered  fefquiunciam,  one  ounce  and  an  half*  half 
an  ounce ,  even  in  a  compofition,  wherein  there  are 
above  fix  pounds  Sterling  difference  in  the  expence  of 
that  medicine,  when  difpenfed  by  the  Difpenfatory, 
and  the  fame  done  by  his  translation  ;  befides  the 
virtue  o f  the  remedy’s  being  abated  in  proportion  to 
what  is  omitted  of  the  principal  ingredient.  The 
fame  author  leaves  out  feveral  things  preferibed  by 
the  College  Difpenfatory,  in  many  compofitions,  o- 
mits  directing  the  feveral  parts  of  fimples  thereby 
diredted  to  be  ufed,  and  in  Short,  commits  many 
unpardonable  errors  and  omilfions  too  tedious  to  enu¬ 
merate,  which  are  Swallowed  implicitly  by  the  ig¬ 
norant  and  illiterate,  to  the  unfpeakable  detriment 
of  the  public.  In  another  of  his  pharmaceutic  works , 
T  he  teaches  the  apothecary  how  to  fubftitute ,  and 
gives  even  a  lift  of  Such  things  as  he  justifies  the  fub- 
Slitution  of  for  others.  Among  thefe  he  fays,  that 
balfiam  capivi  may  be  given  for  balm  of  gilead  ;  fly  rax, 
for  balm  of  tolu  \  faffron  for  bezoar  ;  bole  for  dragon's 
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blood,  for  cnrthamus  feed  muftard  feed ,  and  other  Rich 
like  (hocking  incoherencies.  Yet  all  thefe,  however 
dangerous  and  deflrudtive  to  fociety  they  may  prove, 
are  in  fome  fort  excufable  in  thefe  who  could  have 
known  no  better  ;  at  leaft  they  are  more  pardonable 
than  the  many  wilful  frauds  and  corruptions,  which 
the  apothecaries  and dr uggijls,  have  been  fo  long  ac- 
cuftomed  to,  that  like  a  liar  who  has  told  his  falfe 
tale  lo  often  over,  that  he  at  length  brings  himfelf 
to  believe  it  truth)  they  have  fo  far  hardened  their 
confciences,  as  to  judge  the  moft  vile  and  pernicious 
counterfeits,  not  only  juftifiable,  but  as  good  as  the 
true  and  genuine  medicines  ;  and  fo  have  generoudy 
reduced  the  prices  of  many  compofitions,  by  half 
Ids  than  any  honed  man  can  fell  them.  By  which 
means,  feveral  have  become  fuch  abfolute  ftrangers 
to  the  very  faces  of  medicines,  that  they  have  been 
known  to  rejedl  the  genuine,  when  offered  to  fale, 
and  prefer  the  moft  bale  fubftitutes  or  adulterations. 

The  unparalleled,  naked  villainy  of  the  Englifb 
druggifts ,  which  ours,  as  far  as  they  can,  imitate,  is 
the  principal  caufe  of  the  many  abominable  fophifti - 
cations  of  medicines.  I  am  well  informed,  that 
thefe  avaricious  falfifiers,  who  are  well  verfed 
in  robbing  their  King  and  Country,  were  fo  au¬ 
dacious  and  fo  impudent,  as  to  declare,  in  a  Body 
before  the  Britifh  Parliament ;  in  anfwer  to  the  pre¬ 
amble  of  a  bill,  pailed  in  the  reign  of  King  George 
the  firft,  of  Glorious  Memory,  That  they  did 
“  not  vend  any  unfound,  or  adulterate  drugs  or  mej 
dicines,  to  the  prejudice  of  his  Majefty’s  good 
“  fubjeds  of  Great  Britain  ;  but  that  all  fuch  they 

<c  fent  to  Ireland5' - # — -And  they  thought,  no 

doubt,  their  ufeiefs  fcraps  and  offals,  too  good  for 
us ;  becaufe  we  find  by  woeful  experience,  that  the 
latter  part  of  their  wicked  affer tion,  they  daily  veri¬ 
fy.  for  tho’  the  Britifh  privy  council  did  this 
unhappy  iOand  the  juftice,  to  retort  this  anfwer  up¬ 
on  the  fame  worthy  fet  of  men,  when,  by  the  in- 
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lligation  of  their  Irifh  correfpondents,  they  oppofed 
the  bill,  pajffed  here,  in  the  year  1735,  and  fo,  una- 
nimoufly  recommended  it  to  the  Royal  Afient ;  yet 
no  means  has  hitherto  been  found,  to  prevent  this 
being  the  common  fink  of  all  the  corrupt,  or  decay¬ 
ed  drugs  of  England. 

The  afaufe  of  the  draw-back?  given  to  encourage 
trade  and  exportation  in  England ,  proves  now  a  ma- 
nifeft  injury  to  the  King’s  Revenues ^  andaninfupe- 
rable  impediment  to  following  our  trade  here 
honeftly  ;  which  muft  necedfarily  be  deftrudive  of 
the  health  and  lives  of  the  people  of  this  kingdom. 
For  the  dread  of  difeovery,  and  due  punidrment, 
upon  expofmg  bad  drugs  to  fale  in  London ,  together, 
with  the  advantages  arifing  by  the  draw-back  upon 
fending  them  to  Ireland ,  tho5  they  were  quite  rotten 
and  ufelefs,  will  always  be  a  motive  to  infefl  us 
with  the  refufe  of  all  their  fortments,  the  very  cul¬ 
ling*  of  their  drugs,  nay,  the  mere  f  weepings  of  their 
drug-ware-houfes.  For  when  a  Londoner  imports 
a  drug,  and  pays  the  duty,  he  removes  it  to  a  ware- 
Iroufe,  and  forts  it,  and  what  proves  fo  unfound  or 
decayed,  that  he  cannot  with  impunity,  or  credit, 
fell  there,  he  tranfports  to  Ireland ,  fwearing  it  to 
be  within  the  limited  time,  and  configning  it  to  a 
proper  correfpondent.  It  arrives  here,  the  corref- 
pondent  receives  it,  pays  the  duty,  which  (if  not 
taxed  in  our  Book  of  Rates,  wherein  mod:  drugs  are 
much  lower  rated  than  in  England)  it  is  valued  upon 
oath,  by  the  Londoner  §  dire&ions,  perhaps,  not  as 
many  pence  as  it  was  fil'd:  valued  drillings  ;  the  duty 
is  accordingly  paid,  and  a  certificate  thereof  returned 
to  the  London  tranfporter,  who  is  thereby  intitled  to 
draw -back  the  duty  paid  at  firft  importation,  for  fo 
much  as  was  entered  in  Ireland ;  except  a  fmall  mat¬ 
ter  not  exceeding  two  and  an  half  per  cent,  or  there¬ 
abouts.  So  that  Rnbarb ,  whofe  duty  upon  impor¬ 
tation  in  England ,  is  fix  drillings  and  ten  pence  the 
pound,  draws  back  upon  exportation  about  fix  fliillings- 
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and  four  pence,  and  moft  other  drugs  in  like  propor¬ 
tion.  For  this  caufe,  the  moft  vile  drugs,  which 
can  efcape  the  examiners  in  London ,  are  fent  hither  ; 
the  faving  the  draw-back ,  if  they  got  no  more  for 
them  here,  (where,  by  the  by,  a  cuftomer  is  never 
Wanting  for  fuch)  being  a  fufficient  incouragement. 
1  his  is  fo  notorious  a  practice,  that  our  importers 
often  openly  confefs  it,  and  the  Englijh  merchants 
are  fo  expert  at  this  trade,  that  they  fend  their  cor- 
refpondents  invoyces,  with  the  draw -back  calculated 
and  dedudfed  from  their  accounts.  I  have  known  a  * 
bout  twenty  pounds  of  damaged  Rubarb  fent  by  a 
merchant  in  London ,  to  an  apothecary  in  Lublin ,  up¬ 
on  commiftlon,  with  directions  to  fell  it  expedition^ 
ly,  for  whatever  he  could.  And  altho5  there  was  not 
a  fingle  ounce  found  or  fit  for  ufe  in  the  cargo,  yet  a 
certain  great  druggift  bought  it,  at  about  a  fourth  of 
the  then  current  price  of  good  Rubarb,  and  dyed  it 
to  impofe  upon  his  cuftomers. 

Familiar  inftances  of  thefe  abufes,  almofl  every" 
entry  of  drugs,  and  I  believe  of  many  other  mer¬ 
chandizes  affords.  I  fhall  mention  but  a  remarkable 
one  made  by  a  late  celebrated  druggift,  about  the  year 
1 728.  He  imported  eight  hundred  weight  of  Jefuits 
Bark,  entered  it  at  the  cuftom-houfe,  valued  upon 
oath,  at  a  groat  per  pound.  The  land-ofticer,  *. 
furprifed  at  this  ftrange  undervaluation,  not  know¬ 
ing  the  quality  of  the  drug  ;  before  he  Would  make 
a  feizure,  (which,  if  undervalued,  he  had  a  right 
to)  advifed  with  that  faithful,  eminent  chem|ft,  the 
ingenious  Mr.  Maple ,  who,  upon  examining  it,  affu- 
red  him,  that  it  was  not  worth  one  penny  a  pound, 
having  not  a  fingle  charaCteriftlc  of  the  drugg  it  was 

entered  for,  by  which  it  might  be  even  known. - — « 

This  inftance  fhews  the  caufe,  in  confirmation  of  the 
obfervations  of  fome  learned  phyficians,  why  one 
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drachm  or  two  of  Peruvian  Bark  fucceeded  better  for¬ 
merly,  than  fome  ounces  now  a  days. 

Thus  is  the  King  moft  ungeneroufly  rolled  of  his  juft 
revenues ,  and  thus  are  the  health  and  lives  of  his  ful- 
jedfs  endangered ,  or  deftroyed ,  by  the  iniquitous  con¬ 
federacy  of  the  Englifh  and  drift)  Druggijls^  particu¬ 
larly  In  their  grofs  abufe  of  that  great  encourage¬ 
ment  to  trade,  a  draw-back.  And  as  fuch  vile  per¬ 
nicious  fluff  as  this  is  daily  imported  and  fold  by 
mercenary  men  among  us,  who  have  nothing  to  re¬ 
commend  them  but  their  underfelling  every  fair 
dealer,  it  is  plain  a  faithful  apothecary ,  who  clrufes 
the  belt  commodities  at  any  rate,  for  the  good  of 
his  cuilomers,  and  his  ow n  private  fatisfapfion ,  mufl 
appear  a  moil  extravagant  extortioner  to  all  fuch  as 
cannot  difiinguiili  the  qualities  of  Medicines,  and 
confequently,  he  cannot  exp edf  a  livelihood  by  his  pro- 
fejfion ,  if  he  perftfts  in  candor  and  integrity ! 

Belides  the  many  impofitions  we  are  liable  to  in 
this  way  from  abroad,  there  are  many  of  our  own 
manufadlure  equally  pernicious  to  the  public,  of 
which  give  me  leave  to  inflance  but  a  few. 

When  Gum  Ammoniac  in  the  crude,  impure  mafs 
is  fold  at  about  ten  {hillings  the  pound,  yet  Is  the 
plafter  (made  by  diiTolving  it  in  vinegar  of  fquills  and 
juice  of  hemlock ,  draining  and  boiling  it  to  a  proper 
conliflence,  in  which  it  lofes  very  confrderably  of  it’s 
weight,  befides  the  trouble  and  expence  that  necef- 
farily  attends  the  operation)  fo  debafed,  as  to  be 
fold  for  lefs  than  a  fourth  of  the  price  of  the  Gum. 

Gallanum  has  fuffered  the  fame  fate.  It  is  a  fub- 
flance  of  much  the  like  texture  with  the  former,  and 
mufl  be  drained  or  otherwife  depurated,  to  render  it 
fit  for  ufe,  by  which  it  buffers  much  the  fame  lofs 
with  the  Ammoniac :  Yet  notwithilanding,  fo  long 
have  people  been  accuflomed  to  fraud  in  this  medi¬ 
cine,  and  fo  familiar  is  the  fulftitute  now  become, 
that  the  generous,  genuine  Gum  is  utterly  rejefled  by 
the  good-women  and  others  j  and  fo  hardened  are 
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the  very  falfifiers  grown  in  this  wicked  practice,  that 
the  pretended  Drug  gifts  in  effect  confels  it  ;  For  I 
have  it  under  the  hand  of  one  of  them  in  a  Bill  of 


Rates,  that  he  [ells  the  ftrained  for  little  move  than  one 
third  cf  the  price  of  the  crude  Galbamm. 

So  bafe  is  the  counterfeit  fold  for  Balfam ,  Capivi , 
which  is  a  natural  tear  cox  juice  Billing  upon  incifion 
of  a  certain  tree  in  America ,  that  it  is  .openly  fold 
with  us  for  lefs  than  the  King's  duty  upon  importation 
of  that  drug. 

When  fuch  barefaced  villainy  is  committed  in  the 
fimple  drugs,  what  may  we  not  expeft  in  the  com¬ 
pound  Medicines  ?  Since  the  more  compound  or 
mixed  a  remedy  is,  the  better  opportunity  there 
muff  be  for  cheating,  by  fubftituting  the  baled:  for 
the  befc,  or  leaving  out  the  deareft  and  principal  in¬ 
gredient  in  the  competition,  in  order  to  deceive  the 
cuftomers,  and  underfell  the  honed:  compounder. 

To  point  out  all  the  abufes  in  this  way,  rnuft 
(alas !)  be  no  lefs  than  a  comrBent  upon  the  difpen- 
fatory,  which  would  be  too  tedious  and  prolix,  and 
by  reafon  of  the  difficulty  of  comprehending  the 
nature  or  effects  of  frauds  in  Pharmacy ,  without 
fome  knowledge  in  Phyfic ,  as  well  as  a  good  under- 


ftanding  in  that  art,  I  have  chofe  to  mention  but 
o  me  of  the  mod;  obvious. 

When  Jallap  Root  is  fold  for  dx  or  feven  drillings 
the  pound,  yet  is  the  Refin  ^  extracted  at  great  ex¬ 
pence  and  labour,  tho5  iixteen  ounces  of  one,  will 
not  afford  two  ounces  of  the  other,  fo  vilely  fophifti- 
cated,  as  to  be  fold  by  our  Druggifts  for  two  drillings 
an  ounce. 

The  more  compound  and  expendve  a  Medicine 

JL  ±  ^ 

is,  the  more  art  and  irduftry  is  ufed  to  fophifticate  or 
dehafe  it.  Thus  the  Treacle  of  Andromachus ,  which 
takes  it’s  name  from  the  phyfxcian  of  Nero  die  tyrant , 
who  invented  it,  and  the  Mithridate. ,  which  takes 
it’s  name  alfo  from  ids  royrd  author  Mithridaies  king 
of  Pontusx  both  which  have  been  received  into  all  the 
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Difpenfatories,  and  ever  fince  deemed  the  Capital 
Medicines  in  all  the  fhops  in  Europe  -s  and  of  which 
the  wife  States  of  Venice  have  taken  fuch  fpecial  care 
in  the  compofition,  that  they  are  not  to  be  dif- 
penfed  in  the  republic  but  under  the  infpedlion  of 
Magiftrates  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  whence  the 
former  got  the  common  appellation  of  Venice-Ereacle , 
becaufe  for  a  long  time  none  was  reckoned  good  that 
was  not  made  there  altho’  it  is  mod;  certain,  that 
it  may,  and  has  been,  as  juftly  and  faithfully  dif- 
pen  fed  and  prepared  here  as  there,  or  in  any  other 

{dace  whatfoever :  Thefe  noble  Medicines,  which 
or  fuch  a  trad  of  time  have  flood  the  teft,  and 
were  ever  held  in  the  highefl  efteem,  are  now  fallen 
into  fuch  difrcpute  and  contempt,  through  the  fre¬ 
quent  dehqfings  and  adulterations  they  have  under¬ 
gone,  that  it  is  rare  to  find  either  ever  prefcribed  for 
internal  ufe  by  phyficians. 

The  temptations  to  dijhonejly  are  certainly  greater 
in  our  trade  than  in  any  other  whatfoever,  from  the 
prodigious  gains  and  aifured  fecrecy  that  attend  our 
worft  Deceits .  Mod  are  capable  of  diftinguifhing 
frauds  in  the  ordinary  necelfaries  of  life  ;  but  as 
fome  branch  of  medicine  alone  can  apprehend  thofe 
in  Pharmacy ,  fo  the  apothecaries  tranfgrefs  undif- 
covered,  or  even  unfufpeded,  openly,  eafiiy,  and 
fecurely.  Few  Medicines  have  fullered  more  by 
the  hands  of  difhonefl  operators,  than  thofe  (once) 
juftly  famed  compofitions,  juft  now  mentioned  ;  the 
one  of  which  confifts  of  above  feventy,  the  other  of 
about  fifty  ingredients,  moftly  very  rare,  the  pro¬ 
ducts  of  the  moft  remote  parts  of  the  World,  and 
confequently  difficult  to  be  had  found  and  genuine ; 
yet  are  both  fo  wretchedly  debafed  by  mercenary 
artificers,'  that  they  are  daily  openly  fold  for  Ids 
than  half  the  firft  coil  of  the  true  compofition : 
Nay,  the  very  infeription  and  feal,  clapt  upon  the 
1 Treacle  of  Venice  by  the  infpeding  magiftrates,  is 
now  artfully  counterfeited  in  London ,  and  put  upon 
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pots  or  canifters  of  their  own  vile  manu failure  to 
deceive  the  ignorant  and  unwary  ;  and  this  kind  you 
may  fooetimes  fee  hawked  here  as  well  as  in  Eng¬ 
land,  by  a  pretended  Venetian  bailor,  who  perhaps 
never  eroded  the  Teas. 

It  is  well  known  to  every  phyfician  and  good 
apothecary,  that  Spirit  of  Hard  s-horn  (properly  fpeak- 
ing)  confifls  of  nothing  more  than  the  volatile  Salt, 
diffolved  in  the  radical  Humidity,  and  blended  with 
a  fmall  portion  of  the  native  exalted  oil  of  that 
Animal,  extracted  from  his  horns  by  fire,  according 
to  art ;  and  it’s  celebrated  ufes  and  virtues  are  too  well 
known  to  require  any  panegyric.  Yet  this  moil  ad¬ 
mirable  Medicine  is  now  fo  bafely  counterfeited. ,  that 
the  few  who  have  it  genuine  cannot  pretend  to  fell 
it  without  lofs  ;  being  underfold  by  all  the  avaricious 
falfifiers  of  medicines,  who  make  what  they  un- 
juftly  give  that  name  to,  and  impofe  upon  the  pub¬ 
lic  in  it’s  room,  of  no  better  materials  than  fide  pijs , 
brine,  foot ,  and  roch  e-lime.  And  nevertheleis  this 
adulteration  has  fo  far  gained  ground  and  prevailed, 
that  nothing  but  the  pungent,  quick-imelling \:Jpirit 
of  pifs  will  go  down  with  the  generality,  being  fo 
long  accuftomed  to  this  vile,  excrement  itious  difiill- 
ment ,  which  fir  ikes  the  fenfes  fo  much  more  quick 
and  piquant,  that  they  pronounce  the  other  dead 
or  vapid. 

Spirit  of  Sal  Ammoniac  is  direded  to  be  made 
with  Salt  of  Tartar;  but  becaufe  lime  is  cheaper* 
and  affords  more  fpirit,  it  is  moftly  ufed  for  it,  tho* 
the  fpirits  raifed  by  both  are  extremely  different. 

How  unequal  the  effeds  of  true  fpirit  of  hards- 
horn  and  that  of  pifs,  and  fpirit  of  Sal  Ammoniac  with 
fait  of  'Tartar  and  that  with  lime,  may  be  upon  the 
human  body,  I  muff  leave  to  the  learned  in  phyfic 
to  determine  ;  but  this  I  can  fay  from  adual  obfer- 
vation,  that  true  fpirit  of  Hard  s-horn  and  that  of 
Sal  Ammoniac  with  fait  of  Tartar,  are,  in  their  own 
natures,  truly  alkaline,  and  produce  a  confiderable 
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contrail:,  or  ebullition,  upon  mixture  with  acids  r 
ttofe  with  lime,  the  contrary— whence  I  think  it 
reasonable  to  judge  their  refpecftive  virtues  and  me¬ 
thods  of  acfting  extremely  oppofite. 

I  could  lay  mine  hand  upon  a  certain  venerable, 
antique  Gentleman,  who  occasionally  perforates  a 
Phyfician  or  Chirurgeon,  an  Apothecary,  Chemift 
or  Druggift,  and  Garth’j  Colon  *, 

In  morals  loofe,  but  moft  precife  in  look. 

Who  takes  a  Shorter  and  eafier  method  of  counter¬ 
feiting  thefe  fpirits ,  tho5  equally  foreign  to  the  true, 
and,  ^  perhaps,  equally  pernicious  with  the  former 
fopmftic ations .  He  takes  Sal  Ammoniac  one  part, 
P ot-ajhes  two  parts,  and  common  water  a  Sufficient 
quantity  to  dilTolve  the  whole  :  when  diffolved,  he 
Strains,  and  puts  one  part  in  a  glafs,  falfely  labelled, 
for  /pint,  of  Sal  Ammoniac ,  and  the  other,  tinged 
yellow,  in  one,  more  unjuftly  titled,  for  fpirit  of 
Harfs-born  i  and  fells  both  at  a  moft  exorbitant 
price,  under  the  refpedtive  falfe  denominations  afore- 
laid,  by  the  iniquitous  life  of  the  name  of  a  certain 
considerable  Chemift  before-mentioned,  on  whom 
he  fathers  many  other  Spurious  compositions. 

Unaffifted  reafon,  without  any  great  knowledge 
in  Phyjic  or  Cherny ,  may  Shew  what  a  contrary  effecft 
thefe  cheats  muft  produce,  from  the  genuine  medi¬ 
cines  ;  and  it  is  not  difficult  to  conceive  how  both 
Patient  and  Prefcriher  muft  Suffer  by  the  ufe  of  this 
horrid  impofmre :  For  it  is  evidently  but  a  mere  So¬ 
lution  or  thefe  crude  Salts,  and  confequently  loaden 
win!  tee  cauftic  Pci-afhes,  as  well  as  the  marine  fait 
in  the  Sal  Ammoniac  ,  both  which  compofe  a  third 
hna^  very  repugnant  to  the  properties  of  either  fpirit 
Sal  Ammoniac ■  or  Plarf  s-horn?  and  wffiich  is  fo  fixed 
not  to  be  laifed  by  any  degree  of  fire  5  whereas 
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what  is  truly  volatile  alone,  (which  only  can  anfwer 
the  intentions  of  thofe  who  prefcribe  either  fpirits) 
is  elevated  by  the  gentled:  heat. 

The  Tinthire  of  Caftor ,  another  admirable, remedy, 
is  like  wife  bafely  fophifticated.  It  is  ordered  by  the 
learned  Authors  of  the  Difpenfatory  we  are  to  follow, 
to  be  extracted  with  fpirit  of  French  wine  rectified, 
fir  ft  diftilled  from  Caftor ,  Cinnamon ,  Cloves ,  Nutmegs , 
Lavender  Flowers ,  and  fome  other  aromatic ,  nervous 
medicines,  and  this  is -called  ypfri/  of  Caftor  ;  which 
nuift  undoubtedly  render  the  tincture  more  powerful 
and  effectual  for  the  purpofes  defigned.  Yet,  not- 
withftanding,  quite  regardlefs  of  it’s  virtues  or  effects, 
you  will  find  the  apothecaries  great  ftrangers  to  this 
medicine.  I  have  heard  one  of  the  moft  eminent 
among  them,  a  man  of  great  reputed  honefty  and 
underftanding  fav,  in  the  prefence  of  fome  confider- 
able  Members  of  the  College  of  Phyficians,  that 
this  fpirit  is  good  for  nothing,  and  that  brandy  ex¬ 
tracted  as  good  a  tincture  from  the  Caftor.  It  muff 
indeed  be  confeffed,  that  brandy ,  or  the  common , 
tid ,  foul.  Malt  or  Moloffus  [pints,  which  are  moft 
frequently  ufed  upon  this  and  the  like  occafions,  in- 
ftead  of  fpirit  of  wine,  will  acquire  as  deep  a  color 
from  Caftor  and  ftich  like  fubftances,  as  the  fpirit  of 
Caftor ,  or  any  other  fpirit,  of  equal  ftrength  with 
them,  can  do  *,  and  that  may  perhaps  fuffice  fuch  as 
only  aim  at  the  bafeft  rate  to  counterfeit  the  external 
form  or  appearance  of  a  medicine,  to  anfwer  their 
own  mercenary  ends  alone.  And  we  know  deceptions 
are  attempted  in  this  kind,  where  the  very  fimilitude 
is  wanting  :  For  this  fame  falfe,  redfifh  iindiure  has 
been  fold  for  the  fpirit ,  which  is  pure  and  limpid. 

I  would  afk  any  candid  man,  converfant  in  Phar¬ 
macy,  a  few  Queftions,  which  he  cannot,  without 
concern,  anfwer.  Is  it  not  known,  That  common 
Copper ofe,  a  naufecus  and  unwholefome  drug ,  is  fold  for 
Salt  of  Steel ,  an  agreeable,  fafe,  and  efficacious  me¬ 
dicine,  and  even  at  a  rate  but  little  lefs  than  that  of 
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the  genuine,  the  better  to  cover  the  deceit  ?  That. 
New-England  C  aft  or ,  tho5  vaftly  inferior  in  virtues, 
and  of  a  very  different  make  and  appearance  from 
the  Ruffian,  which  we  are  always  ordered  to  ufe,  is 
taken  and  fold  for  that,  only  becaufe  a  pound  of  the 
former  feldom  exceeds  in  walue  one  ounce  of  the 
latter  ?  That  pot  or  gravelled  Aftoes,  of  about  a  groat 
the  pound,  is  fold  for  the  fixt  Salts  of  Tartar,  of 
Wormwood,  and  other  vegetables,  which  are  not  to  be 
made  without  great  trouble  and  expence ;  and  not- 
withftanding  the  extraordinary  difference  that  appears 
between  them  upon  experiment  *  ?  That  Suet,  or 
feme  animal  fat,  but  ilightly  impregnated  with  Mace, 
is  fold  for  the  exprejffed  Oil  of  Mace,  at  lefs  than  the 
very  fpice  can  be  fold  for  ?  That  common  Barb ado es 
Aloes,  of  about  twenty  pence  a  pound,  is  ufed  in 
many  compofitions,  and  fold  for  the  Succotrine  Aloes, 
worth  about  eight  drillings  the  pound  ?  That  Saffron 
is  omitted  in  many  medicines  wherein  it  is  ordered, 
or  Spanijh  or  baftard  Saffron  ufed  in  dead  of  Britijh, 
notwithstanding  the  greateft  difparity  in  their  virtues 
and  prices  ?  That  Moloffiis ,  or  common  Treacle,  is 
ufed  in  feveral  electuaries,  and  other  medicines,  in- 
Head  of  the  Sirups  directed  ?  That  common, 
white  Bryony  Root,  bought  at  about  two  pence  the 
p  rand,  is  mixed  with,  and  fold  for,  Jallap,  worth 
about  fix  drillings  the  pound  ?  That  Jallap,  and 
other  harjh  purgatives,  are  ufed  in  the  lenitive  Elec¬ 
tuary  and  Daffey' s  Elixir,  inftead  of  Sena  ?  That 
common  Refin  is  mixed  with  and  fold  for  Refin  of 
Jallap  ?  That  twro  confiderable  nominal  Druggifts 
b aught  up  feveral  hundred  weight  of  a  certain  a- 
ftringent  dying  fluff,  feized  by  an  ignorant  examiner 
of  drugs  at  the  Cuftom-houfe  for  Sena,  of  which  it 
had  hardly  any  outward  refemblance,  and  to  which 
it  was  diametrically  oppofite  in  quality,  mixed  it 

with 

*  See  Hoffman.  Obfer.  Phyf.  Chym.  p.  219.  Boerhaav,  E!em; 
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with,  and  fold  it  For  Sena ?  That  Gamboge  is  mixed 
with,  and  fold  for,  Purpeth  Mineral  ?  That  red 
Lead  is  mixed  with  the  red,  and  white  Lead  with  the 
white  Precipitates  of  Mercury?  And  that  Spanijh 
White,  or  Whitings  of  about  a  groat  a  Hone,  is  fold 
For  white  Lead  which  is  worth  fo  much  the  pound  ? 
and  (fome  fay)  even  for  Diaphoretic  Antimony  ?  Do 
not  mod:  feeds  lofe  their  medicinal  virtues  with  their 
vegetative  quality  ?  and  yet,  are  not  the  feeds  fold 
among  us,  ufually  fuch,  the  very  ufelcfs  fweepings 
of  Seed-mongers-fhops  ?  Is  not  the  Vinegar  of  Squills 
generally  made  with  green  inftead  of  dry  fquills, 
which  are  ordered  by  the  Difpenfatory  ;  tho’  it  is 
apparent  to  common  reafon,  that  they  are  rather 
preferved,  than  yield  their  virtues  in  that  manner  ? 
and  this  only,  becaufe  that  root  lofes  about  one  halt 
of  it’s  weight  in  drying  ?  I  wifh  I  could  lay  no 
more !  and  I  am  forry"  to  fay,  that  every  fenfible 
man,  who  has  taken  pains  to  learn  and  pry  into  the 
fecrets  of  our  Pharmacy ,  muft  know  thefe  and  many 
more,  and  muft  anfwer  thefe  Quire's  in  the  af¬ 
firmative. 

Thus  have  I  endeavoured  to  lay  before  you  a 
fhort  fketch  of  the  moft  common,  wilful  abufes  of 
Apothecaries  and  Druggifts,  which  alone  may  fhew, 
how  the  Dilhoneft  injure  the  Kin  g’s  Revenues , 
impofe  upon  the  Public  -in  general,  and  prejudice 
every  branch  of  the  Healing  Art ,  the  Apothecaries  in 
particular,  the  honeft  of  whom  are  grievoufly  op- 
preffed  by  th &  fraudulent.  See  p.  52. 

As  thefe  are  the  effects  of  fordid  avarice  and  dege¬ 
neracy,  no  honeft  intelligent  man  can,  with  a  clear 
oonfcience,  conceal  them.  Such  errors  as  proceed 
from  pure,  fimple  ignorance,  as  deftilling  Sal  Ammo¬ 
niac  in  irony  tin ,  or  leaden  pots ,  when  every  operator 
of  judgement  muft  know,  that,  that  Salt,  from  it’s 
known  fubtilty  and  aptnefs  to  enter  the  pores  of 
metals,  and  diffolve  them,  was  by  the  Chemifts 
called,  The  Key  to  Metals  3  and  it  has  been  proved 
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by  a  moft  accurate  obferver  %  that  all  metals  are 
fenjibly  affetted  by  defilling  fpirit  of  Sal  Ammoniac  from 
them,  and  that,  .confequently,  nothing  but  glafs  can 
withftand  ids  penetrating  force  effectually  y  as  like- 
wife  deftilling  fundry  fpirit s,  oils ,  and  waters ,  and  the 
boiling  or  biffing  fir  ups,  decodions ,  infnftons,  oils- , 
ointments ,  &c.  in  untinned  copper  bodies  or  vejfels ,  which 
manifeftly  alters  their  properties  ;  and  their  levi¬ 
gating  tenacious  and  other  hard  bodies  upon  foft 
i  tones,  by  which  means,  C?/ffffVftTeam  black  flag  has 
been  often  fold  for  Crabs-claws,  Corral,  nay,  for  Pearl, 
Bezoar,  and  other  precious  ftones,  if  they  ever  ufecl 
any,  after  being  frit  InfeCted  by  powdering  in  a  foft 
brafs  mortar  :  Thefe,  I  fay,  I  could  pafs  over  in 
compaffion  and  charity,  and  not  impute  them  as 
crimes  to  any  ;  they,  indeed,  call  for  reformation  ; 
but  wilful  and  apparently  pernicious  corruptions  and 
abufes  cry  aloud  for  a  fcourge. 

When  apothecaries  become  fuch  obflinate,  hardy 
malefactors ,  what  can  it  tend  to  lefs  than  the  utter 
iubverfion  and  ruin  of  phyfic ,  v/hich  is  fo  connected 
with,  and  has  fo  great  a  dependence  on,  pharmacy , 
that  they  muft  neceffarily  rife  and  fall  with  each 

other  ?— - -I  would  afk  the  judicious  tender  phyii- 

cians  and  chirurgeons,  are  they  not  often  in  more 
pam  than  fome  of  thole  they  prefcribe  for,  when 
they  do  i  tot  know  what  fliop  their  prefcriptions  may 
fall  into,  on  the  due  preparation  of  which  the  health 
or  life  of  the  patient,  as  well  as  their  credit  and  re¬ 
putation,  depends  ?  How  vain  and  uncertain  are  all 
their  moft  accurate  ohfervations  on  difeafes  and  the 
effects  of  remedies  rendered  by  the  various  diverfifica- 
'  tion  of  their  prefcriptions ;  when  the  fame  recipe  fhall 
produce  different  e fluffs,  according  to  the  feveral 
drops  it  has  been  prepared  in  ?  Who  can  prefume  to 
prefcribe  the  well-known  doles  of  the  moft  powerful 
and  efficacious  chemical  medicines,  the  mercurial 

preparations 

?  Stahl],  Fundam  Chym,  dogm,  k  expenm,  c.  v. 
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preparations  efpecially,  when  lefs  than  a  fixth  of  an 
ordinary  dofe  has  been  found  to  induce  the  moil 
bdneful  fymptoms  ? - But  hap  what  will,  the  apo¬ 

thecary  knows  he  is  fare  ;  let  him  but  vend  his 
wares*  it  is  all  he  feeks.  As  for  mifchances,  thofe 
can  only  fall  upon  the  patient  and  prefcriber*  and  if, 
perchance,  he  is  fufpedted,  as  he  attends  clofely, 
and,  perhaps,  for  that  end,  he  fpeaks  firft,  and  foon 
acquits  himfelf  with  impunity  •„  and  tho5  confcious  of 
the  badnefs ,  or,  at  belt,  uncertain  of  the  goodnefs  of 
Iris  medicines,  having  bought ,  not  prepared  them, 
frames  many  artful  excufes,  and  never  fails  to  heap 
the  fcandal  of  their  ill  fuccefs  on  the  defence! els 
prefcriber,  which  is  juftly  due  to  his  ignorance,  dif- 
honefty,  or  neglcft. 

Bad  as  the  confequences  of  the  forementioned  cor¬ 
ruptions  prove,  it  were  happy  they  had  extended  no 
farther.  But  this  contagious  degeneracy  has  now  made 
fuch  a  furprifmg  progrefs,  that  wTe  have  not  only 
loft  our  art ,  but,  with  it,  the  knowledge  of  many  of 
the  mo  ft  valuable  Jimples ,  and  ufe,  in  their  Head, 
the  moft  foreign  and  unnatural  fubftitutes.  Thus,  for  a 
fmall  teftaceoiXs  production,  found  in  the  ftomachs  of 
frefh-water  crabs,  or  craw-fifties,  called  Lapides ,  or 
Oculi  Cancrorum ,  Crab’s-eyes,  we  do  not  blufh  to 
fell  fome  fmall  pellets  of  outlandifh  clay,  artfully 
molded  into  the  fame  form ;  even  tho5  it  is  obvious 
that  they  do  not  retain  the  leaft  refemblance  of  the 
properties  or  virtues  of  the  true  CraFs-eyes. — — 
Some  of  our  learned  naturalifts  *  affirm,  that  what 
we  now  ufe  for  Nitre  is  extremely  different  from  the 
Nitre  of  the  antients ,  in  appearance  and  effects.  In 
like  manner,  that  noble  ftyptic  and  vulnerary,  Ro¬ 
man  Vitriol ,  is  not  to  be  feen  among  us  *  yet  we  do  not 
fcruple  felling  for  it  Hungarian  or  Cyprus  Copper  of 
tho5  of  quite  another  nature,  and  as  different  in 


color 
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(  6a  ) 


color  and  appearahCe,  as  well  as  effeds,  as  green 

from  blue. - A  man  can  hardly  hear  the  name  of 

Arfenic  without  horror,  from  the  frequent  deadly 
effeds  of  that  drug ;  and  yet  we  are  well  allured, 
that  the  Arfenic  of  the  Antients  was  no  more  a  poifon , 
than  any  other  adive  medicine  ;  for  the  yellow, 
called  Auri-pigmentum ,  and  the  red,  called  Sander acha* 
were  both  given  internally  by  Hippocrates ,  Bicfcori- 
des ,  Avicenna,  Fallopius ,  and  others.  AT.  Geoffroy , 
aforefaid,  fays,  that  the  Indians  drink  wine  infufed 
in  arfenicaj  cups  as  a  fovereign  remedy ;  and  it  is 
molt  certain  that  we  never  have  had  any  juft  com¬ 
plaints,  or  even  mention,  made  of  the  leaf:  ill  effeds 
from  either,  until  th e  factitious  kind  (a  moll  incor¬ 
rigible  poifon,  and  utterly  unknown  to  the  antients) 
faliely  ufurped  it’s  name  and  place  ;  whereby  the  true 
native  Arfenics ,  being  more  rare,  became  quite  ne- 
gleded,  and  are  now  buried  in  oblivion  *.  Thus 
likewife  Turpentine ,  a  balfamic  exudation  from  the 
Terebinthus  or  Turpentine-tree,  and  even  that  from 
the  Larix  or  Larch-tree,  which  is  yet  more  common, 
and  called  Venice -Turpentine  (tho5  improperly)  is  now 
fcarcely  ever  feen,  and  hardly  known,  among  us  ; 
becaufe  the  cheaper  fubftitutes  of  the  refins  of  firs, 
pines.  See.  and  their  oil  (which  is  falfely  called,  and 
fold  for,  oil  of  Turpentine)  blended  together  by  fire, 
is  fold  in  it’s  place  by  the  druggifts ,  vaftly  cheaper 
than  the  genuine  can  be  imported  for.  This  vile 
cheat  has  been  often  openly  deteded  in  this  king¬ 
dom.  An  experienced  artificer  in  frauds ,  well  verfed 
in  thus  counterfeiting  the  works  of  Dame  Nature, 
and  who  produced  more  Turpentine,  in  his  way, 
annually,  than  many  of  the  largeft  trees  in  the  Vent* 
tian  territories,  had  his  artifice  brought!  to  light  by 
his  compofition’s  taking  fire,  and  burning  his  and 
fome  neighbouring  houfes  in  a  certain  great  city  ; 

and 


*  HofFm*  ?br-  ptyf-  chym.  lib*  iii.  obf.  u  Boerhaa?,  Elcm. 
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and  tho?  he  might  have  juftly  dreaded  another  fate, yet 
has  he  lived  to  apply  to  himfelf  a  phrafe  taken  from 
the  regeneration  of  the  Phaenix,  often  mifapplied  by 
canting,  falfe  chemifts,  Damnum  reparabitur  Igni ; 
which  is,  indeed,  verified.  For,  that  bafe  incendiary 
has*  by  that  accident,  been  raifed  out  of  duff,  afh.es, 
and  poverty,  by  the  generous  (but  mifapplied)  con¬ 
tribution  of  the  citizens,-— — We  have  an  account 
of  one  that  died  a  martyr  to  this  caufe  in  the 

country  *. - -If  any  honeft  induftrioils  man  fhould 

be  at  the  pains  to  procure  thefe  things  genuine, 
what  muff  he  do  with  them  ?  Long  diTufe  has  ren¬ 
dered  them  now  unknown,  and  befides,  his  cu ho¬ 
mers  can  only  judge  of  the  different  rates,  and  not 
the  qualities,  of  medicines  *,  fo  he  is  reckoned  an 
extravagant  extortioner,  and  lofes  their  favour  and 
cuftom,  and  the  commodities  may  lie  upon  his  hands 
till  they  perifh  before  he  can  fell  them  to  advantage. 
Thus,  unlike  all  other  artifts,  is  the  jufi ,  contentions 
apothecary  to  be  requited  1 

I  could  now  moft  willingly  drop  the  ungrateful 
task  of  expofing  men’s  faults,  were  it  not  neceffary 
to  a  tperfe5f  cure ,  to  dive  into  the  bottom  of  their 
morbid  ftate.  In  hopes,  that  when  all  are  expofed 
to  open  view,  you  with  the  reft  of  the  great  phyficD 
ans  of  the  State  when  next  in  conjidtation  ajfembled. , 
may  apply  fome  remedy  to  this  curfed,  chronic 
diftemper. 

It  may  be  thought  probable,  when  men  might,  in 
the  moft  confiderable  inftances,  gratify  their  fhame* 
ful  avarice  with  the  greateft  fecrecy  and  impunity, 
that  they  would  not  hazard  a  difcovery,  (the’  there 
was  no  law  to  punifh  themj  by  a  more  open  tranl* 
greffion,  which  every  body  may  deted  :  But  fee  how 
a  long  habit  of  iniquity,  at  once  obdurates  the  hearts, 
and  captivates  the  fenfes  of  the  feeble,  wicked, 
\yretch  ! 


f  Journal,  Jug  9,  174°,* 
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The  apothecaries  and  druggifts  not  content  with  the 
faireft  opportunities  of  defrauding  the  public  in  al- 
moft  every  other  refped,  mud  deceive  every  cuftomer, 
patient  or  preferiber,  by  altering  the  weights  and 
meafu res  directed  by  ours,  and  almod  all  other  col¬ 
legiate  difpenfatories  in  Europe $  for  I  can  affirm,  that 
they  are  not  fmaller  in  any. 

4  When  a  phyfician  writes  for  an  >ounce  of  any  me- 
dicine,  he  expedts  eight  drachms  of  fix ty  grains  each, 
according  to  the  table  of  weights  prefixed  to  the 
difpenfatory  ;  but  he  unexpectedly  falls  ffiort  of  a- 
bout  fifty  four  grains.  For  inftead  of  the  medical 
the  civil  or  avoir-dii- poize  weights  are  ufed,  each 
ounce  of  which  contains  but  about  [even  drachms  and 
fix  grains  of  the  former  weight.  The  evils  arifing 
from  this  pradtice  are  not  in  many  cafes  lefs  detri¬ 
mental  to  the  public,  than  the  frauds  and  abufes 
already  mentioned  in  .medicines. 

All  the  officinal  compofitions,  and  extemporane* 
ous  prefenptions,  are  fo  calculated  by  the  preferibers, 
that  if  duly  prepared  according  to  their  intentions, 
they  muft  neceffarily  know  to  the  greated  exadtnefs, 
the  quantity  of  the  principal ,  and  indeed  of  every 
refpediive  ingredient  contained  in  a  d.ofe,  or  any 
given  quantity  of  the  mixt  medicine.  Thus  for 
iiiftance,  four  fcruples  of  Venice  freacle  are  known  to 
contain  one  grain  of  opium ,  half  a  drachm  of  the 
Earl  of  Warwick's  powder ,  eighteen  grains  of  fcam * 
rnony^  and  fo  forth.  Without  knowing  this  to  the 
greated  certainty,  no  man  can  fafeiy  preferibe  ^  for 
by  this  rule  it  is,  that  all  mixt  or  compound  medicines 
are  dofed  and  prefen bed.  But  as  the  weights  are 
now  confounded,  it  is  not  polllble  for  a  phyfician 
to  adjuft  the  dole  of  any  compofition  with  the  lead 
certainty.^  ouppofe,  for  example,  an  eledtuary  is 
preferibed  *,  in  every  ounce  of  which  it  is  intended 
there  ffiould  be  ten  or  twenty  grains  of  opium ,  or  of 
any  ftrong  purgative  or  other  adtive  medicine,  of 
fo  great  energy,  that  it  required  the  greateft  accura- 
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cy  in  the  dofing.  This  eledtuary  inftead  of  being 
difpenfed  by  the  proper  weights,  is  done  partly  by 
the  avoir-du-pois  and  partly  by  the  medical  j  for  the 
pounds ,  ounces  and  half  ounces -art  of  the  former,  but 
the  drachms ,  half  drachms  and  fcruples  of  ihe  latter 
denomination  in  our  fhops.  So  that  inftead  cf  ten  of 
twenty  grains  in  one  ounce ,  or  eight  drachms ,  imre  i§ 
the  like  number  of  grains  in  feven  drachms  and  fix 
grains  of  this  ele&uary  :  And  as  the  fame  difpro- 
portion  holds  in  all  other  compofitions,  the  grains 
not  varying  in  any  weights ,  io  the  phyfician  in  this 
refpecl  too,  is  expoled  to  the  moft  dangerous  decep¬ 
tion  ;  for  his  patients  muft  be  frequently  over  dofed 
in  the  chief,  active  ingredients  in  his  preferiptions* 
and  in  the  more  fimple,  under  dofed ,  as  every  ounce 
given  wants  almoft  one  eighth.  This  dire  confufion 
increales  with  the  weights  ;  for  the  medical  pound 
is  above  two  ounces  1  ghter  than  the  avoir-du-pois 
What  a  doubtful,  inconfiftent  medley  muft  fuch 
compofitions  be,  as  are  difpenfed  thus  unjuftly  and 
irregularly  ? 

The  fame  irregularity  has  likewife  confufed  the 
medical  me afures  ;  which  are  gallons ,  pints  or  pounds^ 
and  ounces ,  ufed  in  the  difpenfation  of  certain  liquids. 
For  tho’  apothecaries  may  have  juft  ounce  meajures, 
yet  if  four  ounces  of  any  fimple  water -are  preferibed, 
the  naggin  is  moft  commonly  ufed,  which  wants  a- 
bout  half  an  ounce  of  the  intended,  juft  meafure . 
This  is  of  the  fame  coniequence  with  the  errors  in 
weights ;  as  laudanum ,  opium ,  &:c.  which  are  weigh¬ 
ed,  are  often  intended  to  be  conveyed  in  proper 
dofes,  in  certain  proportions  of  juleps,  &c.  which 

are  moftly  meafured . — - -How  unlikely  then 

is  the  beft  phyfician  to  cure  his  patients*  when  tho* 
he  fhould  get  good  medicines,  which  is  above  twen^ 
ty  to  one  againft  him,  yet  they  are  afturedly  not 
difpenfed  by  the  weights  or  ineafures  he  experts  of 
intends :  So  that  it  is  great  odds,  -his  preferiptions 
are  by  this  means  too  frequently  abufed  or  mifapplied  ! 
One  thing  more  (tho’  out  of  place)  I  muft  here 

E  ob- 
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obferve  my  brethren  yet  to  blame  in,  and  that  is  the 
unprecedented,  evil  cuftom  of  keeping  feveral  de¬ 
finitive  poifons  and  poifin-ous  drugs ,  not  at  all  ufed 
in  medicine,  promifcuous  in  their  (hops,  with  fundry 
other  drugs  of  great  and  near  refemblance  in  out¬ 
ward  afped ;  which  are  often  handled,  weighed  in 
the  fame  fcales,  powdered  or  otherwife  prepared 
in  the  fame  mortars  or  other  utenfils,  and  upon 
the  fame  compters,  where  divers  medicines  are 
handled,  weighed  or  prepared. 

Infatiable' ’avarice,  which  begot  an  inordinate  de¬ 
lire  of  extending  the  profeffion  of  pharmacy,  to  gralp 
at  things  out  of  it’s  way  and  reach,  for  the  fake  of 
lucre  ;  firft  made  apothecaries  poi fitters  in  any  in- 
ftance,  and  probably  the  words  pharmacus ,  and 
fharniacum fynonymous  for  apothecary ,  villain  or 
foifinef,  remedy  or  poifin — Sure  no  man  can  be 
infenfilble  of  the  dire  effeds  of  handling  or  keeping 
poifons  near  medicines,  when  it  is  notorious  that 
the  baneful  dull  of  fuch,  nay  the  very  effluvia  of 
lb  me,  contaminate  the  very  ambient  air,  and  con- 
fequently  every  thing  it  .touches.  Can  it  oe  from 
any  other  canfe  than  their  too  near  vicinity  to  the 
factitious  Arfinic  boxes,  that  fo  mild  and  inoffenfive 
things  as  burnt  dearth  horn  and  cream  of  'Tartar 
have  often  induced  the  mod  dreadful  ficknefs 
and  vomitings,  and  to  fome  proved  deadly  ?  un- 
lefs  the  cream  of  Tartar  is  adulterated,  as  we  have 
too  much  reafon  to  doubt,  with  Willis ,  River iusy 
and  Harris  Have  we  not  had  many  melancholy 
i n (lances  of  fatal  mifearnages  in  this  way,  from 
fuch  (hops  as  deal  in  poifons  ?  And  if  thefe  do  not 
convince  the  mercenary  apothecaries  and  aruggifis  of 
their  errors ,  and  difsuade.  them  from  this  dangerous 
practice  for  the  future,  the  force  of  reafon  will  pro¬ 
bably  prove  fruitlefs,  and  we  may  expebl  relief  in 
this,"  as  well  as  the  forementioned  grievances,  from 
nothing  lefs  than  a  fevere,  rigorous  law. 

No  apothecary  or  dtuggift  in  London  tranfgreffes  in 
x  ^  this 

*  Pharmacolog.  anti-empiric,  p.  150.  &  feq. 
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this  inftance.  Color-felling  there,  is  a  quite  diftindl: 
branch  of  trade :  And  the  color-men  who  profefs 
that  alone,  are  as  ignorant  of  medicinal  drugs  (if 
poilible)  as  any  of  our  pretended  apothecaries  or. 
druggifts.  This  gives  them  more  leifure,  and  makes 
them  more  careful  and  folicitous  to  improve,  and 
cultivate  that  bufinefs.  Whence  we  find  the  colors * 
oils,  vernices ,  &c.  are  with  them  properly  treated, 
and  fo  to  be  had  pure  and  good  in  their  kind  * 
which  is  more  than  our  color-men  can  fay  for  thefe 
Or  any  of  their  proper  commodities. 

If  apothecaries  and  druggifts  had  not  fallen  into  & 
moft  abjedt  date  of  floth  and  ftupidity,  it  would 
not  have  been  necefTary  to  make  this  fecond  applica¬ 
tion  to  Parliament,  for  laws  to  reftrain  them 
from  this  manifeft  evil  at  leaft.  They  might  con- 
fider,  that  hitherto  they  have  been  treated  like  an-* 
tient  Spartans ,  while  their  crimes  lay  hidden  y  but 
to  rifk  a  difcovery  of  alf  by  fuch  tranfgreflions  as 
muff  be  obvious  to  vulgar  eyes,  is  furely  the  worft  po¬ 
licy:  Methinks  thofe  that  will  fteaU  fhould,  like  the 
Spartan  youths  let  the  Fox  tear  the  loins ,  and  even  con- 
fume  the  bowels ,  rather  than  it  Jhduld  appear  who  ft o let 
him  \  unlefs  he,  thro’  a  fenfe  of  penitence ,  difcovers* 

I  fhall  now  clofe  this  fedtion  with  one  fhort  re- 
fledtion. 

If  this  cur  fed  apoftacy ,  this fatal  degeneracy ,  Which 
we  here  complain  of,  and  moft  earneftly  defire  to 
be  reformed,  had  tended  to  no  worfe  an  evil,  than 
the  ruin  and  fubverfion  of  one  of  the  moft  antient y 
noble  and  ufeful  Arts*  to  fay  nothing  of  it’s  bring¬ 
ing  it’s  eldefl  twin-filler*  Physic  (which  muft. 
necefTarily  rife  and  fall  with  it)  to  the  ground,  and 
Was  not  attended  with  that  difmal  train  of  evil- 
confequences  to  mankind  in  general  which  we  daily 
difcover,  fure  the  vile  mifcreants  who  have  brought 
it  to  this  low  pafs,  and  rendered  it  deftrudlive  in- 
Head  of  ufeful  to  the  public,  rriuft  be  deemed  moft 
highly  culpable,  and  the  moft  unworthy  members 
of  human  foCiety  $  as  the  dcftroyers  of  ufeful  arts 
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are  defervedly  reckoned  more  criminal  and  defpi- 
cable,  than  the  inventors  or  improvers  of  them 
have  been  accounted  beneficent  and  honorable. 
And  fince  it  is  apparent,  that  Pharmacy  is  an 
Art  which  the  three  firft  ranks  of  men  among  . the 
antients,  to  wit,  Kings,  Priests,  and  P  r  o- 
pkets,  did  not  difdain  to  cultivate  and  occupy, 
as  both  facred  and  prophane  hidories  evidently 
tedify  *,  an  art  which  is  the  mother  and  nurfe  of 
many  others  ;  and  which  in  it’s  purity  contributed  to 
the  prefervatioiij  not  only  of  the  living,  but  like- 
wife,  of  the  dead .  Bodies  of  the  illuilrious  \  in  fine 
an  art  which,  under  God,  is  one  of  the  principal 
agents  in  preferving  the  nobleft  machine  of  the 
Almighty’s  creation  from  diforder,  in  reftoring  it 
when  difordered,  and  when  by  time  it’s  fprings 
and  movements  are  worn  out,  and  it’s  adtions  there¬ 
by  ceafe,  keeps  it  from  corruption  and  decay  for 
many  ages :  And  fince  it  is  now  manifeft,  that  this 
excellent  art  has  been  effaced,  perverted,  and  aimed 
quite  obliterated,  by  the  pernicious  abufes ,  corrup¬ 
tions  and  frauds  of  apothecaries  and  druggifts ,  furely 
the  fubjedl  of  it’s  reftoration  and  reformation  well 
deferves  the  ferious  attention  of  Parliament  ;  as 
by  the  wife  interpolation  of  that  alone,  we  may 
hope  to  fee  Pharmacy  refeued  from  the  hands 
of  barbarous  afjajjins ,  revived,  and  once  *  more 
dime  in  it’s  prjftine  luflre  and  beauty,  redo  red  to 
it’s  original  ufe,  worth  and  dignity.  This  is  all 
that  now  feems  wanting  to  bring  the  practice  of  phy- 
fic  to  it’s  primitive  certainty ,  which  by  the  foremen- 
tioned  errors  and  impofitions ,  has  been  long  rendered 
precarious  and  uncertain. 

IV.  Order  now  leads  me  to  the  fourth  and  Jad 
thing  propofed,  namely,  to  offer  feme  means  to  pre¬ 
vent  fuch  horrid  mal-pradtices  for  the  future,  &c, 

I  have  in  the  foregoing,  endeavoured  with  the 
greatefl  care  and  impartiality  to  date  the  cafe  of 
pharmacy ,  to  the  bed  of  my  power.  As  the  dif 
temper  is  mod  inveterate,  perplexed,  and  complicate. 
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fo  to  prefcribe  adequate  remedies  for  it,  requires  a 
confutation .  But  from  the  unjuft  opposition  and  ill 
uiage  I  met  with  from  the  fraternity,  in  my  late 
attempt  to  reclaim  the  profeffion,  I  can  neither  ask 
nor  expert  their  affiftance  or  concurrence  in  this 
EJfay.  Therefore,  as  neceflity  requires  it,  I  mufl 
alone  venture  to  offer  my  bed  thoughts  upon  the 
whole,  tho*  it  is  an  hard  tafk,  and  preferring,  in 
either  phyfic  or  law ,  not  my  proper  province.— 
Before  my  prefcriptions  are 4  put  in  pradice,  let 
my  worthy  feniors  juftly  corred  and  reprove 
me  ;  1  fhall  receive  their  amendments  with  plea- 
fure,  and  fhall  chearfuliy  alfent  with  every  good 
man,  that  fhaM  rationally  treat  this  luxuriant  evil. 

When  the  fource  of  a  difiemper  is  known ,  the  me¬ 
thod  of  cure  is  leaf  difficult  ;  arid  when  the  caufe  of  a 
diforder  is  remove dy  the  effetl  of  courfe  muft  ceafe. 
The  former  I  think  I  have  difcovered,  the  latter 
there  are  various  ways  of  bringing  about.  Fhyfici - 
nns ,  as  far  as  it  may  be  confident  with  reafon,  and 
the  fafety  of  the  fick ,  gratify  their  tade  and  adapt 
medicines  to  their  gouts  and  weakly  appetites.  We 
know  of  old,  that  the  difiemper  ed  apothecaries,  and 
druggifts ,  have  the  mod  vitiated  palaHs  and  very 
weaky  fqueamifh  fiomachsy  and  that  they  never  yet 
could  relifh  or  digefi  any  remedy  given  to  alter  or 
amend  their  morbid  habit  of  body.  Tho*  many 
mild,  rational  attempts  were  made  to  reflore  them 
to  their  natural  healthy  they  would  never  confent  to 
ufe  the  means  directed.  At  length,  wearied  with 
trying  all  the  jud  methods,  that  mud  with  ferwf  Me 
men  have  prevailed,  the  college  of  phyficiantHi^ al¬ 
ly,  began  to  treat  them,  as  real  Maniacs  required, 
with  Helleborine  and  other  dr  a  flic  remedies,  which 
indeed  had  no  better  effed  *,  for  like  true  Belhlemites% 
they  fpurned  the  medicines,  and  when  by  force  they 
were  poured  down  their  throats,  they  fpewed  them 
in  their  Ar  chi  at  or  s’  faces.  This  will  need  no  expla¬ 
nation  when  you  recoiled:  the  violent  oppofltion 
both  publicly  and  privately!  made  to  the  bill  de- 

E  3  pending. 
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pending  in  the  tjoufe  of  Commons  in  the  year 
1725,  to  prevent  abufes  in  the  practices  of  phyfic  and 
pharmacy .  In  like  manner  in  the  year  173  f,  when 
the  aft  now  in  force  took  it’s  rife  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  tho*  the  whole  fraternity  privately  and 
publicly,  confefled  a  reformation  greatly  wanting , 
and  tho1 2 * * * * * * 9  fome  of  the  mofl  eminent  among  them 
approved  of  the  means  then  propofed ,  yet  did  they 
jointly,  unanimoufly  oppofe  it,  and  publifhed  a  cafe 
which  they  laid  before  the  houfe  j  in  which  they 
afTerted  many  weak  falfhoods,  and  made  fundry, 
trivial  and  ridiculous  evafions,  to  prevent  farther 
inquiries  being  made  into  their  habitual  frauds ,  or 
any  laws  palling  to  reftrain  them  from  their  long  ac~ 
cuftomed ,  evil  practices.  Thefe  inllances  I  think  ne- 
peflary,  to  fhew,  how  averfe  thefe  men  are  and  ever 
have  been  to  reformation .  I  am  forry  to  fay  it  looks, 
as  if  they  had  loved  darknefs  rather  than  light ,  becaufe 
their  deeds  were  evil  For  fmce  no  man  can  fear  that 
truth  and  integrity  can  fuffer  by  an  open  examination 
or  any  fair  teft>  fare  this  averfion  thereto  is  another 
plain  proof  of  the  necellky  for  fome  effectual  law  5 
'Which  I  humbly  conceive  may  be  made  very  con¬ 
veniently  by  adding  a  few,  proper  claufes  to  the 
prefmt  a&t :  And  I  fubmit  it  to  your  judgement, 
whether  or  no,  it  may  be  expedient  to  make  the 
following  amendments  in  that  bill,  and  whether 
they  may  or  not,  anfwer  the  good  purpofes  de¬ 
igned. 

1.  That  the  College  of  Phyficians ,  the  better  to  en¬ 
able  them  to  execute  this  aft,  be  impowered  to  in- 
creafe  the  number  of  their  fellows  *. 

2.  That  the  faid  College  of  Phyficians  be  authori¬ 

sed  to  try  and  examine  all  perfons  whatfoever  who 

bow  do,  or  hereafter  fhall  make,  prepare,  fell,  or 

expofe  to  fale,  any  medicines,  or  keep  any,  whether 

Simple,  or  compound  for  that  purpofe,  and  to  li¬ 

cence 

'*  The  Charter  of  the  College  of  Phyficians  of  London  is  eon- 

lined  by  14.  &  15.  Hen.  Cap.  5./.  2,  led  10.  Geo.  1. 
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cence  fuch,  and  flich  only,  as  they  fhall  ..find  duly 
qualified,  as  apothecaries  chemifts  or  druggijls, 

3.  That  no  perfon  whatfoever  may  preiume  to 
make,  prepare,  adminifter,  or  vend,  or  keep  for 
that  purpofe,  any  clrugg,  or  medicine  whatfoever^ 
whether  fimple  or  compound,  alter  a  day  appointed, 
unlefs  he  has  flood  fuch  examination,  and  has  ob¬ 
tained  a  licence  or  qualification,  under  the  hands  of 
the  Preftdent  and  Cenfors  for  the  time  being,  and  the 
leal  of  the  faid  College  of  Phyficians. 

4,  That  no  apothecary ,  chmifi  or  druggift ,  may 
take  an  apprentice  to  learn  his  or  their  art  or  myflery, 
trade  or  occupation,  before  fuch  intended  apprentice 
Hrft  {lands  and  anfwers  the  fame  examination 
which  is  deemed  neceflary  for  thofe  who  enter  the 
JJniverfity  of  Dublin,  and  produces  a  proper  certifi¬ 
cate  of  his  due  qualification,  under  the  hand  of  the 
Senior  Lehlurer  of  Trinity  College ,  Dublin ,  for  the 
time  being  :  Which  faid  apprentice,  fo  examined 
and  qualified,  may  be  bound  and  fhall  be  inrolled, 
and  his  faid  certificate  regiftered  in  the  company  or 
corporation  of  barbers  and  chirurgeons ,  apothecaries 
and  peruke-makers ,  or  Guild  of  St.  Mary  Magdalene 9 
in  Dublin ;  and  fhall  according  to  the  manners  and 
cufloms  of  the  faid  Guild  and  Cityy  ferve  an  ap~ 
prenticefhip  of  feven  years  at  the  leail :  And  farther, 
that  no  fuch  apprentice  af  ter  fuch  fervice,  fhall  pre- 
fume  to  make  or  prepare,  difpenfe,  adminifter  or 
vend,  any  medicine  or  medicinal  drugg,  whether 
fimple  or  compound,  until  he  has  farther  qualified 
himfelf  by  a  due  examination  in  pharmacy ,  &c.  to 
be  made  by,  or  before  the  prefident ,  cenfors  and  fel¬ 
lows,  of  the  College  of  Phyficians  aforefald,  with 
twelve  free ,  licenfed  apothecaries ,  in  fuch  manner, 
form  and  place  as  to  them  fhall  feem  meet :  And 
that  the  faid  College  of  Phyficians ,  may  be  obliged 

E  4  and 

4  The  College  of  Phyficians  is  im powered  by  Charter  of 
and  M.  to  examine  Phyficians,  Apothecaries,  Chemifts,.  Drug- 
gifts  and  Midwives,  and  to  licence  fuch  and  fuch  only  assail  hs 

found  duly  qualified,  and  to  punifh  others,  / 
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and  impowfered  to  try  and  examine,  every  fuch  per- 
fon  or  perfons,  as  (hall  produce  a  certificate  from 
his,  or  their  matter  or  matters,  or  in  cafe  of  his  or 
their  matter,  or  matters  death,  or  refufal,  from  the 
wafer  and  wardens  of  the  corporation  of  barbers  and 
chirurgeons ,  apothecaries  and  peruke -makers,  or  Guild 
of  St>  Mary  Magdalene  aforefaid,  of  his  or  their 
qualification  and  fervice  as  aforefaid,  at  any  of  their 
Charter-meetings  in  every  year.  Which  faid  College 
of  Phyftcians ,  may  be  impowered  and  authorifed  to 
licence  fuch  and  fuch  only,  as  they  (hall  judge  ca¬ 
pable  of  his  or  their  profefiion,  under  the  hand  of 
the  prefident  and  cenfors  for  the  time  being,  and  the 
feal  of  the  College  of  Phyftcians  aforefaid 

5.  That  the  better  to  examine  the  topical  medi¬ 
cines,  two  chirurgeons ,  being  freemen  of  the  Guild 
of  St.  Mary  Magdalene  aforefaid,  be  obliged  to 
attend  with  the  apothecaries  to  attift  the  examiners , 
in  their  iearches  and  vifitations  of  the  fhops,  &c. 
of  apothecaries ,  &c.  and  that  the  faid  examiners , 
with  their  affifiant  apothecaries  and  chirurgeons ,  fhalX 
feverally  wear  the  gowns ,  or  other  proper  habiliments 
of  their  refpedive  flat  ions  in  the  College  or  City, 

<  and  (hall  be  attended  by  the  beadles  of  the  faid 
College  and  Guild  of  St.  Mary  Magdalene  refpedive- 
]y,  properly  attired*  in  their  vifitations. 

6.  That  the  better  to  inforce  the  execution  of 
this  ad,  and  the  more  efFedually  to  impower  the 
faid  examiners,  and  afiittant  apothecaries  and  chi¬ 
rurgeons,  to  difeharge  the  power  and  truft  yetted  in 
them  by  this  ad,  a  civil  officer  may  be  appointed  to 
attend  them,  and  to  execute  their  decrees -f. 

7.  That 

*  The  Corporation  of  Barbers  and  Chirurgeons,  &c.  being 
dehrous  as  much  as  in  them  lies  to  promote  the  public  Good* 
have,  by  virtue  of  the  Powers  granted  them  by  Charter,  to  make 
by  -laws  for  the  good  of  their  Society  ;  ordained,  that  no  Chsrur- 
geon  nor  Apothecary  lhall  hereafter  be  admitted  free  of  this 
Corporation,  until  he  is  firft  examined  and  found  qualified  by  a 
Committee  of  twelve  men  of  his  Occupation,  and  the  Preiident 
and  Cenfors  of  the  College  of  Phyficiarrs. 

f  All  Juitices,  Mayors,  Sheriffs,  Conflables,  &c.  are  obliged 

to 
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7.  That  no  apothecary ,  chemift ,  druggift,  or  other 
perfon  whatfoever,  who  makes,  prepares  or  fells  me¬ 
dicines  for  payment  or  livelihood^  may  take  upon 
him  to  prefcribe  for  the  Tick  in  any  diforder  whatfo¬ 
ever,  except  in  cafes  of  neceffity,  as  in  the  country, 
where  neither  phyficians  or  chirurgeons  may  be  timely 
had  *,  and  that  they  may  not  on  any  account  or 
pretence  whatfoever,  fell  or  adminifter,  nor  fuffer, 
or  caufe  to  be  fold  or  adminiftered,  ftrong  vomitives 
or  purgatives,  nor  provocatives  to  Venery,  Abortion 
or  the  ! Terms  y  fuch  as  Antimonial ,  mercurial  and 
chalybeate  preparations,  Cantharides  or  Spanijh  flies, 
Scammony  or  Refins  of  Jallap  ox  Scammony y  Gamboge , 
Savin,  &c.  nor  Quickfilver ,  nor  Opium,  or  any 
preparation  of  either ,  to  any,  without  the  prefcrip- 
tion  of  a  known  phyfician. 

8.  That  no  perfon  may  obtain  a  certificate  of  the 
entry  of  any  drug  or  medicine,  unlefs  the  affiftant  apo¬ 
thecaries  in  Dublin ,  or  any  two  apothecaries  in  any  o- 
ther  port,  having  firft  taken  the  examiners  oath  be¬ 
fore  the  magiftrate  of  the  place,  or  the  next  juftice 
of  the  peace  of  the  county,  where  fuch  entry  is  made, 
who  fhall  have  power  to  adminifter  and  receive  the 
fame,  fhall  certify  to  the  proper  officers,  under  their 
hands,  that  the  drugs  or  medicines ,  fo  entered,  are 
truly  the  fame  they  are  entered  for,  and  that  they 
are  found,  pure  and  genuine. 

9.  That  no  apothecary ,  chemift ,  druggift ,  or  other 
perfon  whatfoever,  who,  after  a  day  appointed, 
fhall  keep,  fell,  expofe  to  fale,  or  keep  for  that 
purpofe,  white,  yellow,  or  red  Arfenics ,  or  other 
paints,  or  dying  fluffs,  ufed  only  by  painters,  dyers, 
and  fuch  like  artificers,  and  not  fafely  or  commonly 
ufed  in  phyfic  or  medicine,  may  be  allowed  to 
make,  prepare,  or  adminifter,  any  medicine  or  me¬ 
dicinal 

to  afiift  the  Prefident,  &c.  of  the  College  of  Phyficians  of  Lon* 
don.  32.  Hen.  8.  C.  42.  Se£k  6. 

*  ft  has  been  holden,  that  if  a  perfon  not  duly  authorifed  to 
be  a  Phyfician  or  Chirurgeon  undertakes  a  Cure  and  the  Patient 
dies  in  his  Hand?,  he  is  guilty  qf  Felony.  1  Ha<w&.  P.  C.  87 . 
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dicinal  drug,  whatfoever ;  whether  fimple  or  com¬ 
pound  ;  nor  may  fuch  perfons  as  keep  Arfenics ,  &c. 
for  fale,  vend  them,  or  any  other  poifonous  drug,  to 
$ny  one,  without  the  licence  of  a  magiftrate,  where 
fuch  are  fold. 

10.  That  the  affiiftant  apothecaries  and  chimrgeonsy 
may  be  chofen  by  the  corporation  of  barbers ,  and 
chirurgeons ,  apothecaries ,  and  peruke-makers  aforefaid, 
at  the  ufual  times  and  places,  and  in  the  ordinary 
manner  of  chufing  the  feveral  officers  of  the  faid 
corporation  ;  giving  due  notice  to  the  college  ef  phy- 
ficians,  who  ihall  approve  and  fwear  the  fame, 

i  i.  That  the  two  affiftant  apothecaries  and  the  wa¬ 
fer,  or  one  of  the  wardens  of  the  corporation  of  bat- 
hers,  &c.  for  the  time  being,  being  an  apothecary , 
fhall  have  full  power  and  authority,  to  hear  and 
receive  complaints,  and  to  examine  the  bills  or 
accounts  of  apothecaries  with  their  cuftomers,  and 
to  tax  or  reduce  the  fame,  as  to  them,  or  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  them,  fhall  feem  juft  and  reafonable. 

12.  That  all  apothecaries  and  chemifts,  may  be  o- 
bliged  to  ohferve  ftri6tly,  and  prepare  and  difpenfe 
their  feveral  drugs  and  medicines,  for  officinal  ufe  5 
by  whatfoever  JDifpenfatory  the  College  of  Phyficians 
fhall  direct  or  appoint.  And  that  the  capital  com - 
pqfitions  as  the  treacle ,  mithridate,  and  whatfoever  o 
ther  medicines  they  fhall  require,  fhall  not  be  dif- 
penfed  or  compounded  without  giving  public  no¬ 
tice  to  the  examiners  and  affiftants,  who  fhall  exa¬ 
mine  and  infpe£t  fuch  difpenfation. 

1 3.  That  the  faid  examiners  and  affiftants ,  may  have 

power  to  view,  try,  and  examine  all  ft  ales,  weight  sy 
and  meafures ,  ufed  in  the  fhops  of  apothecaries,  £s?r. 
and  to  feize,  all  fuch  as  fhall  not  be  made  accor¬ 
ding  to  the.ftandard  of  the  appointed  Difpenfatory, 
orotherwife  falfe  or  defective  *,  with  authority  far¬ 
ther,  to  punifh  whomfoever  is  found  to  offend  in 
this  manner,  >  14.  That 

t  In  London  wardens  of  th«  company  affift  the  examiners’, 

'  tO I,  > 
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14.  That  it  may  be  lawful  for  the  Lord  .Mayor 

of  Dublin ,  if  the  College  of  Phyficians  neglect, 
and  for  the  chief  magiftrate  of  any  city,  befides  Dub - 
lin?  borough ,  or  town  corporate ,  or  for  the  High  She¬ 
riff  of  any  county,  to  fummon  any  two,  or  more 
Phyficians  in  fuch  city ,  &c.  or  county ,  to  adminifter 
to  them  the  examiners  oath ,  and  with  them  to  enter 
in  the  day  time  the  (hops,  &c.  of  all  apothecaries , 
&c.  within  fuch  «7y,  &c.  or  and  therein 

to  fearch  for,  view,  and  examine  all  druggs  and 
medicines  therein  kept  ;  and  to  condemn,  and  pub¬ 
licly  to  deftroy,  fuch  as  the  faid  phyficians  fhall 
find  unfound,  adulterate,  corrupt,  or  decayed.  And 
likewife  to  view,  try,  and  examine  all  fcales ,  weights 
arid  meafures  •,  and  to  feize  all  fuch  as  they  fhall 
find  falfe,  defective,  or  exceffive,  &c.  with  a  claufe 
for  an  appeal  to  the  College  of  Phyficians,  giving  da¬ 
mages  to  the  appellants,  againft  fuch  phyficians, 
in  cafe  the  faid  college  does  not  ratify  their  fentence 
or  decree. 

15.  That  no  druggift ,  or  wholefale  apothecary ,  or 
chemifi ,  who  fupplies  any  retailers  with  drugs  or  me¬ 
dicines  by  wholefale,  may  prefume  to  difpenfe, 
prepare,  or  make  up  any  phyfician’s,  or  chirurgeon’s, 
prefcriptions  :  Nor  may  fuch  be  chofen ,  or  ferve,  as 
affiftants  to  the  examiners  appointed  by  this  aft. 

16.  That  no  examiner ,  affiftant ,  or  civil  magiftrate* 
appointed  by  this  aft,  fnall  ferve  above  one  year, 
and  not  for  four  years  after. 

1 7.  That  all  phyficians  of  the  college ,  and  all 
apothecaries  and  chirurgeons  of  the  corporation  of  Bar¬ 
bers  and  Chirurgeons ,  Apothecaries  and  Peruke-makers? 
or  Guild  of  St.  Mary  Magdalene  in  Dublin ,  or  any  of 
them,  may  be  exempted  from  ferving  on  juries  or 
inquefts,  and  all  other  offices  ecclefiaftic,  civil,  or 
military,  (thofe  of  the  faid  college  and  corporation 
only  excepted)  if  they,  or  any  of  them,  fhall  re¬ 
quire  it  *. 

18.  With 

*  The  fame  privileges  and  immunities  arc  granted  to  the 

Phyficians 
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i$.  With  general  faying  claufes  and  provisions  for 
appeals,  rewards  or  gratuities,  penalties,  &c. 

The  reafons  for  thefe  feveral  propofed  amend¬ 
ments,  I  hope,  are  evident  from  the  foregoing  ;  if 
not,  I  believe  I  iliall  be  able  to  fhew  them  when  re¬ 
quired. 

Although  I  have  been  obliged  to  p  rot  raft  this 
Letter  beyond  the  intended  length,  in  order  to  give 
a  juft,  clear  Notion  of  the  whole  matter,  and  to  ob¬ 
viate  any  difficulties  or  objections  that  may  arife,  or 
be  made  againit  it,  by  defigning  men  ;  yet  I  muft 
beg  you  will  with  patience,  and  your  ufual  candor, 
now  hear  me  a  few  words  in  mine  own  behalf. 

From  the  unexpected  ill  treatment  I  met  with  in 
a  former  weak  attempt  of  this  kind  *,  it  is  eafy  to 
conceive  what  I  may  now  expeCt  from  many  of  the 
’Gentlemen  who  call  themfelves  Apothecaries,  Chemifts^ 
and  Druggifts  f ,  tho5  I  flatter  myfelf  I  do  in  fome 
fort  deferve  the  thanks  of  every  man,  who  would 
bonefily  follow  any  of  thefe  occupations ;  my  defign 
being  only  to  fhew,  who  is  properly  and  truly  an  apo¬ 
thecary  or  druggifts  and  what  the  proper  office  and 
duty  of  each;  together  with  the  necefiity  of  their 
adhering  to  their  immediate  refpeCtive  profeflions, 
folely,  diligently.  Notwithftanding,  I  look  for  the 
taunts  and  outcries  of  the  multitude  of  ignorant, 
idle,  felftfh,  and  invidious  men,  among  us,  again# 
me,  in  every  fhape.  However,  I  fhall  not  think 
myfelf  obliged  to  take  the  lealt  notice  of  felf-intereft- 
ed  hack-biters ,  nor  their  pyratical  Miffionaries ,  who 
will  probably,  as  before,  go  about  induftrioufly  to 

blaft 

Fhyficians,  Chirurgeons,  and  Apothecaries  of  London,  by  the 
3 2  Hen.  VIII.  c.  40.  f.  1.  3  Hen.  VIII.  c.  1 1.  f.  1.  &  6  Will. 
III.  c.  4.  f.  3.  The  Barbers  and  Chirurgeons  company  is  allow¬ 
ed,  for  anatomical  ufes,  the  bodies  of  four  executed  felons  annu¬ 
ally  ;  and  their  chapter  is  confirmed.  32  Hen.  VIII.  c.  42.  f.  1.2. 

*  A  ftiort  icheme  for  preventing  frauds  and  abufes  in  phar¬ 
macy,  1735,  on  which  the  prefent  A£t  was  founded. 

.  t  Titles  by  which  moft  Apothecaries,  Druggifts,  &c,  r# 
£iftred  themfelves  by  the  Ad  in  the  year  1736. 
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blaft  my  credit,  and  afperfe  and  villify  my  character  ; 
not  even  *  anonymous,  fcribbling  ■privateers ,  ox  hackney- 
pamphleteers. 

Some  will  perhaps  advance  with  the  humorous 
Garth  that. 

That  juggler  which  another’s  flight  will  fhew, 

But  teaches  how  the  world  his  own  may  know. 

To  this  indidtment  I  fhall,  according  to  form, 
plead.  Not  Guilty ,  and  fo  put  myfelf,  for  trial,  on 
my  cufiomers  and  the  public. 

But  the  grand  infinuation  in  my  prejudice,  which 
has  heretofore  been  made  and  will  now  probably 
be  revived,  is,  that  re  gar  die fs  of  all  public  good,  in 
unreaf enable  averfion  and  eppofition  to  my  fraternity,  and 
by  way  of  advert ifing  and  extolling  my  [elf,  by  depretia - 
ting  them 5  1  have  turned  a  reformer ,  being  in  every 
inftance  ailed  more  by  felfifh  mercenary  views ,  than  any 
ether. - This,  I  hope,  to  every  confiderate  unpreju¬ 

diced  reader,  will  appear  as  malicious,  and  as  ground- 
lefs,  as  the  reft  of  their  bafe  detraction  is  falfe  and 
uncharitable.  I  challenge  any  man  to  fay,  I  was  fi¬ 
ver  once  known  to  lefifen  the  juft  merits  of  any  apo¬ 
thecary  or  druggift  whatfoever.  Had  I  none  other 
motive  than  common  policy,  I  fhould  not  attempt 
to  recommend  my  felf  to'  the  world  by  fuch  low? 
mean  artifice :  moreover,  let  it  but  be  confidered,  did 
I  heretofore,  or  do  I  now  offer  ought  to  the  detri¬ 
ment  of  any  honeft,  juft  apothecary,  chemift  or 
druggift  ?  Jf  I  have,  I  declare  it  the  effects  of 
mere  inadvertency  ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  reafonably 
imagined,  that  I  fhould  knowingly  do  any  thing  to 
the  prejudice  of  a  profefflon,  which  I  have  made 
my  choice,  by  which  I  have  hitherto  lived,  and  ft  ill 
purpofe  to  follow,  as  long  as  the  fame  excellent  fet 
of  cuftomers,  which  have  hitherto  dealt  with  me, 

and 

*  Remarks  upon  the  Scheme  for  preventing  frauds  and  abafes 
fc\  Pharmacy,  & c.  wrote  by  a  eertaifl  Qua$k*  /\ nothecary. 

t  h)iftenf  Catti*  iti. 
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and  moft  nobly  and  generouOy  encouraged  me,  are 
pleafed  to  continue  their  unmerited  favors.  In 
the  next  place,  I  fubmit  it  to  the  judgement  of  every 
candid  breaft,  what  mercenary  views  I  could  have 
had  in  this  undertaking.  I  believe  it  is  evident,  tho9 
I  was  at  great  expence,  and  much  trouble  in 
writing  and  printing,  and  in  attending  the  parlia¬ 
ment  in  the  year  173 y,  that,  inftead  of  gaining  any 
felfifh  advantages  thereby,  or  in  any  fort  folliciting 
for  fuch,  I  have  been  a  considerable  fufferer,  if  it  were 
by  none  other  means,  than  bringing  upon  me  (tho* 
I  hope  undefer vedly)  the  implacable  hatred  and  en¬ 
mity  of  all  the  apothecaries  and  druggifts.  And  I 
hope  there  are  fome  men  of  quality  and  diftinction, 
flill  living,  who  can  attefl,  that  tho5  I  was  incou- 
raged  to  fue  for  a  parliamentary  reward,  yet  I  juft- 
ly  difdained  all  applications  for  the  like,  being  con¬ 
tent  with  the  public  good,  which  was  likely  to  ac¬ 
crue  from  my  weak  endeavours.  Vertuetc  a  prepared 
hearty  never  fails  of  bringing  an  ample ,  concomitant  re - 
ward. 

1'his  I  will  however  confefs  ;  that  I  have  fome 
felfifh  private  (  tho5  not  altogether  mercenary)  views H 
in  folliciting  a  reformation  of  pharmacy,  and  a  ftrkd 
examination  of  apothecaries  and  their  fhops,  becaufe 
I  would  from  my  felf ,  as  well  as  others ,  remove  all 
temptations  to  the  abufe  or  corruption  of  my  profef- 
lion,  and  by  all  ways  and  means,  promote  the  know¬ 
ledge  thereof,  and  give  all  reafonable  encouragement 
to  following  it  ftri&ly,  jnftly,  and  faithfully.  And 
I  conceive  the  examination  of  apothecaries  and  drug- 
gifls,  and  the  infpedtion  of  their  fhops,  would  bo 
one  motive  ;  as  it  mud  prove  as  advantageous  to  e- 
very  fkilful  honed  apothecary  and  druggift,  as  it 
mud  be  difadvantageous  to  the  unskilful  and  did 
honed.  Moreover,  as  the  apothecaries  and  drug- 
gifts?  have  been  very  acdive,  and  I  have  fome  rea¬ 
sons  to  judge,  there  are  fome  of  them  dill  unwearied 
in  wounding  my  charadler  and  reputation,  in  the 
mod  falfe,  malicious,  and  uncharitable  manner  ;  I 

hope* 


(  79  ) 

hope  it  is  not  culpable  in  me  to  feek,  with  the  re« 
drefs  of  a  general  grievance,  a  public  method  of 
confuting  thofe  groundlds  calumnies.  For  in  fuch 
a  trial,  I  Hatter  my  felf,  it  will  appear,  that  if  I 
fhould  not  have  had  as  fair  an  opportunity  of  learn¬ 
ing  pharmacy ,  or  as  good  a  capacity,  as  many  of 
thofe,  who  make  a  better  figure  in  the  profeffion  ; 
I  have  taken  more  pains  in  acquiring  feme  know¬ 
ledge  in  it,  in  order  to  make  amends  for  luch  dif* 
advantages ,  and  to  fupply  fuch  a  natural  defeff. 

I  might  have  taken  the  ufual  liberty  of  dedicators, 
and  here  claim  a  fanXuary  to  my  felf,  and  this  poor 
performance,  by  prefixing  your  illuftrious  name.  But 
even  this  is  an  artifice  I  defpife  *,  'for  if  it  has  not 
merit  enough  to  maintain  it’s  ground,  tho’  cloathed 
in  this  mean  limplicity,  let  it  be  rejected,  or  fall 
unregarded. 

From  one  of  your  great  humanity,  refined  tafle* 
and  juft  notions  of  morality,  I  fear  I  may  dread 
fome  cenfure  for  an  unbecoming  zeal,  in  ufing  thro* 
this  difcourfe  fome  terms  of  reproach ,  escprejfions , 
which  may  befpeak  an  unfeemly  freedom  with  my  f rater-* 
nity ,  or  fuch  as  may  favour  Jomewhat  of  fpken  or  in* . 
veftive.  In  this  refpedt,  perhaps,  I  am  to  blame* 
but  when  you  confider  how  difficult  it  is  to  treat  fuch 
vile  offenders  as  I  complain  of  more  properly,  or  for 
a  man  of  any  confcience,  or  underfbanding,  barely 
to  mention  fuch  bafe  degeneracy,  fuch  abominable 
perfidious  villainy,  as  I  have  laid  before  you,  or  even 
but  to  think  of  the  like,  without  fome  heat,  indig¬ 
nation,  and  abhorrence,  I  hope  it  will,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  plead  my  excufe.  I  have  induftrioufly  avoided 
perfonal  reflexions  *,  except  where  the  offenders  were 
fo  Angularly  notorious,  that  they  muff  be  known  to 
many,  by  mentioning  their-crimes  only.  And  altho2 
I  have  from  many  of  the  fociety,  received  much  un¬ 
kind,  ungenerous,  and  I  may  fay,  uncharitable,  un- 
chriftian  treatment  •,  and  altho9  the  dignity  of  the 
parliament- houfe  in  full  feflion,  could  not  protect 
teie  from  their  violent  rage,  and  mercilefs  in  fifes, 

not 
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not  only  in  the  offices  adjoining,  but  even  at  the 
bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers  ;  yet,  I  mod  folemnly 
aver  it  to  you,  that  it  is  not  the  perfons,  but  their 
vices  I  deteft,  and  would  expofe.  I  know  there  are 
ftill  among  them,  men  of  diftinguifhed  worth  and 
candor,  who  are  ready  and  willing  to  fuffer  a  refor¬ 
mation  ;  and  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  many  of 
thofe,  who  formerly  oppoled  it,  were  led  thereto 
by  inadvertency,  or  the  clamors  of  the  multitude., 
If  any  thing  I  have  faid  fhould  offend,  or  feem  le¬ 
velled  at  particular  perfons,  I  muff  fay  with  the  in¬ 
genious  Garth ,  #  66  it  is  at  fuch  only  as  are  prefu- 
iC  med  to  be  engaged  in  difhonourable  confederacies 
<c  (againft  the  public  and)  againft  the  dignity  of  their 
own  profeffion  ;  but  if  there  be  none  fuch,  then 
ic  thefe  characters  are  but  imaginary,  and  confe- 
quently  ought  to  give  no  body  offence.55 — - — 

I  conclude  with  the  words  of  the  late  learned 
do&or  ft  Merret ,  on  another  occafiom —  Acreni 
<c  me  habebunt  veriffimumque  vindicem,  fraudefque 
<c  detegam  ab  artis  hujus  incunabilis  in  hunc  ufque 
<c  diem  ufurpatas ;  idque  reipfa  comprobabo  hand 
<£  fufpe&ae  fidei  teftimoniis ;  fimulque  omnia  ftigmata 
focietati  noftne  inufta  detergam.™- 

I  am,  with  due  refpedb  to  your  honorable  ftation, 
ss  well  as  the  greateff  regard  to  your  perfon, 

S  I  R, 

Tour  moft  faithful , 

and  moft  obedient  Servant . 

Dublin,  Novem¬ 
ber  ii,  1741. 

C.  Lucas, 

*  Preface  to  Difpenf. 

<  ■}'  Pinac.  natur.  Rerum  Britt.  Praef. 
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BOOKS  lately  Printed  and  fold  the  Cornner 
of  Sycomore- Alley,  in  Dame  jlreet. 


FOLIO. 

Dlttionaire  Oeconomique  :  Or,  the  Family  Diftionary, 
Containing  the  moft  experienc’d  Methods  of  improv¬ 
ing  Eftates  and  of  preferving  Health,  with  many  ap¬ 
proved  Remedies  for  molt  Dijiemper  s  of  the  Body  of  Man, 
Cattle  and  other  Creatures,  and  the  beft  Means  for  attaining 
long  Life. 

The  moft  advantageous  Ways  of  Breeding,  Feeding  and 
Ordering  of  Domeftick  Animals,  as  Horfes ,  Kine,  Sheeps 
Swine,  Poultry,  Bees,  Silkworms,  &c. 

The  different  Kinds  of  Nets,  Snares  and  Engines,  for  taking 
moft  Sorts  of  Fijh ,  Birds,  and  other  Game. 

Great  Variety  of  Rules,  Directions,  and  new  Difcoveries, 
relating  to  Gardening,  Husbandry,  Soils  and  Manures  of  all 
Sorts:  The  Planting  and  Culture  of  Vines,  Fruit-Trees, 
Foreji-Trees ,  Underwoods,  Shr ubs,  Flower s,  and  their  feveral 
Ufes  :  The  Knowledge  of  Foreign  Drugs,  Dies,  Domeftick 
and  Exotick  Plants  and  Her b s,  with  their  fpecifick  Qualities 
and  medicinal  Virtues. 

The  beft  and  cheapeft  Ways  of  providing  and  improving 
all  manner  of  Meats  and  Drinks  •,  of  preparing  feveral  Sorts 
of  Wines,  Waters  and  Liquors  for  every  Seafon,  both  by 
Diftillation  and  otherwife:  Of  preferving  all  kind  of  Fruits 
as  well  dry  as  liquid,  and  making  divers  Sweetmeats  and 
Works  of  Sugar ,  and  other  profitable  Curiofities,  both  in  the 
Confettionary  and  Culinary  Arts  of  Houfewifery. 

Means  of  making  the  moft  Advantages  of  the  Manu- 
faftures  of  Soap,  Starch,  Spinning,  Cotton,  Thread,  Or. 

The  Methods  to  take  or  deftroy  Vermin,  and  other  Ani¬ 
mals  injurious  to  Gardening,  Husbandry,  and  rural  Oecono- 
my  5  with  a  Defcription  of  Garden  and  other  Country  Tools 
and  Utenfils . 

An  Account  of  the  feveral  Weights,  Meafures,  Or.  of 
Metals  and  Minerals,  with  their  Preparations  and  Ufes. 

All  Sorts  of  Rural  Sports  and  Exercifes,  conducing  to  the 
Benefit  and  innocent  Enjoyments  of  Life  \  as  alfo  Painting  in 
Miniature,  and  divers  other  Arts  and  Terms  of  Art  ex* 
plain’d,  for  the  Entertainment  and  Amufemeut  of  Gentle¬ 
men,  Ladies,  Or. 
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The  whole  iiiuftrated  throughout  with  very  great  Variety 
of  Figures,  for  the  readier  underftanding  and  pra&iftng  of 
.thofe  things  to  which  they  belong. 

Done  into  Englifh  from  the  Second  Edition t  lately  -printed 
at  Paris,  in  two  Volumes ,  Folio,  written  by  M.  ChomejJ. 
With  considerable  Alterations  and  Improvements . 

Revifed  and  recommended  by  Mr.  R .  Bradley ,  Profefiorof 
Botany  in  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge ,  and  F.  R,  S.  In  two 
Volumes. 

Cafes  argu’d  and  adjudg’d  in  the  High  Court  of  Chancery. 
PublifliM  from  the  Manufcripts  of  Thomas  Vernon ,  late  of 
the  Middle-Temple ,  Efq$  by  Order  of  the  High  Court  of 
Chancery ."  Vol.  I.  '  ■ 

The  Works  of  the  Author  of  the  Whole  Duty  of  Man,  (viz.) 
i.  The  Whole  Duty  of  Man.  2.  The  Caufes  of  the  ^Decay 
of  Chrifiian  Piety.  3.  The  Gentleman^  Calling.  4.  The 
Ladies  Calling.  5.  The  Government  of  the  Tongue.  6.  The 
Art  of  Contentment.  7.  The  Lively  Oracles.  Very  neceffary 
for  all  Proteftant  Families. 

Seventy  two  Sermons  on  feveral  Occa lions  and  various  Sub¬ 
jects.  By  the  late  Reverend  Dr.  Robert  South,  Prebendary 
of  Weftminjier ,  Cannon  of  Chrift  Church  in  Oxford,  and 
jnany  Years  publick  Orator  there.  In  two  Volumes. 

An  Inftitute  of  the  Laws  of  England ;  or.  The  Lawsof 
England  in  their  Natural  Order,  according  to  common  Ufe. 
Publifh’d  for  the  Direction  of  young  Beginners  or  Students 
in  the  Law,  and  very  ufeful  for  all  Clergymen,  Jufticesof 
the  Peace,  and  other  Gentlemen  that  delire  to  have  a  general 
Knowledge  in  our  Common  and  Statute  Laws. 

The  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion  and  Civil  Wars  in  England 
begun  in  the  Year  1641.  with  the  precedent  Paffages  and 
Actions  that  contributed  thereunto  5  and  the  happy  End  and 
Conclufion  thereof  by  the  King’s  blcfTed  Reftauration  and 
Return  upon  the  29th  of  May,  1660.  Written  by  the  Right 
fdonoUra'ble  Edward  Earl  of  Clarendon,  '  late  Lord  High 
Chancellor  of  England ,  and  Privy  Counfellor  in  the  Reign 
hf  King  Charles  the  birft  and  Second.  In  Three  Volumes. 

A  General  Hiftory  of  Ireland,  containing,  1.  A  full  and* 
Impartial  Account  of  the  ftrft  Inhabitants  of  that  Kingdom; 
with  the  Lives  and  Reigns  of  and  Hundred  and  Seventy  four 
fucceeding  Monarchs  of  the  Milefian  Race.  2.  The  Original 
of  the  Qadt  Hans,  their  Travels  into  Spain,  and  from  thence 
into  freland.  3.  A  SuccinCt  Account  of  all  the  Kings  of 
Ireiahd ,  with^the  feveral  Attempt5  and  Invafiens  uponthat 
Ifland.  4.  Of  the  frequent  Afliftance  the  Irijh  afforded  the 
Scots  againft  their  Enemies,  the  Romans  and  Britons,  parti¬ 
cularly  their  obliging  the  Britons  to  make  a  Ditch  from  Sea 
|o  between  England  and  Scotland,  to  guard  fhemfeives 
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from  the  Surprife  and  frequent  Incurfions  of  the  Scots  and 
lrijh.  5,  A  Genuine  Defcription  of  the  Courage  and  Lihpr^ 
lity  of  the  Ancient  lrijh,  their  feveral  Laws  to  preserve  thetr 
Records  and  Antiquities,  and  the  Punifhments  infliaed  upon 
thofe  Antiquaries  who  prefum’d  to  vary  from  the  Truth  - 
With  an  Account  of  the  Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  the  Irith 
their  Royal  Affemblies  at  Tara,  &c.  6.  A  Relation  of  the 

Jong  and  bloody  Wars  of  the  lrijh  againft  the  Danes,  whoft 
Yoke  they  at  la  ft  ftiook  off,  and  reftor’d  Liberty  to  their 
Country  ;  which  they  preferv’d  till  the  Arrival  of  Hear ,  the 
Second,  King  ot  England.  Collefted  by  the  Learned  Jeoff'erv 
Keatmg.  D.  D.  Faithfully  tranftated  from  the  lrijh  Langiue/ 
with  many  curious  Amendments  taken  from  the  Pfaltur*  of 
Tara  and  Cajhel,  and  other  authentick  Records,  by  Dermo'd 
O  Connor ,  Antiquary  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland.  With  the' 
Effigies  of  Eryen  Boiroihme,  Monarch  of  Ireland,  and  the 
Coats  of  Arms  of  Two  Hundred  Eighty  two  Noblemen 
CrentJeme.i  and  Merchants,  who  were  Subfcribers  to  this 

OCTAVO. 

THE  Life  of  General  Monk,  late  Duke  of  Albemarle  from 
an  Original  Manufcript  of  Dr.  Thomas  Skinner  in 
which  is  a  very  particular  Account  of  that  mod  memorable 
March  from  Coldftream  to  l.ondon,  of  the  Preparations  for  it 
in  Scotland ,  and  of  the  happy  Confequences  of  it  in  England 
To  which  is  added  a  Preface,  giving  an  Account  of  the^  Ma¬ 
nufcript,  and  fome  Qbfervations  in  Vindication  of  General 
Monk's  Condua.  By  William  Webjler,  M.  A.  Curate  of  St 
Durjian's  in  the  Weft.  ° 

De  Legibus  Nature  difquifitio  Fhilofophica ,  in  qua  earu»* 
Forma,  Jumma Capita,  Or  do,  Promulgate,  £3  Obligate  e  rerum 
aVatura  invejl  igantur  ;  quinetiam  Elementa  Philo fophi<x  Hobr 
bianae,  cum  Moralis ,  turn  Civilis  confiderantur,  &  refutantur 
c/iuthore  Ricardo  Cumberland,  Epijcop.  Peterb. 

Court  Cookery  ;  or  the  complete  Englijh  Cook*.  Containing 
the  choiceft  Receipts  for  making  Soops,  Cullices,  Sauces 
Forced-Meats  and  Souces  ;  with  various  Ways  of  dreffing  molt 
Sorts  of  Flefh,  Fifh  and  Fowl,  wild  and  tame  ;  with  the  bed 
Method  of  Potting  and  Collaring.  As  likewife  of  Pafles  Pie< 
Patties  Puddings,  Tanfies,  Biskets,  Creams,  Cheefe-cfke/ 
Fiorendines,  Cakes,  Jellies,  Sillabubs  and  Cuttards.  Alfp  0f 
Pickling,  Candying  and  Preferving.  With  a  Bill  of  Fare  for 
every  Month  in  the  Year.  By  R,  Smith,  Cook  (under  Mr! 
lamb)  to  King  William^  as  aifo  to  the  Dukes  of  Buckingham 
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md  Ormond ,  d'  Aumont  (the  French  Ambaffador)  and  others 
©f  the  Nobility  and  Gentry. 

Scarronides  y  or,  Virgile  Travejtie.  A  Mock  Poem  in  I- 
enitation  of  the  firft  and  Fourth  Books  of  Firgile's  jEneids,  in 
TLnglifh.  Burlefque.  B y  Charles  Cotton,  Efa; 

Origines  Hebreeee.  The  Antiquities  of  th ^Hebrew  Republick. 
four  Books.  i.  The  Origin  of  the  Hebrews ;  The  Canfti- 
tution  of  the  Sanhedrim  ;  Forms  of  Trial  in  Courts  of 
Juftice,  3c.  2.  The  Ecclefiaftical  Government;  The  Con- 

fecration  of  the  High-Priejis ,  Priejis  and  Levites ;  Re¬ 
venue  of  the  Priejihood  ;  The  Se6\s  among  the  Hebrews , 
Phari/es ,  Sadduces ,  E.jfenes ,  8*c.  3.  Places  of  Worfhip. 

The  Ufe  of  High-P laces  ;  a  Survey  of  the  Tabernacle  and  the 
Profeuchas  of  the  Hebrews  ;  A  Defcription  of  the  firft  Temple 
from  the  Scriptures,  and  the  fecond  from  the  Rabinnical 
Writings;  The  facred  Utenfils  ;  The  Institution  of  the  Syna¬ 
gogues^  &c.  4.  The  Religion  of  the  Hebrews  ;  Their  Sacri¬ 

fices,  and  their  Libations  ;  The  Burning  of  the  red  Heifer, 
and  Ceremonies  of  Purification  ;  Their  Sacraments,  publick 
Fafts  and  Feftivals,  3c.  DefignM  as  an  Explanation  of  every 
Branch  of  the  Levitical  Law,  and  of  all  the  Ceremonies  and 
Ufages  of  the  Hebrews ,  both  civil  and  facred.  By  Thomas 
Lewis ,  A.  M. 

The  Lord  Clarendon's  Hiftory  of  the  Grand  Rebellion  com- 
pleated.  Containing,  The  Tracts,  Speeches,  and  Memorials 
mention’d  in  that  Hiftory.  Together  with  the  Life  of  the  Lord 
Clarendon .  As  alfo  the  Declaration  againft  Bilhops.  The  Trial 
of  King  Charles  and  Archbifhop  Laud.  That  famous  Traft  en- 
tituled  Rilling  no  Murder ,  which  frighten’d  Oliver  Cromwell 
out  of  his  Wits.  Several  Matters  relating  to  the  Earl  of  Straf - 
ford's  Trial.  Reafons  for  taking  away  Bifiiops  Votes.  Arti¬ 
cles  of  Pacification  with  the  Scots.  The  Treaty  of  Rippon. 
The  Declaration  for  Sports.  Selden  of  the  Liberty  of  the  Sea. 
Articles  againft  Mr.  Montague.  A  Lift  of  the  Oxford  Parlia- 
*  ment.  Sir  John  Hot  ham's  and  his  Son’s  Speech  upon  the  Scaf- 
'  fold.  The  Conference  between  King  Charles  and  Mr.  Hender-* 
fon  about  Religion.  Mr.  Henderfon's  Declaration  his  Death 
Bed.  Salmatius's  Defence  of  the  King  againft  Milton ,  with 
Milton's  Anfwer.  Relations  of  the  Battle  of  Edge-Hill ,  firft 
and  fecond  at  Newbury ,  and  the  Battles  of  Marjion-Moor  and 
Ndfebyy  and  of  the  Prefervation  of  King  Charles  the  2d  from 
the  Battle  of  Worcejler ,  &tc.  Ufeful  for  all  that  have  the  Hi* 
ftory. 

The  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion  and  Civil  Wars  in  Ireland , 
with  the  true  State  and  Condition  of  that  Kingdom  before  the 
Year  1640,  and  the  moft  material  Paffages  and  Actions  which 
fincethat  Time  have  contributed  to  the  Calamities  it  hath 
undergone.  Written  by  the  Right  Honourable  Edward  Earl 
of  Clarendon* 
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The  Lives  of  the  Compilers  of  the  Liturgy ,  ( vil*>)  Archbi- 
jfhop  Cranmer ,  Bifhop  Ridley ,  Bifhop  Goodrich ,  -Archbifhp]* 
Holbeck,  Bifhop  Sfe/p,  Bifhop  Thirlby ,  Bifhop  Day,  Bifhop 
Taylor ,  Bifhop  Co#,  Dr.  .M^y,  Dr.  Robert fon^  Dr.  Heynes9 
and  Dr.  Redmayn.  With  an  Hiftorical  Account  of  its  feverai 
Reviews,  by  Samuel  Downs ,  Presbyter  of  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land. 

The  Beautv  of  Holinefs  in  the  Common  Prayer:  As  fet 
forth  in  four  Sermons,  preached  at  the  Rolls  Chaff  el.  By 
Tho.  Rif's ,  D.  D.  Preacher  at  the  Rolls •  Publifh’d  at  the 
Requeft  of  the  Audience. 

Doctor  Radcliff's  Life  and  Letters,  with  a  true  Copy  of  his 
Laft  Will  and  Teltament. 

Authentick  Memoirs  of  the  Life,  Intrigues  and  Adventures 
of  the  celebrated  Sally  Salisbury ,  with  the  Chara&ers  of  her 
mod  coniiderable  Gallants. 

The  Power  of  Love  in  feven  Novels,  viz,,  i.  The  Faif 
Hypocrite.  2.  The  Phyfician’s  Stratagem.  3.  The  Wife’s 
Refentment.  4.  <>.  The  Husband^  Refentment  in  two  Ex¬ 
amples.  6.  The  Happy  Fugitives.  7.  The  Perjur’d  Beau¬ 
ty.  By  Mrs.  Manley ,  Author  of  the  Atlantis. 

Mrs.  Eliza  Haywood's  moli  ingenious  and  diverting  Novels, 
2  Vol. 

Mr.  Charles  ShadwelVs  Comedies,  viz,.  The  Fair  Quaker 
of  Deal.  The  Humours  of  the  Army.  The  Humours  of 
the  Navy,  Prince  of  F ajfau,  ike. 

Satyrsupon  the  JeJuits.  Written  in  the 'Year  1679.  And 
very  applicable  to  the  prefent  Time.  By  Mr.  "John  Oldham • 

The  Art  of  being  eafy  at  all  Times,  and  in  all  Places.  Done 
from  the  French  by  Ed.  Combe  of  Merton-College ,  Oxon . 

Remarks  on  Do-51  or  Cheyne^s  EITay  on  Health  and  Long  Life. 
Wherein  fome  of  the  Do£tor5s  notorious  Contradictions  and 
falfe  Reafonings  are  laid  open  ;  with  feverai  Obfervations  on 
the  fame  Subject,  rectifying  many  of  the  Errors  and  Miftakes 
of  that  Performance.  By  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society. 

Amufements  ferious  and  comical.  By  Mr.  Thomas  Brown * 
With  his  Walk  round,  London  and  tWeJlmirJter. 

The  Abfolute  Impoffibility  of  Tranjubjtantiation  demon* 
ftrated.  By  Mr.  Samuel  Johnfon ,  Chaplain  to  the  late  Lord 
RuJJel. 

A  Sermon  at  the  Confecration  of  Theofhilus ,  Lord  Bifhop 
of  Clonfert.  By  the  Reverend  Mr.  Edward  Synge . 

Eikon  Bafilike  ;  Or  Kings  Book. 

Biihop  Burnet's  Travels  thro’  Switzerland ,  Italy0  and 
fome  Parts  of  Germany.  Giving  an  Account  of  the  moft  re¬ 
markable  Things  in  thofe  Parts.  Communicated  by  him  t@> 
the  Honourable  Robert  Boyle ,  Efq;  To  which  is  added  am 
Appendix,  containing  fome  Remarks  on  Switzerland  andl 
writ  by  a  Perfon  of  Quality  7  and  communicated  to  tl  e 

Author- 
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feveral  A<Mi«°”^hichare„ot  in 

A  Complete  Body  of  Husbandry,  roileaed  from  the  Prac- 
tice  and  Experience  of  the  mo#  confiderable  Farmers  in 
Bntam,  particularly  fetting  forth  the  various  Ways  of  im¬ 
proving  Land,  by  Hollow  Ditching,  Draining,  Double 
Ploughing,  Grazing,  Enclofing,  Watering  and  Manuring^ 
with  particular  Direaions  for  the  Fertilizing  of  Broom- 
Ground  5  alfo  the  Method  of  Improvement  by  afiorting  pro- 
per  Plants  to  Lands,  and  of  ihifting  of  Crops.  To  which 

iher!m  feVCaai  Partjculars  relating  to  the  Prefervation  of 
f  &  T,  ’  aT?lftated  Acc<>“nts  of  the  Expence  and  Profits 
f  Meadow  and  Wood  Lands.  By  R.  Brad- 

of  Botany  in  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  and 


